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Huckleberry Lookout (elevation 9615 feet) is a fifteen foot by seventeen foot, 
20 foot high two-story structure located near the summit of Huckleberry Mountain. 
This location was the most feasible from the nearest road (7 miles) yet afforded 
the view needed for a fire lookout operation. From the Lookout, its occupant 
was able to survey the lodgepole pine forests predominant in the northern; 
portion of the Teton National Forest, and Grand Teton National Park, and the 
southern portion of Yellowstone National Park for possible forest fires during 
the summer and fall months.

The fire detection tower which rests on level ground is of log construction. 
The first floor, used as a storage room, is entered at the west elevation 
through a board and batten door. The interior has a dirt floor. There are no 
windows in this room. ;

The upper story is reached by an exterior stairway at the northeast corner of 
the building. The stairway's handrail, balusters, and stringers are of log 
construction. The second floor and observation area is entered at the east 
elevation through a wooden door with windows. Windows, double-hung and fixed 
in 1/1 sash, are present in all four walls of the observation room giving 
all-around visibility. The windows have hinged wood shutters which serve; to 
protect more than 200 window panes when the building is not in use. The ; 
observation room has a hardwood floor and is surmounted with a wood-shingled 
pyramid roof. Interior support for the roof is provided by exposed, hand- 
hewed 1 ogs.

There are no other buildings within the nominated site at this location. \ Only 
the trail to the Lookout from Sheffield Creek and U.S. Highway 287, seven; 
miles away, remain as evidence of man in this area.
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Huckleberry Mountain Lookout is the only remaining fire detection building in the 
northern portion of the Teton National Forest, The Lookout, which is presently 
abandoned, is representative of the early fire protection methods and policies of 
the United States Forest Service, and is a significant example of rustic design 
employed by the United States Forest Service and built by the Civilian Conservation 
Corps during the first half of this century.

Early United States Forest Service policy dictated that all fires, whether natural 
or man-caused, be immediately suppressed. That policy required the early detection 
of forest fires, and therefore a means of accomplishing that task - fire lookouts,

The construction of six such lookouts in the northern portion of Teton National 
Forest was begun in the 1930's, and they were situated at strategic points: Huckle­ 
berry Mountain, northern part of the National Forest; Deer Creek; Munger Mountain, 
Baldy Mountain; Signal Mountain and Blacktail Butte,

Construction of the Huckleberry Lookout, like all fire detection towers, was a 
difficult task. The logs for the first floor portion of the structure were of 
native material obtained from local sources on or near the top of the mountain 
ridge. The heavy work of moving logs to the site was done by a small dozer tractor. 
The logs for the second floor are numbered and it is surmised that these logs were 
"pre-fabricated" at the base of the trail or at the camp area and transported to 
the site and installed. Most of the materials such as cement, cut boards, hardware, 
shingles, and glass panes were packed on mules to the site, although it is assumed 
that the tractor was probably used to transport some of these items. Construction 
of the Lookout by personnel of one of the CCC camps probably took most of the 
summer, being completed by 1938.

The Lookout was used for fire detection for forest fires during the summer and 
fall months and was first manned in 1939. In 1940, during the 1500 acre Sheffield 
Creek Forest fire, Forest lookout Dave Adams was forced to leave the structure 
and retreat to safer ground, Communication was by grounded telephone line to the 
Jackson Lake Ranger Station and later the Blackrock Ranger Station. Later, a 
battery operated radio was installed for direct communication with the Forest 
Service dispatcher in Jackson,



"Jackson Hole Courier", Jackson, Wyoming' 15 August, 1940 Edition; Teton County 
Library, Jackson, Wyoming 83001

General Information File on Huckleberry Lookout; located at Forest Supervisor's
Office, 340 N. Cache Street, Jackson, Wyoming 83001 (File Code 2360)
Please see attached letter from Reid Jackson____________________:
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1 acre square with the Lookout Building being the center.
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The development of new fire policies; new methods of fire detection, such as the 
reporting done by public and private aircraft; and the use of modern radio repeater 
stations all contributed to the decline of fire lookouts; and after the 1957 summer 
season, the Huckleberry Lookout was abandoned for regular lookout service.

Today, the Huckleberry Lookout is boarded-up but stands available to be used in 
monitoring the Forest's natural fire policy decisions if forest fires are allowed 
to burn in this area. Although not yet 50 years old, it is felt that this structure 
is eligible for the National Register and it possesses integrity of workmanship for 
this type of facility, as it is the only remaining fire detection tower in this area
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CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY OF THE BRIDGER-TETON NATIONAL FOREST

Yellowstone Park Timber Land Reserve 
Established - 3/30/1891 - PROCLAMATION

Teton National Forest
Established - 2/22/1897 - PROCLAMATION

Teton National Forest
Boundary Redescribed - 5/22/1902 - PROCLAMATION

Wyoming National Forest
Established - 7/1/1908 - EXECUTIVE ORDER
(from Ye Hows tone Timber Land Reserve)

Bonneville National Forest
Established - 7/1/1908 - EXECUTIVE ORDER
(from Ye Hows tone Timber Land Reserve)

Bridger National Forest
Established - 6/30/1922 - PROCLAMATION
(from portion of the Bonneville National Forest)

Bridger National Forest 
7/1/1916 - PROCLAMATION 
(added lands from the Washakie National Forest)

Wyoming National Forest
5/13/1923 - EXECUTIVE ORDER
(added entire Bridger National Forest) - deleted name

Teton National Forest
2/26/1929 - ACT OF CONGRESS creating Grand Teton National Park
(certain lands of Teton National Forest transferred to Park Status)

Bridger National Forest
3/10/1941 - EXECUTIVE ORDER
(changed entire Wyoming National Forest to Bridger National Forest)
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CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY CONT.

Teton National Forest
3/15/1943 - PROCLAMATION
(lands deleted from Teton National Forest and added to Jackson Hole
National Monument)

Teton National Forest
9/14/1950 -PUBLIC LAW 81-787
(lands added to Teton National Forest from Grand Teton National Park)

Teton National Forest
certain lands of the Forest transferred to the administration of 
the National Park Service forming the John D, Rockefeller, Jr. 
Memorial Parkway - 1972

Bridger National Forest and Teton National Forest 
7/1/1973 - ADMINISTRATIVELY CONSOLIDATED


