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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSEHS HISTORICAL COMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston \ 

Cctraunity: Form No: 
Cambridge, Mass. O.C. 
Cambriage MRA I 14 

Property Name: F o l l e n St . N.R.D 

Indicate each item on inventory form vhidn. is being continued below. 

C r i t e r i a For Evaluation 

The Follen Street National Register D i s t r i c t possesses nearly 
every major res i d e n t i a l style of the late nineteenth century, except 
the Gothic Revival. Although i t lacks s t r i c t a r c h i t e c t u r a l unity, i t 
maintains i t s i n t e g r i t y of location, design, s e t t i n g , materials, work­
manship and feeling and meets Cr i t e r i o n C of the National Register of 
Hist o r i c Places. The d i s t r i c t also meets Criterion A fo r i t s associ­
ations with the development of Cambridge during the 1840's, and Criterion 
B f o r i t s associations with numerous people i n the f i e l d of education. 
The Follen Street National Register D i s t r i c t was found to be s i g n i f i c a n t 
under the themes of education, music and architecture: residential 
nineteenth and early twentieth century, as proposed by Dr. Cynthia 
Zaitzevsky to the Review Committee for the Study of Architecture of 
Harvard University and i t s Environs i n Cambridge. 

Follen Street i s a quiet, r e s i d e n t i a l neighborhood. A single j 
block s t r e e t , i t i s cut o f f from through t r a f f i c . A l l of the houses 1 
are single family, and represent varied a r c h i t e c t u r a l styles of the 
late nineteenth century. The l o t s are large and the street i s shaded , 
by tall trees. " '-^ 

The boundaries o f the F o l l e n S t r e e t N a t i o n a l Regis te r D i s t r i c t j 
i nc lude a l l addresses on F o l l e n S t r e e t except 46-50 F o l l e n S t r ee t . 
F o l l e n S t r e e t i s i n s u l a t e d f rom the sur rounding main routes by large 
masonry b u i l d i n g s : a t the eas tern end, the C h r i s t i a n Science Church, 
(11 Waterhouse S t . ) , 46-50 F o l l e n S t r e e t and 1558 and 1572 Mass. Ave . ; 
a t the western end, the Longy School o f Music, i n p a r t i c u l a r , 
i t s r ecen t b r i c k add i t i on^ and the apartment block i n the i s l a n d be­
tween Garden S t r e e t and Concord Ave. To the south the d i s t r i c t abuts 
the Cambridge Common N a t i o n a l Regis ter D i s t r i c t . ,; •. 

There are three non-contr ibut ing 20th century houses at the east end of the d i s t r i c t . ^ 
They are included so that the d i s t r i c t runs the length of Fol len Street on both sides 'i 
of the s t ree t . .. , , 

Stap le to Invencorv form at b o t t om 



MOilTECTURU SIGN'IFICANCE of area. (Describe physical set t ing, general character, 
and architecturally s ignif icant structures). 

' • F o l l e n S t . i s one o f severa l q u i e t r e s i d e n t i a l neighborhoods i n 
Old Cambridge. A s i n g l e - b l o c k s t r e e t cut o f f from through t r a f f i c , F o l l e n 
S t . i s f u r t h e r i n s u l a t e d from main routes by l a rge masonry b u i l d i n g s . 
Seventeen s i n g l e - f a m i l y houses have been b u i l t along t h i s L-shaped 
s t r e e t . Most o f these houses have la rge l o t s and the s t r e e t i s shaded 
by t a l l t r e e s . Nearly every major r e s i d e n t i a l s t y l e o f the l a t e nineteentl-. 

..y. • • ' • • Continued 

HISTORICU SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Explain development of area, what caused i t , 
and how i t affected communit>'; be spec i f ic ) . 

F o l l e n S t . l i e s w i t h i n the s i x t y - t h r e e acre p a r c e l t h a t was 
o r i g i n a l l y the Lower Common. By I 8 3 I , there were f o u r owners o f t h a t 
pa r t o f the land f r o n t i n g F o l l e n S t . The eas tern end o f F o l l e n S t . was 
l a i d out by Charles F o l l e n i n I636 , and the western end through to 
Garden S t . i n 1848 by Mrs. Benjamin Waterhouse. Constructed at a t ime 
when b u i l d i n g a c t i v i t y i n Old Cambridge was beginning to p i c k up 
f o l l o w i n g the opening o f Cambridge's f i r s t r a i l r o a d s t a t i o n at Po r t e r Sq . , 
severa l houses erected between 1836-1848 a i d i n understanding the de­
velopment o f Cambridge: 29 F o l l e n S t . , (1837-38), 21 F o l l e n S t . (1841), 
9 F o l l e n S t . (1844), 19 F o l l e n S t . (1844) and 36 F o l l e n S t . (1847). 

Th i s pe r i od co inc ided w i t h the p o p u l a r i t y o f the Greek Rev iva l s t y l e , 
which had a r r i v e d i n Cambridge d u r i n g the l a t e I830 ' s and reached i t s hey­
day d u r i n g the l 8 4 0 ' s . Only a h a l f - d o z e n o f the e labora te temple f r o n t e d 
house type were ever b u i l t i n Cambridge. More t y p i c a l were the s i d e h a l l 
or center entrance Greek R e v i v a l s , o f which F o l l e n S t . possesses severa l 
f i n e examples. ••' ^ • v • • 

Beginning w i t h Charles F o l l e n , who l i v e d w i t h h i s f a m i l y i n a now 
demolished house a t the corner o f Waterhouse and F o l l e n S t . , F o l l e n 
S t . has been home f o r many Harvard p r o f e s s o r s . I n 1852, 29 F o l l e n S t . was 
rented to Josiah Dwight Whitney, a p r o f e s s o r o f geology at Harvard , f o r 
whom Mount Whitney i s named. Whi tney ' s tenancy i n the house co inc ided 
w i t h h i s p ionee r ing work at Harvard w i t h Louis Agassiz . Also j o i n i n g 
Whitney i n t h i s house, coined by Whitney^"Clover Den" or "an^old Bachelor 
H a l l " were Benjamin Apthorp Gould, an a-fetronomel:, wno t h a t time was 

BIBLIOGRAPHY' and/or REFERENCES 
• " ;• Cont inucd 

SEE ATTACHED BIBLIOGRAPHY 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM̂ SSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Community: Form No: 
Cambridge Mass. O.C. 
Cambridge MRA I 14 

Property Name: Fo l l en S t . 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. ' 

H i s t o r i c a l Significance con't 

determining longitudes for the Coast Survey; Francis Child an Anglo-
Saxon scholar, and George Martin Lane, a L a t i n i s t , both of Harvard; 
and Joseph Winlock, an astronomer, who had begun work on the "Nautical 
Almanac." According to Edwin Tenny Brewster's, T.ifp anri T.pttpr-?^ nf 
Josiah Dwight Whitnev. Gould and Winlock established a small observatory 
i n the back yard of Clover Den. The house was purchased i n 1866 by 
Mary Mann, mother of Horace Mann, who moved from Concord when her sons 
were ready to attend Harvard. The house stayed i n the Mann family u n t i l 
1890. Other Follen St. houses with s i g n i f i c a n t h i s t o r i c a l associations 
include 19 Follen St. which was b u i l t as a rectory for Christ Church 
and 9 Follen St. which belonged to the Bowen family. Francis Bowen was 
a Professor of Philosophy at Harvard. His daughter, Maria Bowen, wrote ar 
a r t i c l e f o r the Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l Society i n the lat e 1920's on the 
history of Follen St., l a t e r w i l l i n g 9 Follen St. to the Society i n 1937. 
The o r i g i n a l owner of 9 Follen St. was Mrs. Benjamin Waterhouse. 

Of even greater significance -under the themes of education and 
music is 1 Follen St. One Follen St. was built on the site of a former 
state arsenal (I816) by Edwin H. Abbott, a lawyer and president of the 
Wisconsin Central Company, who had moved to Cambridge from Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. The house stayed in the Abbott family until 1937» v/hen it 
was purchased by the Longy School of Music. , ̂  . ... 

The Longy School had been founded i n 1915 by Georges Longy, principal 
oboist of the Boston Symphony Orchestra to provide musical education i n 
the French manner to children of Symphony players. I n 1930 the school 
moved from Boston to a location on Church street i n Cambridge. By the 
time i t purchased the Abbott house, the Longy School offered musical 
education to adults and children of the community at large and had a 
Junior and Senior Diploma program. Longy was succeeded as Director by 
his daughter, Mme. Renee Longy Miquelle, Minna Fraziska H o l l (1926-1941) 
and M e l v i l l e Smith (1941-61). More recent Directors have included Nichols 
Van Slyck and the present Director, Roman Totenberg. Throughout the 
school's h i s t o r y , there has been a strong emphasis on solfege, musicianshi 
and theory i n the French t r a d i t i o n . 

For i t s importance i n understanding the development of Cambridge 
during the l840's, Follen St. i s s i g n i f i c a n t under C r i t e r i o n A, and for 
i t s associations with such individuals as Whitney, Gould, Winlock, Longy 
and others who played important roles i n the f i e l d s of science, education 
and music, Follen St. i s s i g n i f i c a n t under C r i t e r i o n B. 

Staple to Inventory form at botton. 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHJSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Community: 

Cambridge Mass. 

Form No: 
O.C. 
I 14 

Property Nane: F o l l e n S t . 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

Architectural Significance con't. 

century i s represented, except the Gothic Revival. Follen Street lacks 
s t r i c t architectural unity, but the q u a l i t y and spacing of the houses, 
the high level of maintenance, and the canopy of splendid, mature trees 
make i t a remarkably s a t i s f y i n g visual whole. 

at X roj-xen CJT:., aeaignea i n looy oy ijongiexiow, Aiaen and Harlow. The 
firm of Longfellow and Harlow (Alexander Wadsworth Longfellow, 1854-1934; 
and Alfred B. Harlow, I857-I927) was founded i n I886. Frank E. Alden 
(I859-I9O8) joined the partnership i n I887. 
1896 and was carried .on by Longfellow under 
three partners had formerly worked fo r H.H._ 
sented i n t h i s Romanesque Revival b u i l d i n g , 
to have been Longfellow, nephew of the poet, 
M.I.T. and the Ecole des Beaux-Arts i n Paris 

Significant structures on Follen Street include the Frfwin Abbot House 
1 Follen St., designed i n I889 by Longfellow, Alden and Harlow.. The 

The fir m continued u n t i l 
his own name u n t i l 1915- A l l 
Richardson, a fact well repre-
The p r i n c i p a l designer seems 
who studied architecture at 

B u i l t of grayish and rust-colored granite with sandstone t r i m , 1 
Follen Street is a 2h story L-shaped house, with an extensive rear ser­
vice wing forming the long side of the L. The p r i n c i p a l facade 
on Follen St. has an arched entrance, flanked on the l e f t by a semi­
c i r c u l a r bay on the f i r s t and second flo o r s capped by a conical roof, and 
on the r i g h t , by banded and single windows. There i s also a semicircular 
staircase tower i n the angle of the L. The roof i s hipped with many dor­
mers. Only the f r o n t t u r r e t retains i t s o r i g i n a l orange roof t i l e s ; the 
others have been replaced by asphalt roofing i n a matching shade' of orange 

Inside is a fireplaced s t a i r h a l l of unusually grand proportions. Th 
large room to the l e f t of the entrance (Studio 2) was designed as a l i b r a r 
with an adjoining study (now an o f f i c e ) to the rear. On the r i g h t 
are the o r i a i n a l parlor and dining room (now the receotion and Direc­
to r ' s o f f i c e , respectively). The h a l l , a l l p r i n c i p a l rooms on the f i r s t 
f l o o r , and some second f l o o r rooms are la v i s h l y wood panelled; some have 
exposed c e i l i n g beams. ,. , • '''• -̂̂^̂  

Prior to I968, r e l a t i v e l y few alterations were made to the building 
i n spite of i t s changed use. The parlor was divided into two rooms and a 
vestibule, and a few i n t e r i o r openings were made. I n I968, a new concert 
h a l l - l i b r a r y addition v/as designed by the firm of Huygens and Tappe i n 
a modern but complimentary s t y l e . I t i s located on the s i t e of the former 
terrace and a portion of the back garden. For the addition, the architect 
chose brick i n varying shades of orange l i g h t e r than, but harmonious w i t h , 
th6 particolored granite of the I889 building. They also continued the 
sandstone trim of the older b u i l d i n g with courses of the same t r i m , color 
and texture. The rear wall of the o r i g i n a l building was preserved as one 
wall of the concert h a l l lobby. - -

• .. V , .. . • . . «• Continued 

Staple to Inventory form at b o t t o i k 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM ŜSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 
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Cambridge, Mass. 
Cambridge MRA 

Form No: 
O.C. 
I 14 

Property Name: p ^ ^ i ^ ^ g t . 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l S i g n i f i c a n c e c o n ' t . ,^ . . 

' •̂ 5 F o l l e n S t . was b u i l t i n the Bracketed I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e i n 185 3. 
A T-shaped house w i t h minirtial ornamenta t ion , i t der ives i t s s i g n i f i c a n c e 
from i t s b u i l d e r s , Moses and Je red iah R icke r , carpenters who erected f o u r 

. Greek Reviva l double houses on Cambridge S t . f o r Royal Richardson. 

The Second Waterhouse House at 9 F o l l e n S t , i s a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y 
s i g n i f i c a n t as an ou ts tanding example o f Greek Reviva l domestic a r c h i t e c t u 
w i t h i n the context o f F o l l e n S t . and Old Cambridge as a whole. B u i l t i n 

• 1844 by Charles Saunders, 9 F o l l e n S t . has a l a rge center entrance, and 
' b o l d l y scaled Greek Reviva l d e t a i l , i n c l u d i n g an entrance porch w i t h 

Doric columns, wide corner p i l a s t e r s t r i p s , c rosse t ted window frames, and 
gabled dormers. The i n t e r i o r woodwork i s simple but w e l l p ropor t ioned 
and s k i l l f u l l y executed. There are seve ra l marble f i r e p l a c e s i n the 
house, i n c l u d i n g one i n the p a r l o r . The rear k i t c h e n w i n g , or a t l e a s t 
p a r t o f i t , may be l a t e r than the r e s t o f the house. 

Number 10 F o l l e n S t . was designed i n 1875 by Peabody and Stearns . 
A 2 - s t o r y , symmetr ica l , almost square house, w i t h o r i g i n a l clapboard 
s i d i n g and s l a t e r o o f , i t s s teep ly p i t c h e d r o o f w i t h deck r e c a l l s the 
mansard s t y l e , w h i l e the entrance porch , center gable and dormers have 
an e laborate s t i c k - s t y l e t r ea tmen t . As i t i s a f i n e example o f a 
t r a n s i t i o n a l Mansa rd /S t i ck - s ty l e house, r a re i n Old Cambridge. 

13 F o l l e n S t . (1900) i s a C o l o n i a l Rev iva l house designed by Guy 
L o w e l l , apparent ly h i s f i r s t work. L o w e l l (1870-1927) was born i n 
Boston, s tud ied a r c h i t e c t u r e at M . I . T . and the Ecole des Beaux-Arts , 
and opened a Boston o f f i c e i n I9OO. Impor tant l o c a l commissions inc lude 
the Boston Museum o f Fine A r t s (1907-1915) and t w e n t y - f i v e b u i l d i n g s 
at P h i l l i p s Academy, Andover, beg inn ing i n 1904. v , 

' - 15 F o l l e n S t . was designed i n I9OO by the f i r m o f Warren, Smith & 
Biscoe. H. Langford Warren was born i n England i n 1857. He came to 
t h i s country i n I876 , s tud ied a r c h i t e c t u r e a t M . I . T . and spent f i v e 
years i n the o f f i c e o f H.H. Richardson. From I893 u n t i l h i s death i n 
1917, he v/as head o f the School o f Design at Harvard. B a s i c a l l y 
Georgian Rev iva l i n s t y l e , the house was b u i l t f o r Theodore W. Richards, 
an i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y known chemist on the Harvard f a c u l t y from I889- I928 . 
Apparent ly Richards took an a c t i v e i n t e r e s t i n the design and cons t ruc t i o r 
o f the house, us ing s t e e l support beams, and f i ve - cou r se b r i c k w a l l s 
i n s u l a t e d w i t h sea weed. * 

i 

29 F o l l e n S t . i s a f i n e example o f a Greek Reviva l house, f i v e bays 
wide w i t h a one-s tory columned porch runn ing the f u l l w id th o f the house. -> 
A more usual s i t i n g on a small l o t was gable end to the s t r e e t w i t h porch 
to the s i d e . The house r e t a in s i t s o r i g i n a l clapboard s i d i n g (f lushboards 
on the f i r s t - s t o r y f r o n t ) . On e i t h e r side o f the entrance i s a curved bay 
' • ' i th f l o o r - l e n g t h window. The window over the entrance has severa l panes^ 

: - S taple to Inven to ry form at botton. 
Continued 
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Property Name: F o l l e n S t . 

Indicate each item on inventory f o m v^iich is being continued below. 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l S i g n i f i c a n c e c o n ' t , 

dark blue g lass , said t o have been i n s t a l l e d by Mrs. Horace Mann, Ther-
i s a l a t e r a d d i t i o n to the r i g h t r ea r o f the house, 

44 F o l l e n S t , was erected at 13 Waterhouse S t , i n 1362 on the 
s i t e o f the former Red L i o n I n n . I t was moved i n 1923 t o make way f o r 
the C h r i s t i a n Science Church. An elegant and r a t h e r ornate mansard house 
w i t h prominent window bays, heavy p a i r e d r o o f b r acke t s , and a side door 
on F o l l e n S t . ( o r i g i n a l l y the Mass. Ave. e n t r a n c e ) , i t i s sa id t o be 
s i m i l i a r t o the B r a t t l e I n n , which nolonger s tands, and i s o f a t l eas t 
l o c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e . The s i d i n g and d e t a i l s are i n t a c t , except f o r the 
main door and p a i r e d windows above i t which were d e t r i m e n t l y a l t e r e d i n 
1942. 

F o l l e n S t , which conta ins many houses t h a t embody d i s t i n c t i v e 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f a type and t h a t represent the work o f severa l masters, 
i s a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t under C r i t e r i o n C, ^ 

Staple to Inven to ry form at botton. 
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* GR=Greek Revival; BI=Bracketed I t a l i a n a t e ; MS=Fansard; RR=Romanesque Revival; ST=Stick S t y l e ; 
CR=Colonial Revival; NG=Neo-Georgian; MD=Modern' 

* * r— C^Contributing: NC=Non-Contributing. 
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