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« NATI ONAL REA STER CRITERIA STATEMENT (i f applicable)

The Perex Smith House i s one of Valtham's finest transitional Geek Revival/ltalianate style
houses. Italianate features include its symmetrical three bay facade, deep cornice trimed
with sa>m brackets, and variety of wi ndow treatments including standard wi ndows with pro- {\
jecting heads, round arched gable wi ndows and a bracketed bay wi ndow on the side elevation.

G eek Revival elenents include the center entry with severe sidelight/transom surround, and

the wide cornerboards and fascial/entablature. The house also helps to illustrate the md-

19th century devel opment of Piety Corner as a fashionable residential neighborhood, and i s
associated with a promnent local famly. | t possesses integrity of location, desian, setting,
m'-'*r-ials, workmanship, feeling and association and neets criteria A and L ot uhe "KH'.

ARA fntt TURAL SI GNIFI CANCE Describe inmportant architectural features and evaluate in terns of
other buildings within the community.

Set back froma winding residential street with a few eighteenth and nineteenth
century houses and a great deal of twentieth century infill, this i s one of tw Italianate
houses with Geek .--vival features in the area and one of the best exanples of this type
in the city. The large house | ot retains nuch of itspre-twentieth century rustic charm
The house i s L-shaped in formand itssubstantial main block is characterizedby a
three-bay, center hall, plain nain facade with two-bay end wall gables. Covered with
clapboards, itscorners are accentuated by heavy Doric pilasters conposed of narrow
vertical flush boards. Itscenter entrance is flanked by sidelights and i s surmounted by
a narrow transom and a blind, elliptical arch with a paneled sunburst-like pattern. In
general, windows are fully enframed with projecting wooden sills and cornice-headed o f
lintels in the Italianate manner. Wndows contain 66 wood sash. Above the second floor
windows i s a heavy fascia board. The house i s enclosed by a broad gable roof (with

H STCRICAL SIGNFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the
building relates to the devel opment of the community.

This house was built by Perez Smith, apparently about 1851. The date was determ ned
by a report that Smith used the first Pond End School house, which had just been replaced,
as a tool shed while building this house, and the Town did not sell the school until 1851
(Sanderson 1919:72). Snith had, however, acquired the land as early as 1846 when he
bought 22 acres that formerly were owed by the Sandersons wo |ived at the corner of
Lexington and Lincoln streets (see 428 Lexington Street form. Mst of Smith's land was
on the south side of Lincoln Street near this house, but one |ot conprised the triangle
now formed by Lincoln, Curve, and Lexington streets and extended to the north side of
Curve Street (see 508 Lexington Street fora).

Perez Smith was related to Nathan Smith further up on Lincoln Street and lived in a
house on Main Street before this one was built. H farmed the land and, after his death
in the 1870s, his son Edward P. Smith (1841-1935) inherited the property. FEdward Snith .
becane president of the WVl tham Co-operative Bank in 1895 he was also treasurer of the
Wl tham Gas Conpany and chairman of the Board of Assessors from 1892-1897 and 1918-1920.
Edward Smith owned this property until his death in 1935.
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Hunt, Marjorie Childs. Article in Piety Cornerite, v. 5 no.9. Card file.
V@l t ham Public Library.
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Sander son, Ednund L.
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Publication No. It, WAltham Historical Society, Véltham M
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICAIMCE (cont'd)

distinctive wide, end wall gable profiles).
The deep cornice features closely spaced brackets.
composed of two-story and one-story segments.

The attic exhibits two round arch windows.
To the rear of the main block is an

ell
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incoln Street
100
; updated to 1987
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1970 Atlas, City of Vltham
Conpi l ed by the V@l tham Vel t ham Massachusetts f'IRA
46 Lincoln Street

Engi neering Division
Scale: 1inch = UO feet Perez Smth House
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