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The Pioneer Club building was constructed in 1905. Facing east, 
it has no dominant architectural style. The structure measured 57 
feet by 33 feet and is somewhat unique for its combination hipped- 
gabled roof line. It was built according to a formal plan, which 
is suggested by its recessed central entryway. Three doors with fan 
lights open into the structure one each into the wings and one into 
the central part of the building. The roof of the porch is supported 
by four small Tuscan-style columns, the floor of the porch is wood, 
and lap siding covers the entire structure.

The interior floor plan of the building has not been altered. 
The north wing houses kitchen facilities and book shelves; the south 
wing contains only enclosed bookcases along the walls; and the central 
portion of the building contains a stage on the west wall. There is 
no partition between the south wing and the stage room; one does, 
however, separate the north wing. The floors and all woodwork are 
constructed from hardwoods.

The building is excellently maintained and serves its original 
purpose.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Pioneer Club property is especially significant because it 
suggests the social and educational evolution of Indian Territory 
and Oklahoma. The community of Atoka developed rapidly after 1875 
when the railroad linked it with points both north and south. Ini 
tially only a small Choctaw Indian settlement, the town became a 
center of commerce and industry (saw milling) with a predominantly 
white population. Because they were in Indian Territory, white resi 
dents did not have available to them those types of social institu 
tions to which they were accustomed in the states. Without these 
and without the ability to participate in governmental affairs, they 
lacked means of developing a sense of community and corporate identi 
fication. This was a particularly difficulty situation for those 
whites who were women, and they were soon at pains to find a way to 
correct the situation. Joining with mixed-blood Indian women who 
were anxious to imitate the cultural patterns of the white population, 
the white women in 1896 organized the Pioneer Club of Atoka. The 
first president was Mrs. E. N. Wright, the wife of a Choctaw physician 
and politician and the mother of historian Muriel Wright. The purpose 
of the club was to promote social intercourse, adult education, and 
civic improvement.

Organized when it was (1896), the Pioneer Club was the first 
women's organization in Indian Territory, not to mention the Choctaw 
Nation. Moreover, it became a part of the National Federation of 
Women's Clubs in 1901, and was that group's first chapter in what is 
now Oklahoma. Believing that their work could be best carried out if 
they had their own club house, the women of the Pioneer Club raised 
money for and then built the structure that now stands on the corner 
of First and Mississippi streets. Designed strictly as a club house, 
the building was completed in 1905. The facility immediately became 
a community center and provided the membership with the corporate 
identity previously lacking among those who were alien residents in 
the Choctaw Nation. With room now available, the women organized 
a public library the first in the state, They also carried out other 
cultural enrichment and civic activities, a program of work that made 
the Pioneer Club a model for women's clubs in the region, especially 
after Oklahoma became a state in 1907.
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The Pioneer Club is still an active organization. Periodically, 
it sponsors adult education programs, cultural activities, and civic 
functions. And its members take pride in the fact that the club has 
such a rich historical tradition. Especially important to them is 
the fact that when no other avenues existed, the club provided a 
vehicle for social intercourse that produced a sense of community, for 
cultural enrichment opportunities (education), and for keeping abreast 
of current literature by means of a library.


