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Vigo County Historical Society, Inc, .
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Title of property has been traced to 1825, Wm,H.Sage,prominent baker
and confectioner, purchased property in 1864 and built two-story brick home
before‘%§68(when listed in City Directory For first time). _Original house
was T[-shapéd facing east,containing 3 rooms upstairs,3 rooms downstairs,

The bay-window 1s~an;impn*tant Italianate feature, The angle of the low-
pitched "hip Toof is only about 30 degrees, and there are no gables, " The
projecting cornice is typically Italianate. The eaves project 3 ft,from wall
and are supvorted by heavy double “brackets composed of 2 modillions meeting
at right angles, Between bracket pairs, rectangular attic windows + molding
stress horizontality. The simple Palladian window are definitely Italian,

In 1875 Henry H,Robinson, prominent dry-goods merchant,purchased the
house and began making changes. From early photos we know he added a cast-
iron crown to the flat roof with the date "1875" wrought in a circle, He alsd
had built the large two—story middle section annexation extending 20 ft, to
the rear or west of original structure, and 10 ft.in width, A third one-
story portion was built on at the rear sometime later-before 190 5 when house
was purchased by Clemens Nagel,meat packer, The Nagel family occupied the
house until 1958 when it became present Museum,owned by Historical Society.

The large brick mansion presently contains 15 room,2 baths, and large
hallways on 3 floors, and is best described as Italianate, Wilbur D,Peat,in
his Indiana Houses of the Nineteenth Century,Indiana Historical Society(l962}
pp.120-21, considers the house sos "More closely related to the ideal Itali-
an spirit are the residences of irregular masses, asymetrical planning, and
low-pitched roofs. At times they are L-shaped, having a projection toward
the street, as represented by the Sage-Robinson-Nagel house at Terre Haute,
now the Historical Museum of the Wabash Valley,"

The central doorway is surmounted by a semi-circular transom and door-
head, This semi-circular motif is repeated in the bay window and their heads;
A1l other windows have dripping window heads with an elegantly curved line on
the upper edge-echoing the Palladian window head., The architect is unknown,
but is thought to have designed both sections of the house, Duality is ex-
oressed, in paired brackets and double porch columns in the Sage house;
singularity is expressed in the Robinson section with single brackets and
single porch columns,The projecting cornice on the later section was re-
duced from 3 ft. to 2 ft,,but the moldings and attic windows remain same,

Robinson added north entrance doors with their Bavarian red-glass panes
He was also responsible for two white carnival glass chandeliers and Quezal
Tiffany tulip chandelier(gas lights originally) and marble mantels in each
Yoom,Hls additions were typically Victorian, Ceilings are 14 ft,in original
section, The curving staircase is connected to left wall of front hall and
originally had no other means of support coming up to 3rd floor attic on
two levels. Four rooms have been restored as Victorian rooms, with plans for
more such restoration. There are now 12 display rooms on 3 floors;basement
level has been converted into meeting room and exhibit area, One room has
been converted into reference library for historical resea
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

| Even: this, trses; and-other plantings-lend significance -to.the. csntw-oldu

Wilbur D, Peat, in his book Indiana Houses of the Nineteenth Century,
Indiana Historical Society,l962 1ists the house in Plate No,1l07 as the
"Sage-Robinson-Nagel House, 1411 South Sixth St,,Terre Haute,Vigo County.
William H,Sage original owner, Henry Robinson and Clemens Nagel later
owners, Vigo County Historical Society present owner, Italianate, 1868,
with later additions,(Page 121)"

Terre Haute, meaning "high land" in French, was platted in 1816, the
year Indiana became a state, and has celebrated its Sesquicentennial.
From the beginning it has always been a river town, serving as a pork-
packing center and trading center for the entire Wabash Valley, The
first owner of the house, William H, Sage, was a prominent baker and
confectioner; the second owner, Hemry Robinson, was a prominent dry goods
merchant and auctioneer; the third owner, Clemens Nagel, was a prominrent
meat packer; all contributing to the growth of Terre Haute and its history,

The Museum was placed in this historic mansion house to serve two

purposes - to restore a Victorian home and 5{ serve it in the community,
South- Sixth: Stweet. of Terre:Hauberhas been:from.its-deginning.a street of-.

minsions-pf the prominent.people-ef-the. g«;jcy"gpSomuay of-these fine.old
hoises. hayec been: turned- inf o spartment houses,-busipess houses,: nursing home
or other commercial: use, thus, altering their original lines, and refinementsd,

The - Sage-iebinsoncdisgelc House has:bad.ne-outeide ;changes.and. retains
511 the architesturndosignifivence-of 1ts: 1868 peried) The grounds of the
‘house: conmistiof tue dargemndote;: very deep,: Which gives it the. proper: 9#’{:38.

‘festpration;: The,stonenslad. wadk: lesding-to the front entrance is original,

The former owners of the house lend significance-they were an early
dry-goods merchant, an early confectioner-baker, and an early meat packer,

There are so few excellent examples of the ideal Italianate style of




Peat's

Indiana Houses of the Nineteenth Century, Indlps,1962.

Art Work of Terre Haute,Ind.,Chicago,Gravure Illustration Co.,1907
Photo of "residence of C,W,Nagel" Vol.9,p.3

9 parts, illus,
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Vigo County Historical Society,Inc,
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