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Lincoln County, Colorado

County/State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)

[X] private [X] building(s)
[X] public-local [ ]district
[ ] public-State [ ]site

[ ]structure
[ ] object

[ ] public-Federal

Name of related multiple property listing.
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

Railroads in Colorado, 1858-1948

Category of Property Number of Resources within Property

(Do not count previously listed resources.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 0 buildings
0 0 sites
0 3 structures
0 0 objects
1 3 Total

Number of contributing resources
previously listed in the National
Register.

0

6. Function or Use

Historic Function

(Enter categories from instructions)

Current Functions‘

(Enter categories from instructions)

Rail-related Museum
7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

Late 19" and Early 20" Century

American Movements

Narrative Description

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation Concrete

walls Brick; Asbestos

roof Asphalt

other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria

ngark x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National
egister listing.)

[X] A Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history.

[ 1 B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

[X] € Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a
type, period, or method of construction or represents
the work of a master, or possesses high artistic
values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

[ 1 D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark “'x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

[ 1 A owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

{ 1 B removed from its original location.

[ 1 C abirthplace or grave.

[ ] D acemetery.

[ 1 E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
[ 1 F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

Areas of Significance

(Enter categories from instructions)

Transportation

Architecture

Periods of Significance
1910-1952

Significant Dates
1936

Significant Person(s)

(Complete if Criterion B is marked above).

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railroad

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography

(Cite the books, articles and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

[] prehmnnary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been
requested

[ 1 previously listed in the National Register

[ ] previously determined eligible by the National Register

[ ] designated a National Historic Landmark

{ ] recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

#

[ ] recorded by Historic American Engineering Record

#
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Name of Property

Primary location of additional data:
[X] State Historic Preservation Office

[ ] Other State Agency

[ ] Federal Agency

[ 1Local Government

[ 1 University

[ ]1Other

Name of repository: )
Colorado Historical Society

Lincoln County, Colorado

County/State



10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property _ less than one

UTM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1. 13 613270 4346260
Zone Easting Northing
2.
Zone Easting Northing
3.
Zone Easting Northing
4.
Zone Easting Northing

Verbal Boundalt? Description

(Describe the boundaries of property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
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[ ] See continuation sheet
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DESCRIPTION

The Limon Railroad Depot, built in 1910 and modernized in the late 1930s, is located on its roughly
triangular original site between the historic rights-of-way of the Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific
Railroad (CRI&P) and the Union Pacific Railroad (UP). The depot is situated immediately south of the
commercial center of Limon (Fig.1). The depot'’s south elevation faces the former CRI&P mainline
running west to Colorado Springs and east to Burlington (and on to Kansas City and Chicago). Only a
short section of track remains for use as a house track by the Limon Heritage Museum which now
occupies the depot. The Rock Island tracks west from this interchange and the Rock Island bridge
(No. 5308) which spanned the nearby Big Sandy Creek were sold for scrap and removed in 1994, The
Union Pacific tracks from Denver to Hugo remain on the depot’s west elevation. The Rock Island/Union
Pacific diamond crossing just southwest of the depot has been removed. The north elevation faces the
former CRI&P track (now owned by RailAmerica, Inc.) which swings north to join the UP tracks to
Denver.

The former gravel surface around the depot is now partially covered in grass. A split-rail fence
separates the depot area and parking lot on the north from First Street. The fence continues around
the western edge of the property. A fence separates the depot from the Union Pacific office to the
south. Foundation plantings include juniper bushes and flower beds. Several deciduous trees occupy
spaces in the north depot grounds. Several vintage passengers cars and a caboose sit on the house
track. The area to the east of the depot contains an assortment of railroad related signals and crossing
markers. A crossing protection gate stands southwest of the depot where it can pivot across both the
CRI&P and the UP tracks.

The wood-frame I-plan depot measures approximately 30 feet by 120 feet. The one-story building
rises from a concrete foundation with a 44-inch high brick veneer wall and water table. The rowlock
coping forms a sill course for the larger depot windows. The upper portion of the building is sheathed
in cement-asbestos siding over the original clapboard. The windows and doors are all wood framed
and date to the late-1930s modernization of the depot. The hipped roof with flared eaves and
decoratively cut rafter ends is covered with green asphalt shingles applied in August 1990 to repair
damage resulting from a June 1990 tornado. The roof terminates at each end in slightly elevated
pyramidal sections. Two metal flues and a brick chimney pierce the roof. Painted signs indicating the
station’s name and elevation rise from the west and east elevation eaves.

Rock Island classified the Limon Depot as a "west end" depot, due to the location of its passenger
waiting room within the interior plan. The external plan and massing of the depot is symmetrical,
however, the irregular fenestration reflects the division and uses of the interior spaces.

The south and east elevations are nearly mirror images of each other. The notable exception is the
station agent’s bay window which occupies the southwest corner of the building. The five-sided bay is
filled with two-over-two single-hung sash. To the east of the bay is a solid wood door with a circular
window which opens into the office. From west to east, the remainder of the south elevation contains:
a pair of three-light windows; a solid wood waiting room door with circular window and narrow side
lights; a four-part waiting room window; a three-light window; a one-light fixed window; a pedestrian
door surrounded by wood infill in a former freight door opening; and a final pair of three-light windows.
The three-light windows are each divided horizontally. The waiting room windows consist of pairs of
horizontally divided four-light windows with flanking two-over-two single-hung sash. When replacing
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the tornado-damaged window glazing, volunteers were not able to locate corrugated glass to match the
original door side lights.

Figure 1 SITE MAP
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SIGNIFICANCE

The 1910 Limon Railroad Depot meets the National Register registration requirements for the depot
property type in the multiple property document, Railroads in Colorado, 1858-1948. The depot is
eligible under Criterion A in the area of transportation for its association with eastern Colorado rail
transportation. Railroad transportation was a key factor in the establishment of Limon and its growth
during the first half of the twentieth century. Rail service allowed Limon to become an important
shipping point for agricultural products. The town’s location at the intersection of the Union Pacific
Railroad and the Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific Railroad, and its designation as a division point on
the latter railroad, made Limon an important regional rail center and a major source of local
employment. The depot, though no longer used for rail operations, remains at the center of area rail
traffic on the Union Pacific and on RailAmerica, Inc., a short-line rail operator and successor to the
Rock Island.

The depot is also eligible under Criterion C for its architectural significance. The Limon Depot is one of
only three Rock Island depots in Colorado remaining in their place of operation. The Rock Island used
similar designs for its passenger stations, varying each to meet site characteristics and traffic
requirements. The Limon Depot is important for its design adaptations which allowed it to effectively
serve and manage traffic at a major rail junction. Though modernized in the late 1930s, the depot
retains its location, exterior massing and interior design from the 1910 construction. In particular, the
corner station agent’s office remains intact. This is an especially important character defining element
of the depot’s original design and operation.

The period of significance begins with the depot’s construction in 1910 and extends to the year 1952, a
date fifty-years-of-age in keeping with National Register criteria. The year 1936 is a significant date for
the modernization of the depot. The depot has survived rail yard accidents, a major tornado, years of
neglect, vandalism and theft, and well meaning restoration efforts by volunteers. The building stands
with its standard combination depot design and station agent’s office intact. In its new setting as a local
history museum it retains a high degree of integrity of location, structural design, historical feeling and
ongoing railroad association.

EARLY HISTORY OF THE ROCK ISLAND RAILROAD IN COLORADO

In the early 1880s, the managers of the Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific (CRI&P) considered various
plans to extend their rail line westward from Kansas to connect with other railroads in Colorado (see fig.
5). Of particular interest was the proposed Colorado Midland that was to run west out of Colorado
Springs to the mountain mining communities. The Rock Island incorporated the wholly-owned subsidiary
Chicago, Kansas, and Nebraska Railway (CK&N) in 1885 to construct the expanded route. The CK&N
conducted surveys and acquired rights-of-way and other properties to extend a line through northern
Kansas and into Colorado. Actual construction began from Horton, Kansas, on July 1, 1886. By early
1888 the rails reached Goodland, Kansas.

The Rock Island planned to have a single track across the eastern plains into Colorado, branching as it
approached the mountains--one track going to Denver and the other to Colorado Springs. In the late
1880s the Rock Island chose what was to become Limon's Camp, about 15 miles west of the Union
Pacific Railroad division point in Hugo, on Union Pacific (UP) track, for the division point for its tracks .
going to Denver and Colorado Springs. To speed construction in the spring of 1888, the CK&N put
multiple work crews into the field. Grading and track laying crews started west from end-of-track in
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The first scheduled Rock Island passenger trains between Colorado Springs and Goodland started
daily service on November 4, 1888. (After 1888 all scheduling was listed under the Rock Island name
and by 1891 the CK&N was formally absorbed by the Rock Island.) Initially, Rock Island passenger
trains went from Chicago to Colorado Springs (the "Rocky Mountain Limited” offered 24-hour service
between the two cities) then on to Denver or Pueblo over the tracks of the Denver & Rio Grande or the
Santa Fe Railway. After the Union Pacific granted the Rock Island use of its line from Limon to
Denver in April 1889, the Rock Island discontinued its run from Colorado Springs to Denver.

The Rock Island connection with the Colorado Midland proved valuable to both railroads, however,
passenger interchange was never up to Rock Island's expectations. The connection at Denver produced
much more passenger and freight traffic than did Colorado Springs. This was particularly true after the
abandonment of the Midland following World War I. The Rock Island provided transportation to many
immigrant families who came into the area lured by cheap land under the Homestead Act and the
attractive advertising produced by the railroads. Immigrants to this region of eastern Colorado were often
Russians and Slovakians who found the region similar to the steppes of their homeland.

BRIEF HISTORY OF LIMON AND RAIL TRANSPORTATION

With the beginning of rail bed construction in 1888, Limon's Camp became a destination which slowly
evolved into the small town of Limon Station. Thus began the long history of Limon's close
development with rail transportation.

William S. Pershing, a land agent for the Union Pacific, and later Limon's first mayor, moved north from
Hugo and joined other land men in publicizing "the land of sunshine and wealth" for homesteaders and
small business operators. In 1900 Limon's population was only 75--but by 1904 many small
businesses began to appear and shortly after the Limon State Bank became the community’s first
bank. Population grew rapidly after 1905 and reached 600 by the end of the decade. The town was
incorporated on November 3, 1909. Limon developed north of the Rock Island/Union Pacific crossing
and the platting of the town site put the railroad station on First Street and E Avenue at the southern
edge of downtown where it would remain during the ups and downs of the railroad. The building
served as a union depot for the Rock Island and the Union Pacific, though the majority of passenger
trains stopping at Limon were Rock Island. Interestingly, Limon's Baptist Church was organized in
1915 in a railroad chapel car.

As a division point on the CRI&P, the railroad developed a significant yard and shop facilities (see fig.
6). At its zenith, the Rock Island employed 300 people in Limon. In addition to the depot, the railroad
constructed a 10-stall roundhouse to service locomotives, a coal tipple and water tower (supplied by its
own wells and water treatment facility) and a nine-track rail yard to switch cars traveling between
Denver, Colorado Springs, and points east. The yard also provided rail access to numerous grain
elevators located along First Avenue. The railroad constructed a Grier House hotel and eating house
just southeast of the depot. In the days before dining cars, trains stopped at dining rooms along their
routes to allow passengers to eat. Often a single concessionaire provided dining facilities for an entire
railroad. The most famous of these were the Harvey Houses along the Santa Fe Railway. The 117
Grier Houses provided similar services throughout the CRI&P system.

Limon grew briskly during the 1920s only to be devastated by a fire in January 1924. Estimated losses
were placed at $150,000 which included many notable businesses. The Rock Island Railroad joined
the fire fighting effort by putting its own water supply into action during the blaze.
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The Rock Island built new depots when traffic warranted or to replace depots damaged by fire or train
derailments. The first Limon Depot, an untypical one-story combination design, burned on June 28,
1910." The new Limon Depot was one of numerous depots built by the Rock Island in the early
twentieth century following similar plans. These depots were of the combination type, combining both
passenger and freight operations. Combination depots typically consist of a waiting room at one end of
the building with baggage, freight and express relegated to other end. The station agent’s office, ticket
counter and other building services generally occupied the middle. Like other Rock Island depots in
Colorado, the new Limon facility was of wood frame construction with horizontal lap siding on the
exterior.

The Limon Depot incorporates a modification specifically designed to accommodate the adjacent
crossing of the Rock Island and Union Pacific tracks. The station agent was responsible for managing
train movements through the station area. To provide a good view of the tracks, most station agent
offices included a projecting bay on the track side of the depot. The first Limon Depot included such a
bay on its south elevation. While offering a good view of trains on the CRI&P tracks, as well as north-
bound trains on the Union Pacific tracks, the Limon agent could not see south-bound trains on the UP
tracks.

The 1910 depot removed the station agent’s blind spot by moving the bay window to the southwest
corner of the building. This offered the agent an unobstructed view of all arriving and departing trains.
The west end office location necessitated a shifting of the passenger waiting room to a central location
in the building with the freight operations on the east end.

To further control and protect the dangerous CRI&P/UP crossing, a large metal gate just outside the
station agent’s window could be swung across either track to warn approaching trains of the crossing’s
closure. The gate was designed to be remotely operated by the agent in the depot office.

The Limon Depot was unusual in that it serviced trains off all its elevations. Most depots have a
definite track side and a town side. With passenger and freight doors on both Rock Island track sides
and with the previously mentioned corner agent’s window, the Limon Depot easily accommodated its
multi-sided train service.

In 1936, Rock Island president J.D. Farrington initiated a modernization program. The program included
the upgrading or replacement of all types of rail facilities throughout the company’s territory. New depots
replaced a few of the older buildings but most were upgraded through the replacement of deteriorated
materials. It was during this period that most of the Colorado Rock Island depots received their cement-
asbestos siding, new windows and their modernist wood doors with the circular windows. The Limon
Depot received its upgrading during this period. In addition to the new siding, doors and windows, the
depot also received a partial veneer of smooth blond brick. The changes further emphasized the

' Doty, Michael C. and E.M. McFarland, "Rocketing to the Rockies", Colorado Rail Annual No. 17, Golden, CO: Colorado
Railroad Museum, 1987. Copies of the Limon newspapers for the period have been lost. The Denver Post and the Rocky
Mountain News from late June and early July contain no mention of the fire.
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horizontal lines of the depot and along with the “porthole” doors, gave the depot a more streamlined look
that complemented the railroad’s contemporaneous adoption of streamlined passenger trains and diesel
locomotives.

Other than a new roof, paint, and some interior modifications, the depot retains its late 1930s design and
materials. As one of only three CRI&P remaining in its original location, and as the only depot designed

specifically to accommodate a rail intersection, the Limon Depot is an architecturally significant building
associated with the Rock Island Railroad in Colorado.
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The nomination boundaries include the footprint of the depot forming a rectangle measuring 30 feet by
120 feet, in the Union Pacific Railroad right-of-way, located 205 feet south of First Street and 240 feet
west of the RailAmerica right-of-way.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

The nomination includes the land historically associated with the immediate operation of the Limon
Railroad Depot.
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PHOTOGRAPH LOG
The following information pertains to photograph numbers 1-11:

Name of Property. Limon Railroad Depot
Location: Lincoln County, Colorado
Photographer: Ed Vermillion
Date of Photographs: August 2001
Negatives: Limon Historical Society

Photo No. Photographic Information

1 North elevation; view to the south.
2 North elevation and north depot yard; view to the east.
3  West elevation; view to the east.

4  Station agent bay window on west elevation and crossing control gate;
view to the southeast.

5  Station agent bay window on west elevation, crossing control gate and
Union Pacific tracks toward Hugo; view to the southeast.

6  Station agent bay window, depot south elevation, crossing control gate and
display rolling stock; view to the east.

7  Station agent bay window, crossing control gate and Union Pacific tracks
toward Denver; view to the northwest.

8 Station agent bay window and crossing control gate with Union Pacific tracks
in the foreground; view to the north.

9  South depot elevation and display rolling stock; view to the west.

10  East elevation with former CRI&P tracks swinging north toward
junction with Union Pacific; view to the west.

11 East elevation with former CRI&P tracks in foreground; view to the west.
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Figure 10 SITE MAP WITH PHOTOGRAPH VIEWS
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