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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This single-story structure is one of 2f> Italianate-style cottages remaining 
within the city limits of Livermore, now a town of about 13>000 houses. Orig­ 
inally the building consisted of approximately 1120 square feet with an essentially 
square front section and an addition rearward in the original architectural 
style. The style was altered by the addition of a California 
Bungalow style porch on the front and right side, and by an addition to the 
rear portion which is in a non-descript and unidentifiable style. It appears 
from available information and from the architectural style that the porches 
were added about the time of World War I.

The house originally stood on a 100* x l£0 ! lot; U?8 of the frontage was 
sold in the early 1920's to accomodate a house moved to the sold-off portion.

The grounds were originally surrounded by a picket fence behind which climber 
roses were planted. There were several varieties of fruit trees in the rear 
yard along with a large pepper tree which shaded a chicken lot. None of these 
trees remain. Informants do not recall any structures other than the exist­ 
ing corrugated metal garage and wooden shed presently at the rear of the 
property, both of which appear to be approximately 5>0 years old.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This building was the residence from 1891 until his death in 1921 of Daniel 
J. Murphy, prominent Livermore bulinessman and local government official, 
and Alameda County Supervisor from 1911 until 1921. Mr. Murphy f s primary 
contributions to Alameda County history were his untiring efforts toward 
the improvement of the existing network of roads and highways and in his 
interest in health care. He was largely responsible for the establishment 
of the Arroyo Sanitarium, a county tuberculosis hospital and an institution 
equal to any in the nation in the treatment of the disease, which operated 
in the hills oouth of Livermore from 1919 until the early 1960's.

Daniel J. Murphy »s business and civic career encompassed a wide variety of 
interests. Following his retirement from a business career which included 
Postmaster of Livermore, Superintendent of the Idvermore Water and Power 
Company, and membership on the advisory board of the Livermore branch, Bank 
of Italy, he served as Justice of the Peace for Murray Township, Alameda 
County, giving up this office in 1911 following his appointment by Gov. 
Hiram Johnson as Supervisor, First District, Alameda County, an office which 
he held until his death in October, 1921.

Mr. Murphy was also chairman of the committee to organize and establish the 
local Carnegie Library in 1910. He was President of the Livermore Stock­ 
men^ Rodeo Association in 1918-1919, an affair which is still held annually 
in Livermore.

The D.J. Murphy house is architecturally significant to Livermore because 
it is one of the few remaining links with a well-known Victorian building 
style, the Italianate. There are only five others in the community whose 
architectural elements have not been almost completely defaced with removal 
of the brackets and window hoods which distinguish this style, or with the 
addition of non-original sheathing such as asbestos shingle or stucco.

The house was originally erected in the city's Northern Addition and moved 
to the present site in May, 1891. It was occupied as a residence until 
July, 1976 when it was condemned for future occupancy by the Livermore City 
Building Department. The house is now threatened by destruction and van­ 
dalism. Its recognition will help preserve a structure whose removal will 
have an adverse effect on the present neighborhood which is in transition 
fro m residential to commercial. It will also delay the loss of a valuable 
and historical architectural asset which represents one of the last remain­ 
ing links with an earlier era.
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July 1U, 1977

Staff Report — D.J. Murphy House

The staff of the Office Of Historic Preservation recently obtained clarification 
of several points in the Murphy House application. These are discussed below, 
based upon information provided by Mr. Herbert Street, Building Official, City 
of Livermore.

1. Exactly how many buildings of this type and period remain?

A total of 25> Italianate cottages remain in Livermore—of this number 
only six retain any design integrity. All others have experienced des­ 
ecration of the original design to the point that their architectural 
value is negated. The Murphy House is one of the six remaining Ital­ 
ianate cottages which has retained the basic integrity of the original 
design and which could be easily restored to its former appearance.

2. Is this the best surviving example of its type and period?

This building does not appear to be significantly better or worse than 
the other five as an example of its type and period, but probably has the 
greatest potential for preservation of the six remaining structures. 
It is a typical example which does have all of its original component 
parts, including millwork, intact.

3. Is this property proposed for registration because it is the only 
building of its type available?

It is being proposed for registration because it is a building which 
has been identified as significant in a local survey, and which will 
be lost unless action is taken immediately to preserve the building. 
The building was condemned last year and is presently vacant. The 
Building Official for the City of Livermore reports that the original 
building is intact and solid, but the additions have deteriorated to 
the point where they must be removed to allow the building to be re­ 
turned to residential use. The owner is an elderly widow in limited 
financial means who derives a small amount of rental income from the 
property. The Livermore Heritage Guild has offerred to work with the 
owner to restore the building to its original appearance and bring it 
up to code. The building is not for sale, and will not be acquired by 
the Heritage Guild for museum purposes. It will remain the property 
of the present owner, and will be teturned to residential use. Regis-
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tration is viewed as an important step in building community support 
for the project, and for allowing the building to be preserved through 
rehabilitation incentives resulting from registration. The city has 
allowed the Heritage Guild a period of one year to accomplish the pres­ 
ervation of the property.

After reviewing the documentation on the Murphy House again, and after discus­ 
sing the situation with the official of the City of Livermore, it would appear 
that the Murphy House is a property which is significant to the local community 
and which has the greatest potential for preservation of those of its type and 
period which still retain design integrity. The intruding elements are easily 
reversible and will be removed in the restoration, which will be undertaken by 
the Heritage Guild.
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SITE PLAN

D.J.MURPHY HOUSE 
291 McLEOD STREET 
LIVERMORE.CA.
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