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The Jacob Hamblin home was built of sandrock quarried from the red hills
behind the home. In 1863 stone masons, including Elias Morris and the Aver-
ett Brothers, were called by the Mormon Church to build a home for the Buck-
skin Apostle to the Lamanites (Indians). The builders left ‘'lrontown'' near
Cedar Clty, crossed the mountains to Santa Clara. In a short time a _two-
story home was constructed, built into the hillside so that the second story
could be entered from the outside at ground level.

The home has a regular gabled roof with shed extension in the rear, and
two porches running the full length of the house. The upper porch floor
slopes so that fruits could be dried on it. The main entrance is on the
south, opening into a hallway that leads to the rear of the home into the
kitchen and storage areas.

Because Jacob had two wives at the time the home was built, the room
to the right (east) and the room to the left (west) are nearly identical with
beds, fireplaces on the outside walls, and small stairs ascending to the
second floor from the back outside corner of each room.

On the second floor is a large room, used for religious, civic and
social events. People could enter it directly from the outside without going
into the main private quarters. Behind the main room,in the lower shed por-
tion of the back room,were two small, short-ceilinged sleeping rooms used by
the smaller children.

Hamblin's two wives, Rachel Judd and Pricilla Leavitt, apparently dearly
loved each other. Together they had five and three children respectively and
cared for some of Jacob's older children by his first wife. Later Jacob
married a young Indian girl as a fourth wife, and finally Louisa Bonelli, as
a fifth. It seems probable the house may have been home to as many as ten
to fifteen children and three or four wives. His second wife, Rachel, died
in the home in 1864. However, Louisa preferred to live by herself and other
arrangements were provided,

With his call to Kanab, Utah, in 1871, Jacob Hamblin moved his family
|from the home to the new location.

Under the auspices of Utah State Parks and Recreation Division, with
cooperation and financial assistance from the Mormon Church, the home has
been carefully renovated and restored. Very few of Hamblin's furnishings
have been located, yet period furniture typical of the region has been ob-
tained. The site is open to visitors and conveys the story of this pioneer's
life and impact in southern Utah's history.

SIGNIFICANCE (continued):

It is fitting that Jacob Hamblin's church-built home should be preserved
as a monument to this southwestern pioneer. Because he was also a polygamist)
the Buckskin Apostle, when he died August 31, 1886, was a fugitive from
justice. His last years were spent in southern Utah, Arizona, New Mexico
and Old Mexico.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Jacob Hamblin arrived in Santa Clara, Utah as early as 1854 with sev-
eral other young Indian missionaries. Their task was to convert the Laman-
ites to the Mormon Church, if possible, and develop peaceful relationships
with them in any case.

By 1856 the missionaries brought their wives to Fort Clara where a
meager livelihood was obtained by hard work and irrigation. In 1857 Jacob
was appointed president of all the Southern Indian Missions by Brigham Young
His duties increased greatly with the unrest associated with the Mountain
Meadows Massacre in September 1857. Hamblin and Thales Haskell both were in
the north courting and marrying young wives. The foursome returned to Santg
Clara via Mountain Meadows, one of the first groups to witness the carnage,.
Hamblin aided in the recovery and return of the surviving children.

The Buckskin Apostle had a difficult time pacifying the Indians toward
the Mormons, while seeking their alliance against Johnston's Army during
the Mormon War of 1857-1858. Jacob Hamblin was trusted by the Indians.

He believed in absolute honesty when dealing with them, in showing no fear
under any condition, but he also demanded justice from them as well.

Life at Fort Clara continued difficult. Tragedy came often. In the
fall of 1861 Swiss colonists arrived at the new settlements, but barely in
time to witness a large flood in the Clara River wipe out the whole settle-
ment early in 1862. As Hamblin was constantly away exploring or negotiating
with the Indians, he was unable to provide for his families. Consequently,
in 1863 missionaries were called to build Hamblin a home. His two wives
moved in as soon as it was finished. ‘

Jacob Hamblin made several exploring trips across the Colorado between
1858-1863, being the first person to circumnavigate the region of the Grand
Canyon. He also explored a wagon route to the Colorado River near Callville
(Las Vegas area) in 1864. 1In conjunction with Henry W. Miller and Jesse
W. Crosby, Hamblin took a boat to the Colorado River at the mouth of Grand
Wash in 1867, and they were the first white men known to have navigated the
river from that point to the Virgin Rivers confluence about 75 miles down
stream. Hamblin also assisted John Wesley Powell in his surveys of the
Colorado River area. Together they helped negotiate a peace treaty with
Navajog# at Fort Defiance.

When Hamblin moved to Kanab, the home was leased to a Mr. Bauman who
used the home to produce wine. Later his daughter married into the Samuel
Knight family, which retained control of it until Clara Hamblin Harmon, a
granddaughter of Jacob, purchased it. The home was very delapidated when
the State Parks and Recreation Division took custody of it in 1959,

(continued on preceding page)




-

Paul D. Bailey, Jacob Hamblin, Buckskin Apostle (Los Angeles: Westernlore

Press, 1948).

Pearson Harris Corbett, Jacob Hambl|n

the Peace Maker (Salt Lake City:

Deseret Book Company, 1952).

Y.M.M.1.A, of the L.D.S. Church,

James Amasy Little, Jacob Hamblin. (Salt Lake City: General Board of the
1945) .

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW o ’ ” o ] ”» ¢} ’ » o ’ "
a0 E N B B A E S
SE ° g " ° ’ »
Sw o ’ » o * ]
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 3
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE'OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: CODE | COUNTY S : ! copE
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

NAME AND TITLE:

Melvin T. Smith

ORGANIZATION

Utah Historical Society

DATE

November 9, 1970

STREET AND NUMBER:

603 East South Temple

CITY OR TOWN:

Salt Lake City

STATE

CODE

Utah

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:

State [y Local [7]

The recommended

National [,a

Name - A g d g

Milton L. Weilenmann

Titte Utah State Liaison Officer

Date November 10, 1970

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

ﬁ sz%/f ,o/fzwcé/f/
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