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The house is "a stately well^reserved two-story brick residence of 
: French-mansard design with a pjjcturesque tower entrance and mansard 
roof. Erected on a rugged stone"TolmdaTion, tiie house has fine 
woodwork, oak flooring, and ornate windows. The house has twelve 
rooms in all with a well drained basement. The second floor 
includes a private apartment and is occupied by a caretaker.

It has been restored to its original appearance both inside and out 
with only such alterations as necessary for use by the public such 
as heating, air-conditioning, rest rooms, cloakroom, and modern 
kitchen equipment on both floors.
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The Benton House has been the home of only two families since 1890. 
The house was built iiiJL87^^yjN[a^oj,a^_0}imer, and F. R. Kautz. was 
the owner when Dr. andT^sT Itenton purchased the home in 189jQ_,_ "Dr. 
Benton sold the house to Mr." and Mrs. Willis K. Miller on August 7, 
1907. Mr. Herschel Miller, son of W. K. Miller, sold the property 
to the Irvington Historic Landmarks Foundation, Inc. in June of 1966. 
The joint boards of the Irvington Union of Clubs and the Irvington 
Historical Society, sponsoring organizations, elected the first 
Board of Directors of the Irvington Historic Landmarks Foundation 
which is a self-perpetuating board. The Benton House has been 
restored as a community landmark, and as ja. museum of the -Victorian period, 
It is used as headquarters for the two sponsoring groups and for 
meetings by cultural groups in the community.

The home is located in Irvington, which was a suburb of Indianapolis, 
founded in 1870. The area was known as a seat of culture, especially 
when Butler University was located in Irvington. Dr. and Mrs. Benton 
became residents of Irvington in 1887 and soon occupied the house at 
312 South Downey Avenue. Dr. Benton was twice president of Butler 
University, and his home was one of the showplaces of Irvington. 
Famous people from all over the world were his guests for Dr. Benton 
was prominently identified with the early educational history of 
Indiana, Ohio and Nebraska.
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Indiana History Bulletin 
"The Irvington Benton House Project" by Howard C. Caldwell, March, 1966.
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DONALD D. DICK - Architect
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BENTON HOUSE
DONALD D. DICK - Architect


