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Canaan Street (so-called‘f@%%&gﬁin@ﬁféh it from the late
19th century village and present b6din®ss centgr of Canaan
several miles distant) was granted by Benning/ééntworth in
1761. The grent comprised some 23,000 acres in a narcel six
miles square, and most of the original grantees came from the
eastern Connecticut tcwns of Norwich and Colchester. Canaan,
located in southern Grafton County, is bounded on the ncrth by
Dorechester, cn the east by Crange, on the scuth by Grafton,
and on the west by Enfield and "lanover.

In commen with other wilderness grants, settlement
proceeded slowly at first, and the principal thoroughfare,
WBroad Street" was not laid out until 1788. The Street (mow
called Canaan Street) extends for necrly a mile north and south
along the west shore of "HYart's Pond" (ncw Canaan Street Lake)
with vistas south to "The Pinnacle" (elev. 1476') anc east to

¥t. Cardigan (elev. 3156'). The spatial qualities of the Street

are unucsually fine, and there remain many unbroken vistas et
extending to the Lake. '

Architecturally, the flavor of the Street is precominantly
early 19th century, with a sprinkling of earlier end later
structures. Avnart from the noteworthy survival of copen space
at vericus points along the entire Street, the focal points are
the t-ree distinguished nublic buildings: the Town iall (1796)
(6: Property Map Form 2 . and Photograph), formerly the
meetinghouse, and one of the earliest surviving scructures on
the Street; the O0ld North Church (1828)(1l), a distinguished
Gothic Revival structure; and the Canaan Town Library and
Museum (1839)(7), originally Union Academy, an architecturally
significant late Federal structure. Interspersed between these
landmarks are a remarkably large number of good vernacular
residential and commercial buildings, most dating from the “irs
half of the 19th century.

The outlines of the District as it is today took form in
the years after 1800, as the Street brcame a trading and
stagecoach center, located as it was on the Grafton Turnpike,
which ran from Andover through Canaan to Hanover and Lyme.
After the turnpike era ended, - Canaan Street was by-pvassed by
the railroad, a fact which doubtless helps to explain its
surviving 19th century flavor.

‘During the second -alf cf the 19th century the Street
became noted as a resort comrunity, with many summer hotels and
imms catering to the tourist trade. At one noint during this
era Canaan Street was said to rival Bethlehem (then pre-eudnent
among White Mountain summer resorts) in its attractiveness to
summer visitors. Many of the pre-existing inns and hotels were
enlarged .uring t is period, anc & number of new cnes were
constructed.

In the mid-20th century the Street continues to attract
summer visitors, many of vhom have purchased and recstored
seascnal homes there. Alt'wough there bave been many changes
over the years, the Street retains its 19th century flavor to

a remarkable degree.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Canaan Street, designated a New YHamnshire historic
district in 1%€8, has been endowed by nature with an unusually
fortunate location, corbining distriguished mcuntain and lake
vistas w'icl. have, as yet, bren little encroec:ed upon by
uncesirable man-rade distractions.

Architecturally the Street retains to a significant
degree its 19th century charactér, with a wminimal number of
undistinguisted or nondescript structures of recent origin

intruding. None nforming signs or modern commexcial structures

are virtually non-existent, and the relatively large proportior
of undevelrped land is a distinct asset in view of the
distinguished natural surrcundings.

The Canaan Street Town "all1™1796)(6: FPropérty HMap Form:
2 and Photogranh) the oldest public building in the district,
originally scrved as a meetingh  use and wvas sited at the
southern enc of thhe Street, onn.site the Lake (which was used
for baptisms). Extant nublic buildings which date from the
late 1Cth century are rare in the central and northern parts
of New Hampshire, partic:larly examples of the early type
reetinghouse with projecting tcwer and side entrance.

Diagonally across the Street, the Canaan Town Library
and Muse (1832)(7) is an unusually distinguished late
Federal¥structure, with cdouble onen porches on the facade.

The cupcla, which shows some Gothic inflvence, gives the
building much of its quality, as dces the fact that it is in
a fine state of preservation.

At the north end of the Street, the nure Gothié’ﬁévival
Cld North Church (1828)(1), is a prefcctly->ropertianed and
well-preserved exam.le of a nopular New EZngland style.
Virtually unalte~ed over the ye rs, the structure is evidence
of the considerable talents of Bailey selch, its builder, whosg
Gothic tastes were surely avant-gard€ for rural New England
in the 1820's,

The Main Hall of Canaan Cpllege, nov a large prorerty
holder on the Strect, ias c-nscructed in 1831 (2). At an
early date it became Dole's Tavern and was later known as the
Lucerne Inn. A Greek Revival structure with an unusual
rzcessed gable above its open vortico, the building helps to
document two important nhases of Cenaan's history: the
stageccach tavern and summer hotel eras.

(Cratinued on Centinuation Sheet 1)
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

eavaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service, The recommended

his nomination j
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National Register.
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8. SIGNIFICANCE (Continued)

State of Significance
Of the residential structures of the Street, the Arvin

Tavern (1795)(8), is a worthy exammnle of the late 18th
century center chimney €olonial style, surviving examples
of wiich are far from numerous in the area. From the 1Sth
century, the George 'larris douse (1831) and the Judge
"illiam Chase WOE9E’(1803 ere well-nreserved examples of the
Federal and eorly Greek Revival styhbes. Tre Nathaniel Currer
Pouse (1816) is unusual in its apparently original projecting
entry "porch," reminiscent of thcse to be fcound on_earlier
buildings. -
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