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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYS|ICAL APPEARANCE

Located at 409 Danville Avenue, the James W. Alcorn House is situated

northwest of the downtown business section of Stanford, Kentucky. With
a8 population of approximately 2,500, Stanford is the seat of government
for Lincoln County which lies on the southeast fringe of the Bluegrass

region of central Kentucky.

Facing eastward, the Alcorn House is a two-story, brick T-plan constructed
in 1885. Stone sills and lintels adorn the straight-headed windows on

the main facade and a small round window pierces the gable. A one-story
porch with a dentilled cornice resembling the main cornice extends across
the front elevation. A side porch and second-story bathroom were added

to the rear of the house during the 1920s. The interior contains the

original woodwork consisting of carefully grained trim in the hall and

library, hardwood floors, marbelized and stencilled iron mantles, and
wooden shutters in the library and dining room.

Five frame outbuildings contemporary with the house are located to the

west and are included in the nomination which comprises approximately
two acres.

The boundaries are designed to Incorporate the approach to the house
from Danville Avenue and the outbuildings to the rear.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Situated on the outskirts of downtown Stanford, Kentucky, the James W.

Alcorn House represents one of the town's more substantial late nine-

teenth century residences. The two-story, brick structure is one of the

best examples of the popular T-plan house form in the Stanford area. In
addition, the interior retains the original wood graining in the library

and hall as well as ornate iron mantles in the first floor rooms. Several
frame outbuildings add to the physical setting. Furthermore, the house is
associated with one of Lincoln County's most eminent lawyers. James W.
Alcorn gained regional recognition as a successful attorney during the latter
half of the 1800s.

"James W. Alcorn was born in 1838 in Lincoln County, Kentucky. Upon

graduation from Centre College in Danville, Alcorn began the study of law
and was admitted to the bar in 1858. He opened his practice in Stanford
in association with Thomas P. Hill, a prominent local attorney.

In 1862 Alcorn enlisted in the Confederate Army, where he was to serve as
adjutant of the Sixth Kentucky Cavalry (which formed a part of the noted
cavalry command under the renowned Gemeral John Hunt Morgan), as well as
acting assistant adjutant general for a period of time. He returned to
Stanford at the close of the war and resumed the practice of law in partner-
ship with Mr. Hill, establishing one of the most successful legal firms in
that region of the state.

Alcorn formed his own firm in 1887 and initiated what was to be a very success-
ful and extensive practice primarily in civil litigation. He served as
attorney for the Louisville and Nashville Railroad Company and as local
attorney for the Cincinnati Southern Railroad Company.

In 1865, Alcorn married Sophie F. Kendrick. It was in 1884 that he
purchased land on Danville Street where he built his house the following
year. ' It remained in the family until 1975.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

A rectangular area, approximately 200' x 300', bounded on the east by Danville Avenue,
on the south by the drive, on the west by a fence, and on the north by an imaginary
line paralleling the drive & extending to Danville Avenue.
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