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The Congregational Church of Faribault on Third Street and Third Avenue North
was constructed in 1867 to serve the Congregational people of Faribault and
vicinity. The land the church stands on was given to the church by the city's
founder, Alexander Faribault.

The architecture of the building is typical nineteenth century and has been
copied from Congregational Churches of New England. The one difference is the
-steeple is on the corner of the building rather than in the middle fromt, This
type of church served two purposes, the church above for the services and Sunday
School, and the basement (that is, the ground level), could be rented out to help
in the cost of runmning the church. This church has not been used in this way.
The basement was used for Sunday School rooms and a meeting place for the congrega-
tion in the early years.

The church is made of native Faribault limestone taken from the quarry east
of Faribault and transported to the site by team and wagon, It was built by local
stone masons, :

The original building was 40 x 75 feet, the spire 114 feet high, The walls
upstairs are 2 feet, 2 inches thick., The basement walls are 3 feet, 1 inch thick.
" An addition was added to the back of the church in the summer of 1910, and a
kitchen and Sunday School rooms were added later, This was made over into a
.chapel called the Mary Leavens Chapel., This addition is made of the same type
of limestone, and the same architecture, so it blends in w1th the or1g1na1 church,
This new addition 1s 24 by 35 feet. :

On the East side of the building is a ground level entrance which. goes directly
into the church, The outside of the building is original except for the small
. dormers which were taken off when the steeple was shingled, Above each window of
the church on the outside is a keystone with a decorative stone around it. The
~windows of the church are all stained glass. Some are original Tiffanys of great
value.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

‘The roots of the Congregational Church of Faribault date to 1856, when,
known as the Evangelical Congregational Church of Faribault, Dr. Charles Jewett
and Reverend Lauren Armsby (of New Hampshire) constructed the first religious
edifice in Rice County, Minnesota, at the site of the town of Faribault, This
first church prospered and soon divided into two groups known as the Plymouth
Church (responsible for construction of the present building in 1867) and the
First Congregational Church, 1In 1874, the two congregations again merged to occupy
the Plymouth Church building and became known as The Congregational Church of
Faribault,

The church building is significant both as the religious center for the
county's oldest congregation, and also for its architectural merit. Designed in
the early phase of the Romanesque Revival mode, the church is attributed to Saint
Paul pioneer architect Monroe Sheire (known mostly for his mansion-type stone
residences in the French Second Empire mode). The building has survived with
almost total exterior integrity and is in an excellent state of preservation. An
addition to the rear of the building was made in 1910 of similar materials and
design as not to detract from the original conception. Cosmetic improvements
through the more than one hundred years of use have done little to alter the
interior spatial configuration and function, The church is, therefore, an
excellent example of ecclesiastical archité&ctural design in post-Civil War
Minnesota,



FJMA]JOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

History of Rice and Steele Counties, Vol. I, especially at pp. 402 & 482, available at the
Buckham Memorial Library of Faribault, Minn; Anniversary Bulletin of Congregat10na1 Church
of Faribault, published in 1974 with date of 1856 on cover -- especially at pp., 2; History
of Rice County, Minn., by Rev., Edward D, Neill, published in 1882 -~ copies available at
Buckham Memorial Library; also Centennial Anniversary of the Congregational Church, 1856-

1956, Copies of Centennial bulletins of the church available in the church office in
Faribault.
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