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The Indian Park School is a single story one room frame 

structure topped by a steep gabled roof. The main entrance, on the 

south side of the building, is through an enclosed entry or cloak 

room. There is another door on the west side. The windows through­ 

out are rectangular 4x4 double hung set in a plain wooden frame. 

On the south end of the building over the main entrance is a marker 

indicating District No. 7 1884.

The grounds of the building are unchanged. Two outside 

toilets remain on the property wh@£e the remains of a horse 

shed are in evidence. A bar, from which swings once hung, is 

deeply imbedded in two large pine trees.
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The Indian Park school is significant because, since its 

construction in 1884, it nas not only provided the area residents 
with educational services, but has been an important community 

center as well for many of the early settlers in the mountainous 

areas of Douglas County.

The history of the area in and around Indian Park begins 
with ranching and large scale saw mill operations, a result of 

the coming of the railroads to the area in the early 1870's.
Lumber was sent to Denver for fuel as well as being sold 

to mining camps and towns which were thriving in the area. 

As early as 1872 there were several established ranches in the 

area, many of them running cattle on the open range. Families 

in the area worked at many things to subsist--working for the 
cattlemen, cutting and selling Christmas trees and boughs, 
lumbering, carpentering and painting for local homeowners, 

homesteading, operating small cafes for the tourist trade, 
mining attempts and bootlegging during prohibition.

School District No. 7, known as the mountain district, 
was organized May 7, 1883. Twelve children started school 

in 1884 when the one-room frame building was erected. Eight 

of the children had been going to school in District No. 5, 

Garbor Creek, and four children were from District No. 25. At 

times there were as many as twenty children attending school at 
Indian Park.„Children came to school from Pine Creek Store area 
(now known as Sprucewood Inn), roughly 3% miles southwest of the 
schoolhouse. The other area bouncfary for the school children

was about 3 miles east of the schoolhouse. Neighbors in the area
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built the schoolhouse.
On December 8, 1885, Frank Smith deeded to the School Board 

the one acre on which the school house is located. March 19, 1900, 
Frank's wife, Hannah Smith, deeded another acre, adjoining the 
schoolhouse, to the School Board for use as a family cemetery 
with the stipulation that it would remain intact.

During the period Indian Park School was operating academically, 
from 1884 to the spring of 1959, it was also used as a "gathering 
place" for members of the community. Early records note that 
Arbor Day celebrations were very important in Colorado schools. 
Other activities included annual picnics, Christmas and Halloween 
parties, pie socials, sledding parties and dances.

The Indian Park School House stood at rest from 1959 until 
1972 when it was purchased from Douglas County School Board RE 1 
-on condition that "such land shall never be used otherwise than 
for public purposes'*'; The Indian Park School House Association 
was formed and incorporated for the purpose of maintaining the 
property as a historical site and community center. The member­ 
ship consists of persons living in the Jarre Canyon and Indian 
Park areas. Because of its location, it still provides the 
community with a central gathering place.

Today : the Indian Park School continues to play an important 
role in the life of thecofflttt-unity. Recent events have included 
annual picnics on Colorado Day, Fourth of July, Labor Day, 
college workshop classes, and discussions on matters of local 

concern. These include formation of a proposedfire district, 
continued meetings with Forest Service Representatives to discuss 

motor bike and snow-mobile trail usage and impact upon private 

property owners.


