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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Buzzard Roost 1s an interpretive stop on the access road to the Natchez
Trace Parkway. There is a circular road with parking lot and an inter-
pretive exhibit shelter. A trail leads from the parking lot to the spring.
The supposed house site of Levi Colbert is on & slight rise overlooking
the parking area and road on the one side and U. §. Highway 72 on the
other. The site is grown up with high grass. The 014 Natchez Trace went
by the west side of the house that was built here and that served as

a stand or inn on the Trace. Hopefully in the near future proposed
archeological investigation will show where the house site was located.

Recommended treatment:

Preservation

Preliminary cost estimate for above:

$100.00

Photograph enclosed.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The second Natchez Trace stand in Alabama located 8% miles south of Colbert
Ferry on Buzzard Roost Creek, was operated by Levi Colbert. Little is
known of the establishment except that a circuit rider noted "Road (sic)

to Levi Colberts he is a half breed, though considered a clever man by
~travelers had a good house." Some time between the years 1815 and 1818
Levi retired to a farm near Cotton Gin Port, Mississippi, and left the
stand to be operated by his son-in-law, Kilpatrick Carter, who, after the
Trace had ceased to be a trunk highway, remained as a farmer.

The stand and farm Levi established here was an extensive ene. Travelers
who stopped at Buzzard Roost stand remarked that it was a "good place,"
or they "were well received, well fed and kindly treated." Levi Colbert
interested himself in other frontier enterprises, such as salt springs
and grist mills and in time became a wealthy man. Levi was often a
spokesman for the Chickasaw tribe and he died at Buzzard Roost Stand in
1834, while enroute to Washington on tribal business.

This stand, one of about 50, on the 0ld Natchez Trace provided an important
service for Trace travelers. Levi and his brothers were very instrumental
in getting various treaties (1805, 1816, 1818, 1825, 1830, 1832, 183%4)
signed as Chiefs of the Chickasaws.

Significance: 3rd order.
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