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The building is a two-story brick structure constructed in 1922. The structure
is of typical Federal design for post offices during that era. An energy
savings project has been undertaken and is approximately 70% complete. The
project consists of the removal of the old windows on three sides, leaving the
front as originally constructed, replacing them with an insulated refiective
glass. This change has been coordinated and concurred with by the SHPO. Two
lampposts located on the front steps were removed at an earlier date, which is
not available. The Post Office building is located on its original site.

This property has already been determined to be eligible for nomination to the
National Historic Register by the Keeper of the National Register on 8-30-79.
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This structure portrays the typical government architecture for a post office of this
size, constructed in the early part of the twentieth century. The symmetrical design
of the post office building contains fine arched windows reminiscent of the Georgian
Colonial era. The windows contain the small paned sash typical of Colonial archi-
tecture. Molding under the cornice is that of the Dentil design, suggestive of the
Corinthians entablature. There are features found in the building which are sugges-
tive of the Adams Style or sometimes known as the Federal Style. This style is found
in the semielliptical fanlite displayed above the door and also in the design of the
windows. Window moldings demonstrate the delicate fluted, low relief effect of Adams.
Also, the configuration of the structure with rectilinear and boxlike appearance
suggests the "Federal Style". Therefore, two types of architecture are distinctive
in the building, the Georgian Revival (1885-1924) and the Adams Style.

The post office building, the only Federal Building in Oconto, plays a significant
part in the history of the growth of the city. It clearly stands out among other
buildings as having the distinct typical Government architecture of the early part of
the twentieth century. The building's significance in Oconto's history, is partially
displayed by the interest taken by the Historical Society and the citizens of Oconto.
This interest surfaced when a project was proposed to change the type of windows in
the post office.

The post office depicts a political era in Oconto's history. Congressman David G.
Classen took the initial action to have a Federal post office building constructed in
Oconto. It is said that the project became a reality due to the influence Congressman
Classen had with Andrew Mellon, Secretary of the Treasury.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION -

The property nominated is Tocated on the Northwest corner of. Congress Street
and E11is Avenue. The site is rectangular measuring 132° feet on Congress Street

and 140 feet on El1lis Avenue.
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