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COMMON:

Historical Museum of the Wa"bash Valley
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Sage-Robinson-Nagel House
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Terre Haute
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[~| District (3£j Building

n Site Q Structure

O Object

OWNERSH.P
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D Private

[3 Both

Public Acquisition: 

D '" Process 
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STATUS

Q3 Occupied
r— , .. . . 
|_| Unoccupied
r— , 0 . 
LJ Preservation work

in progress

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC

Yes:
K] Restrictedc— '
G Unrestricted —
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PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

r~| Agricultural

[ | Commercial

K~l Educational

Q Entertainment

| | Government

| | Industrial

O Military

[~X Museum

D Pork

I | Private Residence

I | Religious

| | Scientific

Transportation 

Other (Specify)

1 1 Comments

OWNER'S NAME:

Vigo County Historical Society, Inc.
STREET AND NUMBER:

South Sixth Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Terre Haute
llll:|iilllllll;illll;i|i;;i||llllliii:!;

Indiana 18

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:

Vigo County Court House
STREETANDNUMBER:

Third and Wabash Ave .
CITY OR TOWN:

Terre Haute Indiana 18

TITLE OF SURVEY:

Open Space Place and Park and Recreation Plan
DATE OF SURVEY . lyyl-lyvz Fed State County Loco

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Area Planning Dept. + Housing & Urban Development Office
STREET AND NUMBER:

120 So. 7th St.; Indiana Office; also in Washington,D.C
CITY OR TOWN:

Terre Haute Indiana 16"



CONDITION
[~| Excellent XT Good | | Fair

(Check One) 

I | Deteriorated

(Check One) 

QJ Altered Q Unaltered

n RU

D Moved

ns 1 I Unexposed

(Check One) 

fvft Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Title of property has been traced to 1825. Wm^lLSage^rominent baker 
and confectioner, purchased property in 186^ and built two-story brick home 
before 168(when listed in City tJirectorpfor first time). JHUjal.""house

facing east,containing 3 rooms upstairs,3 rooms downstairs. 
TRe 'bay-window isr.an ;impo±tant Italianate feature. The angle of the_JLow- 
pitchedT hip"roof is only about 30 degrees, and there are no gables. The 
projecting cornice is typically Italianate. The eaves project 3 ft.from wall 
and are supported by heavy double brackets composed of 2 modillions meeting 
at right angles. Between bracket pairs, rectangular attic windows + molding 
stress horizontality. The simple Palladian window are definitely Italian.

In 1875 Henry H.Robinson,, prominent dry-goods merchant, purchased the 
house and began maklrig changes. From early photos we know he added a cast- 
iron crown to the flat roof with the date '11875" wrought in a circle. He alsc 
had built the large two-story middle section annexation extending 20 ft. to 
the rear or west "of original structure, and 10 ft.in width. A third one- 
story portion was built on at the rear sometime later-before 12QJ5 when house 
was purchased by Clemens Nagel,meat packer. The Nagel family occupied the 
house until 1958T""when it became present Museum,owned by Historical Society.

The large brick mansion presently contains 15 room,2 baths, and large 
hallways on 3 floors, and is best described as Italianate. Wilbur D.Peat,in 
his Indiana Houses of the Nineteenth Century,Indiana Historical Society(l962] 
pp.120-21, considers the house soi "More closely related to the ideal Itali­ 
an spirit are the residences of irregular masses, asymetrical planning, and 
low-pitched roofs. At times they are L-shaped, having a projection toward 
the street, as represented by the Sage-Robinson-Nagel house at Terre Haute, 
now the Historical Museum of the Wabash Valley."

The central doorway is surmounted by a semi-circular transom and door- 
head. This semi-circular motif is repeated in the bay window and their heads 
All other windows have dripping wiaidow heads with an elegantly curved line on 
the upper edge-echoing the Palladian window head. The architect is unknown, 
but is thought to have designed both sections of the house. Duality is ex­ 
pressed, in paired brackets and double porch columns in the Sage house; 
singularity is expressed in the Robinson section with single brackets and 
single porch columns.The projecting cornice on the later section was re­ 
duced from 3 ft. to 2 ft.,but the moldings and attic windows remain same.

Robinson added north entrance doors with their Bavarian red-glass panes 
He was also responsible for two white carnival glass chandeliers and, Quezal 
Tiffany tulip chandelier(gas lights originally) and marble mantels in each 
room.His additions were typically Victorian. Ceilings are 1^- ft.in original 
section. The curving staircase is connected to left wall of front hall and 
originally had no other means of support coming up to 3**d floor attic on 
two levels. Four rooms have been restored as Victorian rooms, with plans for 
more such restoration. There are now 12 display rooms on 3 floors;basement 
level has been converted into meeting room and exhibit area. One room has 
been converted into reference library for historical resea
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Wilbur D. Peat, in his book Indiana Houses of the Nineteenth Century, 
Indiana Historical Society,1962, lists the house in~Plate No.10? as the 
"Sage-Robinson-Nagel House, 1*1-11 South Sixth St.,Terre Haute,Vigo County. 
William H.Sage original owner, Henry Robinson and Clemens Nagel later 
owners, Vigo County Historical Society present owner, Italianate, 1868, 
with later additions.(Page 121)"

Terre Haute, meaning "high land" in French, was platted in 1816, the 
year Indiana became a state, and has celebrated its Sesquicentennial. 
From the beginning it has always been a river town, serving as a pork- 
packing center and trading center for the entire Wabash Valley. The 
first owner of the house, William H. Sage, was .a prominent baker and 
confectioner.s the second owner, Henry Robinson, was a prominent dry goods 
merchant and auctioneer; the third owner, Clemens Nagel, was a prominent 
meat packer; all contributing to the growth of Terre Haute and its history.

The Museum was placed in this historic mansion house to serve two 
purposes - to restore a Victorian home and preserve it in the community, 
South SiacthrStpeei; of $erre^Itofcefhas \pe«n from its-beglBning a - street of - 
aanslonsroff the jrofctoent-ifieopie <®fetheae!£y»e Soniiiuiys off these fine old 
hofees,hayecbefeaitwrnede l»£ofapartment houses* business hou^ee, nursing homes 
or other commercial use, thus, altering their original lines, and refinements

The S&^s8p»ebln««fe*ageleHow*« *«wJMLan^ou^i4ej^ai^f« and retains 
all- the architefrtiflrt^«^gnif4caiice-pf Msili^ 9fr|^i The gy^undBvpf 
<totou>&^ coiwistnctf ti^^3J^e«ilot^v v»^-<^Pt::W^^ ittfeffcaRM 
Ihrfa the. ti»e«; ana^oUiMP i>lii»tfeig»^-4ffl4 #i«$l£f«i«fWE:^ftrJ*!ff; ^Wrt^FSffe? 1 
restpratlon^ The »ton«ti$lab waj* leading to the front entrance is original.

The former owners of the house lend significance-they were an early 
dry-goods merchant, an early confectioner-baker, and an early meat packer.



Peat's Indiana Hduses of the Nineteenth Century. Indlus.1962.

Art Work of Terre Haute, Ind. ,Ch
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(Mrs.) Dorothy J. Clark, Executive Secretary
ORGANIZATION DATE
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As the designated State Liaison Officer ''for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of' 1966 (Public Law' 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria ancf procedures set 
forth by ;the National Park Service. • The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National O '"State [£}'• Local 'Q'

Title Indiana State Liaison Officer

Batjterch 26, 1973
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register. • 1 • '' *l f J T

Chief, Office of Archeology ancf Hisfd

'4-l'h '
ric Preservation

ATTEST: / ^ fj

Keeper/of The National Regisj4/r 

Date ^ * £ / ̂


