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The Brookline ViIIa%e Cormercial District lies immediately north of the intersection
Of Boyl ston (Route 9) and Wshington Streets, extending about 2,000 feet northwest

on Vshington Street to the town hall conplex and about 1,000 feet north on Harvard
Street to Vbster Place. Thedistrict extends south of Boylston Street to include
the Brookline Village Fire Station which is acrucial visiaal boundary. Directly
across the street fromthe Fire Station is alarge, nodemconpl ex excluded from the
district. Forty-seven buildings conprise the district, nost of which were constructed
in the late nineteenth or early twentieth centuries.

Bui I dings withinthe district, as the nan@ in5)lies, are conmercial i n character.

Most are three or four stories inheight with shops onthe ground floor and of fices
and apartments above. Brick is the predomnant building material, frequently used
decoratively at com ces, above w ndows and between stories. The proximty of

the buildings to each other andsimlarities in sethack, massing, height, mterial e
and period create astriking urban streetscape that has been altered only slightly.;"> :

At the comer of Harvard and Kent Streets is the Brookline Trust Qirpany (#4)

whi ch was designed by Hartwel | and Richardson in 1893,  Three stories high, the brick
bui I di ng has segnent al - ar ched wi ndows on the second story and two groups of four
round- ar ched w ndows on the third story. Aniron balcony is belowthe center

w ndow Extensive alterations by Peabody and St eans i n 1902 included raising the
roof eight feet andadding aniron comce. Their granite first floor facade was
replaced by marble in the 1960's.

Across Kent Street is the Rooney Building (#5), built around 1880. Al though recent
alterations onthe first floor detract fromits appearance, cast iron colums,
sandstone |intels andkeystones and omanental brickwork still characterize the four
story brick structure.

Farther south on \shington Street are the ol onnade Buildings (#8,9,10), agroip of
three attached brick structures. Thenorth and mddl e buildings (# and9) \diich
were built by John Panter in 1872 are three stories high with mansard roofs. Al though
recent serious fires have altered the roofs, they are still mansard in form Both
buildings have altemating paired andsingle wndows ontheir third stories. Second
story w ndows have been changed on the mdde building (#9), but the bay diArision has
been retained. The south building (#10), erected three years later, is four stories
high. Recent renodeling of the village's post office, located onthe first floor,
has been in keepingwith the building's architectural character. The three buildings
are unifiedby corbeled com ces, segnental -arched w ndows, fenestration pattem

and storefronts with cast iron Corinthian colums. These details are typical of
nany of the -village's buildings.

Around the coner on Station Street stand the original buildings of the Holtzer-
Cabot Electric Gnpany (#11 and 12), Brookline's first andonly najor manufacturing
industry begun in 1888.  The brick, four-story buildings contain simplifiedarchi-
tectural elenments of other villagebuildings: corbeled com ces and segnental and
round- arched w ndows. Asquare tower i ntempts the facade of #12.
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# ONMP FROERTY QOMER, -
#1-3 Vol wor t h Bui | di ng lrving Trust Gonpany of NewYork, Trs.
13-15 Harvard Street clo EW Wolworth Q.
Brookl i ne 02146 Box 1665 Tax Departnent e e Ny
M | waukee, Wsconsin 53701 -
#4 Brookline Tnjst Q. Brookl i ne Trust Qo.
1-5 Harvard Street 1341 Beacon St., Brookline -
Brookl i ne
®
)] Rooney Bui | di ng Mxton L. Bardfleld, Tr.
7-9 Harvard Square 879 Beacon St.
#5 Br ookl i ne Bost on, MA 02215
#6 56 Harvard Sguare George Roth -
Brookl i ne 5 Harvard Square
47 1-3 Harvard Sy aare Jack J. and Barbaral. Scolnidc
Brookl i ne 34 S ocum Road
Janai ca Pl ain, M\ 02130
48 ol onnade Bui | di ng Joseph H Levin
231- 241 Washi ngton St. 4 Pond Brook Circle
Br ookl i ne st on, M\ 02193
49 Gol onnade Bui | di ng Lewi s J. Pollack et al, Trs.
217- 229 Wéshi ngt on St. 470 Totten Pond Road
Brookl i ne Vel t ham M\ 02154
0 Cdonnade Building Lewi s J. Pollack
# 1 207-213 Washington St. Se #9 t e e
Brookline ’
4 11 S Station Street Gark-Reid @., Inc.
Brookl i ne 5 Station St., Brookline O
#12 Hol t zer- Cabot Electric @. HEdward Sciaba, Jr. et al, Trs.
9-21 Station St. 502 Centre St.

Br ookl i ne Janai ca Plain, M\ 02130



Form No 10-300a
(Hev 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR FOR NPS USE ONLY
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
RECEIVED
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES MM22 m9
INVENTORY NOMINATION FORM DATE ENTERED
CONTI NUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER PAGE
KEY TO SKETCH MNP AND PRCPERTY OMERS
# ON MAP PROPERTY e o OMER
#13. Village Fire Station Town of Brookline
| 40 Washington St . 333 Washington St.
Brookline
#l 4. - * Brookline Savings Bank Brookline Savings Bank,
| 60 Washington St .
Brookline - ;
#15. 190- 200 Washi ngton St . Miriam.d azer
Brookline 190 Washington St. .
#e6.'',. Village Coach House Tara Realty Co., Inc,
y "™ 202- 204 Washi ngton St . 202 Washington St. ,
Brookline
#17. ' - 206- 218 Washi ngton St . Jacob Furman et al, Trs. ~
Brookline 80 Harmond St . Chestnut Hill, Mss
. 02167
#18 " The Algonquin Francis Glazer, Tr.
o "1 220- 224 Washi ngton St . 6 Morsel and Ave.
Brookline Newt on Centre, Mass. 02159
#19. > St Andrew Building ', é4Linda Cole e
236- 242 Washington St . 19 Thoreau Rd.
. Brookline , .. Lexington, Mass (02173
#20. Davi s Mansi on - . Charles Angel opoulas et al .
10 Davis Ave. - . QO Kougi as. 29 Mrey Rd.
Brookline " West Roxbury, Mass. 02131
#21. McLeod Mansion E.E Gordon, Tr.
14-16 Davis Ave. P.Q Box 342
Brookline o ' Brookline N
#22.' Village House Condom nium Donald F. Anderson et al . *' ;
11-15 Davi s Ave. James O and Monl que K
Brookline Ri chardson
Davis Ave. Associates, QO
Hanmbur ger -

Buell Hollister

Patricia E Lockwood I
Rainer H Eltlng ,

William M 3rdand Harriet Bal dwin'
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#2- 3.

#24.

#25.

#26,

#27.

#28.

#29,

#30.

#31.

#32.

1 33.

#34.

Seaman' s Bui | di ng '
256 Washi ngton St .
Br ookl i ne ..".Mnmr

264 Washington St .
Brookline ,® -

274-278 Washi ngton St .
Brookline

Reuben's Building
280- 284 WAshington St .
Brookline

288- 298 Washington St .
Brookline

3007302 Washington St ,,
Brookline

306- 308 Washington St .
Brookline

31 OA- 314 Washi ngton St
Brookline y

316-320 Washi ngt on St .
Brookline '

322-326 Washington St
Brookline
328 Washington St .

Brookline

330"-332 Washington St
Brookline

DATE ENTERED

ITEM NUMBER PAGE

QMER

Francis J. OBoy et al .

2 White Place
Brookline

Brookline Cooperative Bank

Francis J. andAlice O Boy

Box 566, Brookline

Carnmen Strosclo, Tr.

Real ty
324 Lowel |l St. Somerville,

Loren J. andHazel
3 Bartlett Circle

Sandl er

Readi ng, Mass. O 867

Loren J. andHazel
See #27.

Sandl er

John ChlGos QO Malllos

21 Hewl ett St .
Rosl I ndal e, Mass.

02131

John Chicos QO Malllos

See #29

22 B9

/

gO Strosclo

Mass.

0214

Eliot D andBlanche H Canter,

185 Corey Rd.
Brighton, Mass.

"1l

Stavi s Anbul ance S

Richard S Trlconl
71 Deer Grass Lane

ervice

1A

et al,

Concord, Mass. 01742

Richard S Trlconl
See #33

et al ,
1lll

Trs.

Trs.

5

Tr s
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At the southernnost endof the district is the Brookline Fire Station .(#13?,
an inposing Georgian Revival building with an elaborate hose tower rising fromthe
east elevation. Thebrick three-story, three-bay stationwas designed i n 1908

by Funk, Freenman and\ifilcox. The three engine doors onthe first tloor of the
north elevation are omanentedwi th sandstone trim Sandstone quoins and lintels
adorn the building's coners and w ndows, and non-functional bal conies protrude
fromsecond story w ndows. Above the copper com ce abrick parapet extends
around the flat roof. The attached square tower has a clock on each face above
which is a bal cony and col umed, round-arched openi ngs on each side. Heavy
brackets omanent the eaves. "

Across fromthe station lies the Brookline Sxylngs Bank (#14), designed by Brook-
line architect F Joseph Untersee in 1922t ofit a triangular comer lot. Classical
in design, the twostory sandstone structure is articulatedby pilasters which
carry astylizedentablature and a low parapet. Three |arge, round-arched w ndows
light the center bays of the side elevations while smaller wndows with aedicular
frames beneath square wndows with crosseted franes are |ocated in the end bays.
Engaged, fluted Doric colums flank the pedimented nain entrance. The building
stands on a snoot h rusticated basenent.

To the north on Wshington Street is the Village Goach House restaurant (#16), a
recently restored three story brick structure. Built by Reuben Chase, a prom nent
village devel oper in 1880, the building has segnental -arched w ndows and

doors, dianond-patterned brickwork between the first and second stories, and
dropped pendant comi ce corbeling.

The St. AndrewBuiIdin% (#19) was built by John Panter in 1875. Like the facing

(ol onnade Bui I dings, the four story structure has omanented brickwork articulating
the com ce, string courses and arched w ndow openings. Al though the ground fl oor
has recently been renodel ed, the original cast 1ron Corinthian colunms were retained.

At the corner of Vshington Street and Davis Avenue stand three brick apartnment
hoi i ses, prototypes for the apartment-oriented community Brdokline becane. "Davis
N ansion" (#20), built by Panter at the san@ tinme as the St. AndrewBuil di nP, Isa
four-story Italianatebuilding remarkable for itsomamental brickwork enploying
a mtif of pierced-cross designs.
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Next door, "MLeod "-fansion", (#21), built ten years later, greatly resenblesits
nei ghbor, but is set back on a small grass terrace. Across the street, the
buil'ding at 11-15 Davis Avenue (#22) consists of a twobay central section em
phasi zed by a large gable and flanked by three sided proLecti ng bays. Itis
characterized by segmental -arched w ndows and el aborate bri ckwork.

The Seanans Building (#23), designed by Shepl ey, Coolidge and Rutan in 1888, _
occupi es a coner |ot and presents a rounded comer to the intersection. The brick
four-story building has two heavy, R chardsonian arched entranceways on the south
el evation, segnental-arched w ndows extending the length of the second and third
stories with nset oriels and groiped, round-arched wndows with projecting
archivolts onthe fourth story. Like other biiildings inthe area, decorative .,v
brickwork appears over the w ndow arches and beneath the com ce.

At the center of Brookline Village is anearly Art Deco building (#47) that replaced
a Geek Revival structure in 1905  Abroken scroll pediment crows the central
portion of the two-story building andis itsnajor decorative feature.

Vst on Washington Street is"The Reubena" (#26), abrick structure built in 1875.
Al though the building has undergone sone al terations, nost noticeably the addition
of two-story oriel wndows and nodern storefronts, brick string courses and a cor-
bel ed com ce with delicate wought iron cresting remain. Thebuilder's initials
are inscribed in the gable.

At the northemmost end of the district lies Brookline's Town Hall Coirplex, consisting
of the Brookline Public Library, Town Hall and Pierce School. The |ibrary (#38)

is a Georgian Revival brick building with [inmestone trim designed in 1909 by R

Cipson Sturgis who was al so responsible for the wings of Boston's State House. The
Town Hal | (#40) is a contenporary seven-story |inestone and glass building designed

by Anderson, Beckwith and Haible in 1965  The ol d Pierce Henentary School (#39)
was built in 1855in the Italianate style andthorou®y renovated in 1904 i n

the ?opul ar Colonial Revival style by Julian Schweinfurth, a Brookline architect and
chief designer for Peabody and Steans.

Facing the Town Hall on Hol den Street are three frane vemacul ar hoijses constructed
in the md-nineteenth century (#4142, 43) typical of the sinpler residential housing
that surrounds the village district. Tw of the houses have been covered with

al um numsi di ng.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Brookline Village Historic District retains integri tK Oof location, design, setting,
mat erial s, workmanship, and feeling andi s associated with events contributing to the
broad pattems of our history. Thedistrict issignificant as being the center of
Brookl 1 ne's nineteenth century devel opnent fromarural village to abustling
cormercial andresidential siz>ub andfor its concentrationof fine |ate nineteenth

and early twentiethcentury brick architecture.

In the early nineteenth century the popul ation center of early Brookline began t o
shift fromthe Od Town Geen area (potential National Register Historic District)
toward the stagecoach stop at the present coner of Véshi ngton and Boyl ston Streets
(see sketch napg where the Punch Bow Tavemoffered "refreshment for nan and beast"
traveling to or fromBoston. This celebratedhostelry, denmolished in 1833,

lent its nane to its rural surroundings, then known as Punch Bow Vill a?e. Al t hough
Punch Bow Village, i nthe early nineteenth century, was surrounded by farm and,

the routin? of the railroad through the southemend of the village inthe 1840 s
greatly affected the economc life of the comunity. Small commercial enterprises
selling groceries, fruit, cigars, hardware and newspaper sprang up intersgersedvvith
wood frane residences. By md-century two church congregations were established in
the Village, and Brookline's second town hall, built 1 n1845o0nthe site of the present
town hal | on \Wshington Street, transferedlocal govemment to the village, thereby
confirmng the area as the center of Brooklinewhich it renmains today.

As occurred i nnany Massachusetts communities,the decades that followedthe Civil

Ver brought awave a commercial construction to Brookline Village. Over the follow ng
twenty years local entrepreneurs such as John Panter, Reuben Chace, Janes Rooney and
Charles Holtzer replaced the wood frame buildings with the panel brick comercial

bui | dings which remain the heart of the -village todaﬁ. Less intensive building
continued into the early years of this century, but by the town's 250th anniversaryin
1905, Brookline Village appeared nuch as it does now Wth the exception of the

Hol t zer- Cabot Electric Gonpany, Brookline's first and only najor manufacturing
industry, the commercial scale of the village renained small and local i n scope.

The panel brick architecture of Brookline Village presents ahigji degree of quality

and variety. Athough sone twentieth century alterations have occurred, the district
offers aunified vista of alate nineteenth century comwercial area that renmains

in active use. Recent renovations have been sensitive to architectural details, and |ocal
design review ensures future awareness.
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See attached continuation sheet
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Elizabeth T. Durfee, Inventory Coordinator

ORGANIZATION DATE

Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion March 6, 1979

STREETS NUMBER TELEPHONE

294 Washington Street 617-727-8470

CITY OR TOWN STATE

Brookline Massachusetts

STATE HISTORICPRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS;
NATIONAL STATE. LOCAL.
As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Actof 1966 (Public Law 89-665), |

hereby nominate this property for inclusion inthe National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park S”frice.
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{"erbal Boundary Description

Beginning at the coner of Vebster Place and Harvard Street the boundary runs
east along the south side of Vbster Place, south along the rear ot |ines of
"#1-7, east along the south south of AndemPl ace, south along the east | ot |ine
of #12, west along the north side of Station Street, southeast al ong t he east
side of Washington Street, south, west andnorth around the ot of #13,\iorth-
west across Boylston Street, southwest, northwest andnortheast follow ng the
lot line of #14, northwest along the southwest side of Washington Street

and along the rear lot lines of #15-18, southwest along the south side of
Davis Court andthe south | ot [ine of #21, north along the west | ot |ine of
#21, across Davis Avenue t 0 the northwest coner of the |ot of #22, west and
nort hwest fol | ow ng the rear lot lines of #28-36, across Thayer Street, west
and north around #37, across \Mshington Street, west along the north side of
Washi ngton Street, north along the west | ot line of the Town Hal | Conpl ex,

east andnorth along the north | ot line of said conplex, southeast along the
sout hwest side of Pierce Street, south along the west side of Holden Street,
east across Hol den Street and continuingalong the northlot [ine of #41,
south along the east | ot lines of #41 and 42, west along the south | ot |ine of
#42, south along the east | ot line of #43, east al on? the north | ot linesof
#5 and 46, north along the west | ot |ine and east along the north | ot [ine

of #47 and across Harvard Street to the beginning point.
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3H Chestnut Place
Brookline, MA (02146
March 18, 1980

Ms. Carol D. SchuU
Acting Keeper of the
National Register

U.S. Department of

the Interior

Heritage Conservation
and Recreation Service
Washington, DC 20240

RE: 661

Dear Ms. Shull:

| was very pleased to receive your letter of March 11 indicating that
our property, located at 35 Chestnut Place in the Brookline Town
Green Historic District in Brookline, MA is being considered for in-
clusion in the National Register of Historic Places. Since the original
nomination, this property has been sold by Mary R. Sweet (to whom
your letter was addressed) to my wife, Ms. Margaret Mary Reiser,
and |, Dr. Charles L. Cooney. | would appreciate your making this
change in the records.

The Town Green Historical District is a unique area of Brookline and

includes not only the original sites of the town center but, also, very
many buildings exemplifying the architectural styles and characteris-

tics of the period.

We strongly support the nomination of this District for listing in the
National Register. . .

Sincerely yours,

CHARLES L. COONEY
CLC:rsa

V4
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United Sates Department of the Interior

HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE
WASHINGTON,D . C . m n 20243

IN REPLY REFER TO:

H32- NR

'3 B

Dear Property Oaner;

The property you ow is located ina historic district that has been
nomnated for [isting inthe National Register of Historic Places.
The National Register is the governnent's official list of historic
buil dings and other cultural resources worthy of preservation. This
nom nation i s pending inour office.

[f your property is depreciable and the district is listed inthe
National Register, there are certain benefits and provisionsof the
Tax Reform Act of 1976 that may apply to you. Ve are enclosing
information about this law and a general description of the National
Regi ster program

Soon we will be consideringwhether the district should be listed,
using as our guidelinesthe "Criteria for Evaluation" shown in the
encl osed material. | fyou wish to comment on whether thedistrict

should be listed, we would be pleased to hear fromyou. Send your
comments within 30 days of the date of this letter tone Dr. Wlliam J.
Mirtagh, Keeper of the National Register, Heritage Conservation and
Recreation Service, Department of the Interior, Pension Building, 440 G
Street, NW, Washington, DC 20243 (Attn: NWM. Please include the
nane of the district (as shown on the address label on this letter) and
property address. | f you have questions about the National Register
programor the enclosed material, you should also address themto ne

In the enclosed material you will note references to standards for
rehabilitating old buildings. These standards are a list of do's and
don'ts for people who are fixing up old buildings. | f the owner of a

building listed i nthe National Register, either individually or as part
of a district, wishes to take advantage of the Tax Reform Act benefits,
these standards nust be followed. A copy of these standards i s available
from Techni cal Preservation Services, Heritage Conservation and Recreation
Service, Departnent of the Interior, Pension Building, 440 G Street, NW,
Washington, DC 20243. Questions about the standards should also be
addressed to that sane office.

Sin

Robert M Galluzzo et al, Trs.

WilliamJ
clo E A Robardt & Sons .
1 Hol den St. Keeper of Regi sl

Brookline, M\ 02146

RE Brookline Village Conmercial District
311- 317 Washi ngton St.



TELEPHONE

REPORT

OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION

PROJECT: fm”/Nit \)i\jiMt
TO/FROM:  AJMAJA

ADDRESS:  /k™;.  ™flj
STAFF MEMBER: /t(~ DWWA

REPORT:

NGRS THeen

ATE: on/An
PHONE:

DIVISION: \).fi

IS ALY mmi-ir"r SKIC" VIStUC Mutl



ENTR ES | NTHE NATI ONAL REQ STER

STATE M;;.CANMS T Tig

Date Entered MAY 2 11979 yp.
Name Location
Brookline Village Conmercial District BroeU | ne

Nor f ol k Gounty

Al so Notified
Honor abl e Fdward M Kennedy . _ . _
Honor abl e Paul G Taongee State Historic Preservation Officer
Honor abl e Robert F. Drinan Ms. Patricia L. Wsl ownski
Executive Director
Massach'visctts Historical Conmiission
294 \Mshington Street
Bost on, Massachusetts 02108
NR "N Byers/yls » 9/25/79

For further information, please call theNational Register at (202)343-6401,



