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PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

This terraced bleacher is built of river cobbles and has concrete benches 
faced with cobbles. Low walls surrounding the stadium are of cobbles with 
concrete caps. The :front wall is divided into bays by cobble pilasters. 
The stadium bleachers face east, being constructed into the embankment of 
the former highway bridge approach.



STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE/HISTORY

Tempe Beach Stadium is significant for its association with the historical 
development of Tempe's first recreation park. The river frontage known as 
Tempe Beach was popular as early as 1916. A large public pool was constructed 
under the direction of Neils Stolberg (#218,219,220) in 1923 on the north side 
of First Street west of Mill Avenue. In 1927 the City acquired the property 
from the pool west to the highway at Ash Avenue, and a band stand was erected 
using cobblestones. In 1928 a baseball field was laid out in that area to the 
west. With the..construction of the Mill Avenue bridge (#226 - 1929-1931), 
development of--the park continued to shift to the west. In 1934 the Tempe 
Beach committee^, headed by Garfield Goodwin, began construction of a cobble 
stone wall around the entire park and the development of the stadium bleachers. 
This use of cobblestone is unique and once extended to all of the park structure, 
With construction of the new pool in the 1960's, much of this cobblestone work 
was lost.
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA/LEGAL DESCRIPTION/VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

S% NW% Section 15, TIN, R4E As shown on the accompanying aerial photograph,
the boundary of the nominated property includes

Tempe Quad the intact portions of the Tempe Beach Stadium
and Ball field. This area is an approximately

Z-12, E-412400, N-3699140 1.8 acre parcel measuring 282 feet on the south,
270 feet on the east, 270 feet on the north, and 
290 feet on the west. The site includes all of 
the remaining cobblestone structure on the south
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