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FORM NO. 
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WALTHAM, MA MRA 

Town Waltham. MA 

Address 46 Lincoln Street  

Historic Name Pere^r Smith Hnn,» 

Use: Present Kes ident ia l 

Original Residential 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1851 

Style I ta l i anate 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric Clapboard 

Outbuildings none 

Condition Excel lent 

Moved no Date n/a 

Major Alterations (with dates) Large 

rear e l l s (n .d . ) 

Acreage 56,733 sc.ft . f-̂ -̂ Al-7-7 

Setting On large, vell- landscaped lot 

in area of 20th c. houses 

UTM REFERENCE l^j3/<:^:^n/^L'7<cyn  

USGS QUADRAK6LE /j=.^i,jr-Tr,Af 

SCALE 
Organization Vaith.m Hi^toric .^ Cnmr.. 

Date 

=;vi-eG jenKins 2/58 



•NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The Perex Smith House i s one of Valtham's f i n e s t t r a n s i t i o n a l Greek Revival/Italianate style 
houses. I t a l i a n a t e features include i t s symmetrical three bay facade, deep cornice trimmed 
with sâ -m brackets, and variety of window treatments including standard windows with pro- { \ 
j e c t i n g heads, round arched gable windows and a bracketed bay window on the side elevation. 
Greek Revival elements include the center entry with severe sidelight/transom surround, and 
the wide cornerboards and fascia/entablature. The house also helps to i l l u s t r a t e the mid-
19th century development of Piety Corner as a fashionable r e s i d e n t i a l neighborhood, and i s 
associated with a prominent lo c a l family. I t possesses i n t e g r i t y of location, desian, setting, 
ma'-'^r-ials, workmanship, feeling and association and meets c r i t e r i a A and L ot uhe ^KHi'. 
ARClfnttTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 

Set back from a winding residential street with a few eighteenth and nineteenth 
century houses and a great deal of twentieth century i n f i l l , this i s one of two Italianate 
houses with Greek . --vival features in the area and one of the best examples of this type 
in the city. The large house lot retains much of i t s pre-twentieth century rustic charm. 
The house i s L-shaped in form and i t s substantial main block i s characterized by a 
three-bay, center hall, plain main facade with two-bay end wall gables. Covered with 
clapboards, i t s corners are accentuated by heavy Doric pilasters composed of narrow 
vertical flush boards. I t s center entrance i s flanked by sidelights and i s surmounted by 
a narrow transom and a blind, e l l i p t i c a l arch with a paneled sunburst-like pattern. In 
general, windows are fully enframed with projecting wooden s i l l s and cornice-headed .,f 
l i n t e l s in the Italianate manner. Windows contain 6/6 wood sash. Above the second floor 
windows i s a heavy fascia board. The house i s enclosed by a broad gable roof (with 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

This house was built by Perez Smith, apparently about 1851. The date was determined 
by a report that Smith used the f i r s t Pond End Schoolhouse, which had just been replaced, 
as a tool shed while building this house, and the Town did not s e l l the school until 1851 
(Sanderson 1919:^2). Smith had, however, acquired the land as early as 1846 when he 
bought 22 acres that formerly were owned by the Sandersons who lived at the corner of 
Lexington and Lincoln streets (see 428 Lexington Street form). Most of Smith's land was 
on the south side of Lincoln Street near this house, but one lot comprised the triangle 
now formed by Lincoln, Curve, and Lexington streets and extended to the north side of 
Curve Street (see 508 Lexington Street fora). 

Perez Smith was related to Nathan Smith further up on Lincoln Street and lived in a 
house on Main Street before this one was built. He farmed the land and, after his death 
in the I870s, his son Edward P. Smith (1841-1935) inherited the property. Edward Smith • 
became president of the Waltham Co-operative Bank in 1895; he was also treasurer of the 
Waltham Gas Company and chairman of the Board of Assessors from 1892-1897 and 1918-1920. 
Edward Smith owned this property until his death in 1935. 

aJBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Hunt, Marjorie Childs. Article in Piety Cornerite, v. 5, no.9. Card f i l e . 
Waltham Public Library. 

Genealogical information on Edward P. Smith. Card f i l e . Waltham Public Library. 
Sanderson, Edmund L. 

1919 Piety Corner and Pond End Schools: History and Description. 
Publication No. It, Waltham Historical Society, Waltham, MA. 

Middlesex Deeds - 484:575 
Maps and atlases - 1854, 1875, 1886, 1900, 1915, 1923 
Directories - 1871, I88O, 1884, I886, I888-89, 1893, 1895, 1897-98, 1899, 1901, 

1907, 1909, 1910, 1912, 1921, 1923 



IN\^NTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CO-KISSION 
Office of the Secretar/, Boston 

Conrnunity: Form No: 

Waltham, MA 151 

PropertN' NaJTie: 
^ Fe r e z Smith House 

Indicate each item on inventory form v-tiich is being continued belcw. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICAI^CE ( c o n t ' d ) 

d i s t i n c t i v e wide, end wa l l gable p r o f i l e s ) . The a t t i c exhib i t s two round arch windows. 
The deep cornice features closely spaced brackets. To the rear of the main block i s an 
e l l composed of two-story and one-story segments. 

StaDle t o I n v e n t o r y form at b o t t om 
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EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 
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MULTIPLE 
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Smith, Perez, House 

Waltham MRA 
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CLASSIFICATION 
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STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 
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DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
descriptive text 
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incoln Street 
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1970 Atlas, City of Waltham 
Compiled by the Waltham 
Engineering Division 
Scale: 1 inch = UO feet 

Waltham, Massachusetts f'lRA 
46 Lincoln Street 
Perez Smith House 
49-3-8 
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