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1. Name of Property
higoric name Chester Factory VillaKe Historic District
other names/site number

2. Location

street & number Rte. 20, Main St.. William St.. Manlp St.. MiHHIpfiolH 1notfor publication \
city, town Chester _J vicinity UA
gate M assachusetts code Oi |l county Hampden codeniT zip code  0iQA"i

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
0 private I I'building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
fxH public-local fx| district L33 — SQ buildings
r~1 public-State I Isite . sites
1 I public-Federal I Istructure oL . structures
I lobject . objects
-50- Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
N/A listed in the National Register _

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Actof 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

nomination CH request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards forregistering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements setforth in 36 CFR Part60.
In my opinion, the property meets EZIdoes not meet the National Register criteria. CUsee continuation sheet.

Signature of certifying official Date
Executive Director Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion
State or Federal agency and bureau State Historic Preservation Officer

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date
State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
rZZl"ntered in the National Register.
I | See continuation sheet.
| Idetermined eligible for the National
Register. \Z2 See continuation sheet,
n determined noteligible for the
National Register.

I Iremoved from the National Register.
O other, (explain:)

ignature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use Chester Factory Vinage Hi.stnrir nistrirt, Chp”itpr, Maggaf-hiigon~c

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Donest i ¢/ singl e dvel ling Donesti ¢/ singl e dwel ling
nest.i ¢/ hot el %nmer.ce/ store.
%ucatl on/ scthool I'I"gi on/ Pel| gious structure
dustry/factor , :
kﬂmnerc&/generaﬂ/ store (see continuation sheet)
[ Description | _ N
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)

(enter categories from instructions)

foundation brick, stone
See continuation sheet walls stone, wood, hrirk

roof gl A mptal, asphal t
Other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

Chester Factor)( Millage i s adense cluster of residential, civic, ad
conmercial buildings nestled inavalley forned by the Vst Branch of the
Vestfield Rver asit flons through the Berkshire hills inwestern _
Massachusetts. Mst of the buildings liein theirregularly-shaped village
center between Foute 20 and the Ren Central railroad tracks. The village I's
surrounded by forests and farnhand and retains the character of asnall,
rur?I,_nanufacturlng village that peaked in thelate 19%th and early 20th
centuries.

The residences and coomercial buildings, nare than hal f of which date from
1930 t0 1915 are consistently nodest in scale and stand on snal |, shaded |ots
set close tothestreet. Nin Street, were nost of the conmercia buildings
are located, isawde tw-block corridor that termnates at therailroad
tracks. Mst of the bui l'dln%sasln thevillage are in fair togood condition.
Wi | e nodern asbest os si ding has obscured the details on nany residences, nost
of the houses retain their original character.

Physical Features: The village of Chester Factories, wth an elevation of 550
ft. above sea |evel, is surrounded by rugged hills wth elevations rangng
fron1100 to 1400 above sea level.  Hstorically, these hills, wich are
the highest in Missachusetts, have di scouraged intensive agriculture and
have i sol ated the tom fromthe [arger comnmunities of Véstfield and
Pittsfield. The oldest road through Chester Factory Village is the current
Massachusetts Route 20, which follows thepath of the Vst Branch of the
Vestfield Rver. The V¥stern Railroad followed a parallel route wenit vas
laid out in 1838  The configuration of the Factory Village area was defined
not by plan, but by geographic limtations and by thelocation of ng or |and
transportation routes.

1752-1840: The earliest buildings in Chester Factory Village predate the
industrial age and relate closely toearly transportation and settlenent
routes. The Fay house éC-141, 1752) isthe earliest surviving structure. |t
Is all/2-story, vood frane, vernacular cottage wth an asynmetrical facade
that reflects adaptations nade by successive generations. 1t occupies alarge
tract of farmland at the northern |imt of the proposed district.

The Hry Wicox house (G52, 1800) and the Od Toll house (G53, 1800) stand
nearly adjacent toeach other on e 20, theforner Eghth Missachusetts

See continuation sheet
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Religion/religious structure
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Architectural Classification
Early Republic: Federal
Mid-19th Century: Greek Revival, Gothic Revival
Late Victorian: Victorian, Italianate, Queen Anne, Shingle Style, Stick, Romanesque
Late 19th & 20th Century Revivals: Colonial Revival, Tudor Revival

Late 19th & Early 20th Century American Movenents: Moderne, Bungal ow/ Craftsman
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Turnpike. Both are 2-story, center chimmey, clapboard structures with a five
bay facade enhanced by a sinple Federal entrance surround. The VWl dradt
tavern (CI58, ca. 1800) also served turnpike travellers inits original
location. It vas naved a few yards south to a new site about 1923 to permt
construction of a new high school. The tavern survives as a well-preserved
exanpl e of the standard, five bay, center hall house plan. The Huntington
Street cenetery (#807) vas established in 179 to provide burial space for
village residents.

The Hh house (8, ca. 1825? s one of the nost promnent buildings in
the vi aqﬁé It rests on a knoll overlooking the ol d turnpikeand the village
center. extensive |awn adjacent to the e was deeded to the vil || ?ge as
i

a town comman i n 1925, but has never been used as such. The house itself isa
2-story, five bay, center chimmey, wood frane building. A well-proportioned
Geek Revival portico nakes the house appear even nore nonunental .

1840- 1870

The opening of the VWstern Railroad in 1841 Pr ovided a great economc boost
and caused a flurry of bU||d|n? activity inthe village. The conmercial focus
shifted from Route 20 (Huntington and Lee Streets) to Min Street, with new
residential streets being laid out and devel oped.  Twenty-six buildingsinthe
district represent this period.

™o general stores survive inthe village (&9 and (B0, 1840/41). Both are
front-gabl ed buildingswth period storefronts and heavy Geek Revival
detailing. The wooden railroad station (C70, 1841) survives at the end of
Min Street. |t isa l-story structure with unusually bold eave brackets and
w ndow noul di ngs, vaguely Tudor in style. The WIlicutt Building (C72, 1847)
and Wiite's Inn (C75, ca. 1850) provided anenities for railroad workers and
passengers. The W!licutt Buildingis awood frame buildi n? with venacul ar
Geek Revival detailing that has housed several different stores and sal oons
over the years. Wite"s Innisa grand 3-story, wood frane hotel built inthe
Italianate style with a square plan, |ow hipped roof, bracketed eaves, and two
verandas. The hotel is the second tallest structure inthe village and one
entire floor wvas used as a diningarea, The building has not been well
naintained, but still retains nuch of its original character.

The growth of the railroad and local industryalso resultedina shift toa
nore het er ogeneous poR_ul ation. The village jail (Cl64), a small brick
building with atall hipped roof, was erected about 1845 to acconmodat e

di sorderlé nenbers of the railroad crew The present Second Congregational
Church $ 20, 1843) ves erected inthe village to serve both the Mthodist and
(ongregational Societies, as well as the snaller Vesl eyan and Bapti st groups.
It Tsa 1-story, front-gabled Geek Revival edifice with a smal square



United States Department of the interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Chester Factory Village Historic
_ Chester, Massachusetts
Section number Z Page 2—

tower. The basement of the structure was originally used as a school by the
town. The Methodist Society, established in 1800, grew rapidly and the
members erected a meetinghouse of their own (C56) in 1847. The 2-story, wood
frame building was damaged in a powder explosion in 1854, an action intended
to demonstrate the objection of some residents to Methodist temperance
activities.

Most of the mid-19th century residences surviving in the village are modest,
1-1/2 story, Greek Revival side hall structures with recessed entrances and
elaborate entrance surrounds. The station master's house (C78, 1841) erected
by the Boston and Albany railroad is a typical example. Maple Street, running
south from Main Street, survives intact in a compact neighborhood of working
class, Greek Revival cottages (C85, 86, 91, 92, 97) built in the mid-19th
century. Several examples feature corner pilasters and broad entablatures.
The William Fay house on Main Street (C81, ca. 1850) represents the more
ambitious houses of the period. It is a 2-story, wood frame building with a
front-gabled side hall plan, a deeply-recessed entrance, and Greek Revival
details.

The Hitchcock house (Cl163, 1850) is the only example of the temple-front Greek
Revival style in the village. The 1-1/2 story frame building features a bold
triangular pediment supported by square columns with simple, Doric-inspired
capitals.

The Ripley house (C165, ca. 1855) on Route 20 illustrates the more traditional
farmhouse plan that remained popular throughout the period. Although now
covered by synthetic siding, the two-story, five bay, center chimney house
still retains a flush sidelighted entrance flanked by wide pilasters and
well-detailed corner pilasters supporting a simple frieze band. The William
Allen house (C57, 1848) nearby features similar detailing on a 1-1/2 story
cottage.

1870-1915

The late 19th and early 20th centuries marked the peak of industrial
development in Chester, with most of the economic activity related to the
newly-established abrasives industry,the granite cutting and polishing yards,
and the increasingly vital railroad. Main Street remained the commercial
center of the village, while new residential areas developed along Middlefield
Street, William Street, and portions of Huntington and Lee Streets (Route 20).
Seventy-five buildings survive in the district to represent the growth of
Chester Factories.

The relocation of the Town Hall from the old town center to Chester Factory
Village in 1870 marked the maturation of the village as the town's economic
and demographic center. Although the 1870 Town Hall does not survive, other

Distric
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public buildings from the period effectively illustrate the prosperity of the
village. Fay's Clothing Store (C82, 1896), the town's tallest building, is a
3-story, wood frame commercial building with a period storefront and interiors
and delicate neo-classical detailing. The Chester Grammar School (CI160, 1908)
is the most prominent public building, a 2-1/2 story, red brick building with
a steep hipped roof and neo-Georgian details. The Hamilton Emery and Corundum
Co. (C139, 1904-1908), located along the railroad tracks at the north end of
the proposed district, is the only unaltered industrial complex in the
village. It consists of several 1-story and 1-1/2 story buildings with brick
or clapboard exteriors in a vernacular industrial style. Other smaller, but
still significant buildings are the Chester Granite Co. office (C74, 1892), a
gambrel-roofed building on Main Street; the Lucas Museum of mineral specimens
(C129, 1894), a compact building with a series of Romanesque granite arches;
and an attractive, 1-story, wood frame general store (C79, ca. 1870-94) with a
surviving period storefront.

Several ambitious late Victorian residences survive in the village. The
Edward Cowles house (C54 1893) on Huntington Street features a cross-gabled
plan with clapboard and stickwork decoration, fancy stickwork porches and eave
ornaments, and a jerkinhead roof with metal cresting. The Cooper house (Cl21,
ca. 1890) features the asymmetrical plan and complex roofline of the Queen
Anne style with a lively contrast of clapboards, shingles, and lattice
elements on the exterior walls and porches. The CD. Smith house (C55, ca.
1894) utilizes a simpler cross-gabled plan, but gains prominence through a
larger scale and a more extensive porch.

Most of the houses on Middlefield Street (C124-C140) are modest, wood frame,
single ridge or cross-gabled plans with typical Victorian surface
ornamentation and porches. Along William Street (C150-153) the houses are
smaller in scale and more delicate in detailing. The Keefe house (CI50, ca.
1875) features vertical eave accents and a bracketed porch, while the
Congregational parsonage (C153, c. 1894) is unique in the village for its use
of an eccentric corner tower. The Shepardson house (C77, 1902) on Main Street
displays an interesting combination of Queen Anne decorative details with a
novel bungalow profile. Many other houses feature stickwork brackets and
gable trusses, imbricated shingles, and polygonal bays.

William Fay, the proprietor of a local bedstead factory, erected several
buildings to house his workers. The best surviving example (C87, 1890) on
Maple Street is a 2-story, wood frame duplex inspired by the traditional five
bay, center hall farmhouse. On Middlefield Street, the "twin cottages" (C128,
1894) were originally built as separate residences, but have been joined for
most of this century.

District
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1915-1935

The Popul arity of the autonobile initially bolstered the vitality of the
Chester Factory Village, allow ng residents froma wder area to take
advantage of the commercial, religious, civic, and educational resources. The

Mobi | station (@1, ca 1920) Is anonunental concrete block structure in
a vernacular nodern style. [t was built to replace a smaller gas stationand
livery stable onthe saesite. The newbuildingstill serves its original

function as a restaurant and gas station. It was also the first autonobile
deal ership between Springfield and Pittsfield.

A though residential construction appears to have been mnimal, the growth of
the nodern village isillustrated three of the nost inportant public
structures inthe village center. S. John's Fonan Catholic Church (023,
1915) is the town's only shingle sttyle bui | di ng and features excel | ent |oer!od
stained glass wndows. It was erected to serve a grow ng Catholic popul ation
t hat reviously held services inthe toawn hall. The Chester H gh School
(C156, 19 32, a brick and concrete Tudor Revival building, shows an anbitious
use of "cast stone" detailing. It also houses the Hamlton Library and the
Chester Hstorical Mseumn new Tomn Hll (A22, 1935 was the [ast najor
public buildi nq erected in Chester. [tishbuilt inthe Gorgian Revival style
with arectangular plan, hipped roof, nonunental portico, and classical cupola.

Snce 1935 there has been very [ittle demolition or newconstruction inthe
village, dueto the decline of local industry and the relative isolationof
the site. Chester Factory Village survives intact as aremnder of Nw

Engl and' s snal | industrial communities and of the prosperity they once knew
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Archaeological Description

While no prehistoric sites are currently recorded in the district or in the
general area (within one mile), sites may be present. Locational attributes
are present, including high, well-drained terraces overlooking the Westfield
River, particularly at its confluence with Walker and Austin Brooks, which
indicate favorable site locations and potential for subsistence activities in
surrounding upland environments and riverine areas. Areas along the Westfield
River were also probably important transplanting routes during the prehistoric
period. Given the rather large size of the district (140 acres), a low to
moderate potential exists that sites are present.

A moderate potential also exists for historic period archaeological remains
within the district. Europeans were present in this area during the Colonial
Period or earlier as the route of the Westfield River was a major
transportation corridor through the area into western Massachusetts. The
earliest known historic remains within the district are probably associated
with the extant Fay House (1752). Outbuildings and occupation-related
features (trash pits, privies, and wells) likely exist associated with the Fay
House and other Colonial Period structures. Similar features as well as
building remains and commercial and industrial dumps also likely exist
associated with the district's greatest period of development from the
mid-19th to early-20th century. Transportation-related arachaeological
resources may exist in the vicinity of the old tollhouse and turnpike.



8. Statement of Significance Chester Factory Village Historic District. Chester. Massachusetts
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

I Inationally Q statewide [x] locally

Applicable National Register Criteria Q A E C | |D

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) Q A O B O C I |G

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture 1752-19.35 17S7?-184n
Community Planning and Devel opment 1840- 1870
[ ndustry 1870-1Q 5
Transportation 1915- 1935

Cultural Affiliation

Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A N/A

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Chester Factory Village Historic District is anucleated cluster of
residential, conmercial, and industrial buildingsthat retains a high degree
of integrity inlocation, design, materials, setting, worknanship, and
association. As aprinme exanple of a small, rural, conmercial/industrial
village in the Wstern Massachusetts hill towns, the district neets criteria A
?nd |C?f tPe National Register of Historic Places and is significant at the
ocal level.

From1752 t 01840, the village was a small mlling and tanning center at the
intersection of alocal road with the ol d Massachusetts Turnpike. The current
Massachusetts Route 20 roughly fol [ ows the ol d turnpike route throughthe
hills and runs past a handful of early residences in Chester.

The route of the Vstern Railroad from Boston to Albany was |aid out thrpu?h
Chester Factory Village in 1838 and trains began running in 1841. The village
developed as a railroad center, with several sinple Geek Revival houses an
early comercial buildings surviving.

The period from 1879 t 0 1915 was the peak of activity in Chester Factory
Village and accounts for the strong 19th-century industrial character of the
wllaPe. The devel opnent of the Anerican abrasives industry and the
establishment of granite cutting and polishing yards in Chester resulted ina
rush of new commercial and residential construction, nmost of which has
survived with only mnor alteration.

Between 1915 and 1930, Chester experience a period of relative stabi Iity, but
the economc conditions of the 1930s caused a rapid decline inthe vitality of
the village. Local industries reduced their workforce and nany residents |eft
Chester totake jobs inother coonminities. Snce 1935 nost of the new
residential constructionin Chester has taken place inthe rural hills
surrounding the Factory Village area. As aresult, the village retains a very
strong visual and historical rdentity as anearly industrial center.

fyl See continuation sheet
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I | See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):
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See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

fx] See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

Fyl See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

namef/titte Greg Farmer/Senior Planner w/RPtsy Friedberg National Register-Director. MHC
organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date December 1988

street & number _

80 Boylston St., Suite 310 telephone 617 727-8470
city or town Boston state MA zipcode 0?7116

n.

4,



NPS Fom  1»«aO« OMBAppmINo. 101+4)011

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Chester Factory Village Historic District,
Chester, Massachusetts

Section number 8§ Page 1

The development of Chester Factory Village in each period is outlined in more
detail below.

1752-1840

The town of Chester was originally established as part of Plantation NJTt>r 9
by the Massachusetts General Court | n 1762. The original nane of Mrrayfield,
enconpassi ng the present Chester arxJ adjacent towns, was changed to Chester i n
1783. The Factory Village area began as a sparsely settled region alongthe
Wst Branch of the WestfieldRiver, sonmewhat removed from the town center.

The earliest surviving structure inthedistrict isthe Fay house (Cl4l), a
sinple Georgian vernacul ar cottage built i n1752, which represents thelot of
the nineteen famlies who occipied the region before it was formally openedt o
settlenment.

The devel opment of Chester Factories was spurred by the establishnment of the
Ei ~t h Massachusetts Turnpi ke (now portion of Massachusetts Route 20) i n

1800. The turnpi ke desi gnation caused t he inprovenent of a primary road that
paralleled the Wst Branch of the WestfieldRiver, connecting Springfield and
Pittsfield through the Berkshire Hills (adistance of forty-five mles). The
north-south connector to M ddlefield crossed the WestfieldRiver at the
current Factory Village, ”“nong the notable houses dating fromthis period are
the Toll House (C53) and the Henry W1 cox house (C52), both dating from 1800.

Several small industries were established at anearly date, including a grist
mll, a |eather mnufactory (1809) and a w ndowglass factory (1813). Al |
were |ocated on Wl ker Brook, just south of the village. The Chester { ass
Factory was established inresp>onse t othe errbargo on British inports and the
proprietors erected tenenents (no longer extant) t ohouse thefifty workers at
the new factory. The enterprisewas short lived and ceased operationwithin a
few years. The tannery was started by Spencer Clark and enployed about t en
nen. |t continued to operate profitably under various owners throughout the
century.

1840- 1870

The opening of the Western railroad from Boston to Al bany i n 1841 considerably
augnented the conmercial and IrKiustrial advantages of the Factory Village
area. The railroad followed the WestfieldRiver for much of its length
throu® the Berkshires, with a depot established at Chester Factory Villagei n
1841 (Cr0). Local industries burgeoned, with the Nel son & Rice tannery and
the Pal mer grist mill operating on Wl ker Brook just south of the village.

W liam Fay established a bedstead factory on V alker Brook before 1855 arxi
Tinot hy Keefe erected a conpeting bedstead factory on M ddlefield Street
(present site of G139) inthe 1860s. Each factory enployed about twelve nen.
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The devel opnent of mneral industries contributed tothe growth of the Chester
econony through the efforts of Dr. Henan S Lucas, the father of the Merican
abrasives industry. Lucas was born in Blandford, Mssachusetts, i n1817 arxi
noved to Canaan, New York, in182% ""ere he attended the district school. For
the 1836 and 1837 school terns, Lucas attended WI braham Acadeny inWI braham
Massachusetts. 1 n 1840 he began the study of nedicine urxJer Dr. John Merrinan
in Canaan andtau”t school during part of the year. He attended |ectures at
the Berkshire Medical [Institution inPittsfield and graduated i n1842. Lucas
al so |earned dentistry under Dr. WllardQough inPittsfield and practiced in
South Lee, Massachusetts, from 1842to 1844.

From 1844t o 1879, Dr. Lucas practicednedicine inChester, Mssachusetts,
while pursuing a lifelong interest ingeology. |1n1853 he discovereda

net hod for producing gelatinous silica fromthe deconposition of serpentine
rock native to Chester. This led tothe establishment of the Serpentine Paint
arxJ Firebrick G., which |ater becane the Hanpden Paint & Chemcal Co. of
Springfield, Mssachusetts.

In 1856, Lucas discovered a peculiar type of iron ore inthe hills near
Chester Factories. Theore was wi dely studied and there were several
unsuccessful atterrpts at refining it. The newore, which was naned nagnetite,
was found tohave a high percentage of enery, a substarK e previously unknown
in Anerican geol ogical deposits. The enery was a dark, granul ar form of
corundun (alunirxin oxide), anmneral with a hardness of 9 on the Mbhs scal e
(second only to dianorxds). Lucas began mning the enery deposits i n 1864 and
established the Hanpden enery Co. to produce abrasives i n 1868.

The United States Governnent was a major client of the Hanpden Bnery Co.
Previously, the enery used for abrasives In the United States had been
inported fromTurkey. Since England and France hel d nonopol i es on the nines
in Asia Mnor and on Naxos, the discovery of Anerican deposits was especially
fortuitous. Theenery mned and processed in Chester won a silver nedal at
the Paris Exposition i n187 andanother nedal at the 1876 Centenni al
Exposition in Phi |adel phia.

The nunber of railroad enployees andthe increase I nlocal mnanufacturing
caused the rapid devel opnent of the Chester Factory Village area. After 1855,
Town Meetings were consistently held in the nore pop>ul ous Factory Village,
rather than at the ol d Chester town center on the hill. Wth increased
activity cane a need for nore housing inthe Factory Village area. The Mapl e
Street area (C80-97), which survives intact as acluster of nodest G eek
Revival style residences, represents the working class character of the young
industrial village.
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The Chester General Store (C80) and the Shepard & Barber Store (C59) survive
as the earliest commercial buildings in the village. The Second
Congregational Church (C120, 1844) and the Methodist Church (C56, 1847)
survive to demonstrate the new prominence of the village in this period.
White's Inn {C76) was erected on Main Street in 1850 to serve the needs of
railroad passengers, while the Chester jail (C164, 1845) provided
accommodation for less desirable characters.

1870-1915

By 1870, the Factory Village area had surpassed the ol d town center in both
popul ation and economc activity. A new Tow Hall, erected i n 1870 (no | onger
extant), denonstrated the suprenacy of the factory village. The railroad an
the abrasivesindustry continued t oserve as the basis of the |ocal econony
and were conplenented by the establishnment of granite cutting and polishing
yards i n 1890.

In 1870, Janes T. Anes, a Chicopee manufacturer, purchased Dr. Lucas's
original abrasivesplant on the south side of Foute 20, just west of Chester
Factor?/ village, and operated it as the Chester Enery . There fol | owed
several years of litigation over the rights tolocal orebeds that caused
Lucas's Hanpden Enery ., |ocated east of the wllage, toturn to the
importation of Turkish ores. In 1878, Lucas began shi pping corundumfrom
deposits he had di scoveredinNorth Carolina and Al abana. The newm nes
produced an ore superior tothat fromeither the Chester or Turkish m nes.

In 1883, Anes found the extraction of local ores t obe unprofitable and sold
the Chester Enery (. for afraction of its worth, closing down the |ocal

mnes. The new Enery and Gorundum@., under Dr. Lucas, reopenedt he
mnes west of the village i n 1890 and kept them open until 1912. 1n 1904, the
Hanpden Enery & Gorundum@. (later Hamlton Enery & Gorundun) purchased t he
former Keefe bedstead factory on Mddlefield Street, tore down all the

exi sting buildings, anderected a newabrasivesmlls in 1904, 1908, and

1917. e conpl ex consists of a series of |owwod and brick buildings

arrayed near the railroad tracks (G139). At its peak, the abrasivesindustry
enpl oyed about 130 nen i nthe village.

Ganite quarries opened i nnearby Qtis in180wth the cutting and Eolishi ng
yards established 1 nChester, near the railroad, under the nane of the Hidson
Chester Granite Gonpany. In 1907, a group of Finnish immgrants cane to
Chester fromthe granite yards i n Quincy, Massachusetts, and established an

| ndependent cooperative, thChester Mnunental Vérks (incorporated in 1910 as
the Chester Ganite and Polishing Wrks). At their peak, the twogranite
industries enployed up t o275 nen i nChester.
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Shfialler industries remained inportant tothe village throughout the late
industrial period. The tannery on Wl ker Brook, under the nane of George
Hapgood & Sons, continuedwith a force of about tennen, while aqgrist mll
was still operatingupstream i n1894. Tinothy Keefe's bedstead factory on

M ddlefield Street continueduntil 1904, when all the buildings were torn down
and replaced by the new Ham | ton Bnery and CorurxAm Q. conplex (C 139).

Al t hough Chester Factory was too distant fromeither Westfield or Pittsfield
to justify a streetcar line, a stage line fromMin Street to Pittsfield,
Massachusetts, was inoperationby 1894. HS Lucas erected a nusei m(Cl 29)
to house hi s mneral specinens inthe 1890s, but the collection was di spersed
after his death i n1900. The Chester G annar School (Cl60, 1908) is one of
the nmost inpressive public building erected inthe village.

Chester Factory Village retains several residences fromthe late Victorian
period, irKluding the Cooperhouse (Cl2l, 1890), the Cow es liouse (54, 1893),
and the C D 9nith house (C55, 1894). Most are built on a cross-gabled plan
with decorativesurface treatnents, patternedslate roofs, andhi*ly detailed
pk>rches. The Wl liam Street area (CI50-153) represents a mddle class
Victorian neighborhood that has survived with very little intrusion.

1915- 1935

Bet ween 1915 and 1935, Chester Factory Village experienced a short period of
stability, with the decline of the abrasives industry offset by the growth of
the granite industries and the transportation advantages offered by the
expanding railroad network. Al thou”™ no granite was quarried inChester, two
cutting and polishing yards remained inofseration, as evidenced by the Chester
Granite Go. office (Cr4, 1892).

The enery mines Inthe hills west of Factory Village were closed i n1912 and
most of the related buildings, under the ownership of the Ashland Bnery &
Corundum Go., were denolished or extensively altered. The abrasives industry
continued for several years using inported Turkishenery at the Ham|lton Bnery
& Qorurkkjm CGo. plant on M ddlefield Street and the fvlassasoit Co. (later Bay
State Abrasives) on Route 20, just east of Factory Village. Abrasives from
the Chester factories wee used to polish the 200 inch mrror for the Munt

Pal omar telescope. I nthe early 1960s, the abandoned ni nes were consi dered
for use as a civil defense shelter.

The early nodern period was marked by a flurry of piislic inprovenents. St.
John's Church (Cl23) was erected i n1915t oserve thetown' s Catholic
residents. A newhi " school (Cl56) was erected i n1923 t o accormodate t he
growi ng popul ation (atotal of 1,300 people town-wide). The Inprovenent of
the ol d Massachusetts Turnpi ke as Massachusetts Route 20 i n1924 facilitated
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autonobi [ e traffic through Chester, which provided a tenporary advantage. The
new Towm Hall (@ 22, 1935 and the nonunental Mbil Gs Station (@1,.1.202
reflect the optimsmof the early nodern age. The autonobile al so el i m nated
the need for workers to live near their place of enpl oynent and the vitality
of the village quickly declined.

Snce 1935 (Chester Factory Village has seen very little change in its

physi cal appearance. Declining economc and |abor conditions forced the
abrasives and stone-related industriesto close, |eavi n? the buil di ngs vacant
or adapted to other uses. Faced with narrow P_rospects or enpl oynent, nany
Chester residents noved to the |arger conmunities of Wstfield or Pittsfield.
Those wo renained i n Chester were often left with very little noney to build
new hones or renodel ol d ones. By listing the Chester” Factory \ﬁllgge areaon
the National Register of Hstoric P aces, the town seeks to acknow edge and
preserve the history of the rural industrial village, provide incentivesfor
appropriate rehabilitation, andmintain the integrity of the village setting.
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Archaeological Significance

Since patterns of prehistoric occupation in Chester are poorly documented, any
surviving sites would be significant. Sites in this area would be significant
by contributing to our knowlege of prehistoric occupation in the Berkshire
uplands of western Massachusetts in general and specifically along the
Westfield River and its tributaries. Sites in this area contibute greatly
toward a better understanding of upland versus coastal prehistoric adaptations.

Historic archaeological remains described above have the potential for
providing detailed information on the changing social, cultural, and economic
patterns that characterized development in a small upland rural
commercial/industrial town in Western Massachusetts. Colonial-period remains
would be significant since few examples of that period survive and little is
known of land use in the area during that period. Archaeological remains
associated with Chester's greatest period of development (ca. 1850-early
1900s) offer the potential for a detailed study of life in the town during
that period. Numerous structures are still extant that may contain
outbuildings and occupational/work-related features to enable the study.
Limited development in the area has resulted in a retention of the town's
original 19th-century historic fabric.
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UTM References

Zone East ing Nor t hi ng
A 18 666180 4683780
B. 18 666440 4682780
C 18 666580 4682790
D 18 666700 4682600
E. 18 666670 4682580
F. 18 666860 4682350
G 18 666830 4682290
H 18 666780 4682300
1 18 666770 4682240
J. 18 666650 4682220
K 18 666530 4682260
L. 18 666520 4682360
M 18 666220 4682440
N 18 666260 4682550
0. 18 666020 4682610
P. 18 666060 4683050
Q 18 666250 4683100
R 18 666210 4683290
S. 18 666100 4683270
T. 18 666050 4683790
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Verbal Boundary Description

The Chester Factory Village National Register District is bounded on the south
by Walker Brook and the back lot lines of certain properties on the south side
of Huntington Street, on the est by the Huntington Street cemetery and the
Penn Central railroad, on the north by the northern boundaries of lots #201-69
and #201-67, and on the west by the rear lot lines of certain properties on
Middlefield Street and William Street. For specific boundaries, refer to the
area outlined on the attached assessor's maps identified as Maps #201 and 202.

Boundary Justification

The boundaries described incorporate the center of the Factory Village area,
including the most important commercial, civic, and institutional buildings as
well as a sampling of intact residential neighborhoods for each period. Areas
outside the boundary are characterized by a lower density of buildings and by
the intrusion of mid- to late-20th century buildings.
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House

House
Hitchcock house
Hitchcock bam
James Keefe hs.
House

George Pease hs.
Pease barn
Besancon house
Besancon garage
Cong, parsonage
House

House

House

House

Bam

House

House
Cottage
House
House
Duplex
Garage
House
House
House
Trailer
House
House
Cottage
House

House

St. John's Church
E. Haley hs.
Hemenway house
House

Twin cottages
House

Duplex

Preschool

House

House

Barn

H.S. Lucas house
Garage

House

Lucas Museum
House

Date

c. 1880
c. 1860
1850
c. 1900
1875
c. 1960
1875
1875
1920
1920
1884
1880
1880
1870
1870
1900
19'50
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1880
1880
1890
1880
1890
1950
1880
1890
1880
1960
1870
1870
1950
1870

OO0 000000000000

c. 1880
1914
1881
1880

c. 1880
1894
1890
1900
1970
1870
1880
. 1900
1850
C.1950
c.1950
1894

c. 1900

©0 0000

Style

vernacular
Greek Rev.

Greek Revival

vernacular
Stick Style
Ranch
Victorian
vernacular
Bungalow
Craftsman
Italianate
vemacular
vemacular
vemacular
vemacular
vemacular

Cape

vemacular
vemacular
vemacular
vernacular
vemacular
vemacular
vemacular
vemacular
vernacular
trailer

vernacular
vemacular
cottage

vemacular

vemacular

Shingle style

Victorian

Italianate
vemacular
Queen Anne
vemacular
vemacular

vemacular
vemacular
vemacular

Greek Revival

vernacular

Colonial Rev.

Romanesque
vemacular
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Inv.

C163

C150

C151

0152

€153

C123

C125
C126

€129

€130

€129



201-46  Middlefield St. House c. 1900 vemacular €

201-47 Middlefield St. House c. 1900 vernacular €

201-48 Middlefield St. House NC

201-49 Middlefield St. House c. 1910 Colonial Rev. C

201-50 Middlefield St. House c. 1950 vemacular NC

201-52 Kiddlefield St. House c. 1900 Queen Anne C

201-53 Middlefield St. House c. 1900 vemacular NC

201-54 Middlefield St. House c.1900 vernacular NC

201-55 Middlefield St. House NC

201-56 Middlefield St. House NC

201-57  Middlefield St. Charles Shepard hs. 1869 vemacular C €131

201-58 Middlefield St. Fred Burleigh hs. 1890 Queen Anne € €132

201-59 Middlefield St. Ira Burleigh hs. 1891 Victorian C C133

201-60 Middlefield St. Joseph Gibson hs. 1879 Gothic Rev. C C134

201-61 Olin Ave. Albert Olin house 1890 vemacular C €135

201-62  Olin Ave. Charles Knox house 1920 vemacular C C136

201-63  Olin Ave. Vacant

201-64 Olin Ave. F.C. Mason house 1885 vernacular C €137

201-65 Middlefield St. Freeborn Wright house 1873 vemacular C €138
Middlefield St. Wright barn c. 1900 vernacular €

201-66 Middlefield St. Hamilton tenement 1929 vemacular C €140

201-67 Middlefield St. Fay house 1752 - cottage C €141

201-69 Middlefield St. Hamilton Emery office 1904 mill € €139
Middlefield St. Hamilton mill 1908 brick mill €
Middlefield St. Hamilton shed c. 1917 brick shed €
Middlefield St. Hamilton engine room c. 1917 brick shed €
Middlefield St. Hamilton storage c. 1908 frame shed €
Middlefield St. Hamilton storage c. 1940 f eme shed NC
Middlefield St. Hamilton storage c. 1940 frame shed NC

201-70 Middlefield St. Vacant

201-71 Middlefield St. House c. 1870 vemacular €

201-72  Middlefield St. House c. 1940 vemacular NC

201-73 Middlefield St. House c. 1880 vemacular NC
Middlefield St. Barn c. 1880 vernacular C

201-74 Middlefield St. House c. 1880 vemacular €

201-75 Middlefield St. Vacant

201-76  Middlefield St. House c. 1880 vemacular €
Middlefield St. Garage c. 1950 vemacular NC

201-77  Middlefield St. House c. 1880 vemacular €

201-78 Middlefield St. Duplex c. 1890 vemacular €

201-79 Middlefield St. Vacant

201-80 Middlefield St. Old Harness shop 1880 vemacular € C127
Middlefield St. House c. 1900 vemacular NC

201-81 Middlefield St. House c. 1890 vemacular €
Middlefield St. Garage c. 1950 vemacular NC

201-82 Middlefield St. House c. 1950 Cape NC
Middlefield St. Garage c. 1950 vemacular NC

201-83 Middlefield St. Thomas Haley house 1914 Colonial Rev. € €124

201-84 Vacant

201-85 River St. House c. 1960 Colonial Rev. NC
River St. Garage c. 1960 vemacular NC

201-86 River St. A. Willicutt house 1875 Italianate C €113

201-87  River St. Lyman Oles house 1875 Victorian € €112

201-88 River St. R. Cooley house 1875 Italianate € €111

201-89 River St. Mason house 1875 vemacular € €110
River St. Garage c. 1950 vemacular NC
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202-53
202-54
202-55

202-56

202-57

202-58

202-59

202-60

202-61

202-62

202-85
202-86

River St.

Main St.

Main St.

Lee Rd.

Lee Rd.

Lee Rd.

Lee Rd.
Middlefield St.
Middlefield St.
Middlefield St.
Main St.

Main St.

Main St.

Main St.

Main St.

Main St.

Main St.

Main St.

Main St.

Main St,

Main St.

Main St.

Main St.
Maple St.
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Maple St.
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Maple St.
Maple Ave.
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Maple Ave.
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Maple Ave.
Maple Ave.
Maple Ave.
Maple St.
Maple St.
Huntington St.
Huntington St.
Huntington St.
Huntington St.
Huntington St.
Huntington St.
Huntington St.
Huntington St.
Huntington St.
Huntington St.
Huntington St.
Huntington St.

House

Willicutt Bldg.
Railroad station
James Jones house
Henry Higgins house
House

Grammar School

Town Hall

Cooper House
Second Cong. Church
Shepardson house
Fry house

House

House

Bank/Insurance co.

White's Inn
Chester Granite Co.
Granite company shed
Knowles Bldg.

BSA Railroad hs.
Ely store

General store
Store/preschool
Barn

Eli Gibbs house
House

Andrews house

House

Fay tenement
Root house
House

House

House

House

House

House

House

Barn

George Ayres house
Bam

Henry Wilcox house
Gas station
Bungalow
Garage
House
Garage
House
Garage
House

Barn
Cemetery
Cottage

c. 1960
1847
1841
1880
1870
c. 1850
1908
1935
1920
1843
1892
1850
c. 1990
c. 1950

c. 1960

1850
1892

c. 1900
1850
1841 "
1870
1841

c. 1920
c. 1920
1858
1850
1881

c. 1940
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1850
1940
1940
1890
1890
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1890
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c. 1900
1800
1950
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1940
1940
1940
1940
. 1940
c.1880
c. 1900
1799

c. 1940
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vernacular
Greek Revival
Tudor Revival
Victorian
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Federal
Romanesque
Colonial Rev.
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Greek Revival
Queen Anne
Greek Revival
vemacular
vemacular
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Italianate
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vemacular
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stone block
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vemacular

NC
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NC

Vacant
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NC
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202-109
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202-116
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202-128
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202-131
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202-134

202-135
202-136
202-137
202-138
202-139
202-140
202-141
202-142
202-143
202-144
202-144
202-145

Huntington
Huntington
Huntington
Huntington
Huntington
Huntington
Huntington
Huntington
Huntington
Huntington
Huntington
Huntington
School St.
School St.
School St.
School St.
School St.
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School St.

Huntington
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Huntington
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Maple St.
Main St.

Main St.

Main St.

Main St.

St.
St.
St.
St.
St.
St.
St.
St.
St.
St.
St.
St.

St.
St.
St.
St.
St.
St.
St.
St.
St.

Edward Cowles house
Cowles bam

CD. Smith house
Smith barn
Ripley house
Mobil Gas

House

Methodist Church
William Allen hs.
Hapgood house
Hapgood bam

House

Cottage
Workshop
Waldradt house
Garage

Gorman house
Garage
Tillotson house
Tillotson bam
High School

Shepard i Barber store
Keefe house
Cottage

Garage

Mill/shop

Jail

Cottage

House

Toll house

Soule house

Barn

Knox house
Methodist parsonage

Willicutt house
Jane Short house
Clark house

House

House

Store

Fay house

Fay Clothing store

Total 208 entries on 175 parcels.
Sunmary: 133 contributing buildings
59 non-contributing buildings

Total:

15 vacant parcels

1 contributing site

208 Items

0437A (GF)

1893
c. 1900
1894
c. 1900
1855
1920
c. 1850
1847
1848
1825
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c. 1970
c. 1960
c. 1960
1800

c. 1950
1898

c. 1940
C.1890
c. 1900
1923

1840
1850
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1845
c. 1950
c. 1960
1800
1900
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1850
1850

1850
1850
1850
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c. 1950
c. 1900
1850
1896

Queen Anne
vernacular
Queen Anne
vemacular
Greek Revival
moderne
Federal
Greek Revival
Greek Revival
Greek Revival
vemacular

ranch

modern
vemacular
Federal
vemacular
Colonial Rev.
vemacular
Queen Anne
vemacular
neo-Georgian

Greek Revival
Federal
vemacular
vemacular
vemacular
Greek Revival
vemacular
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Federal
Queen Anne
vemacular
Greek Revival
Greek Revival

Greek Revival
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neo-classical
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January 17, 1989

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

P.O. Box 37127
Washington, DC 20013-7127 JAN 3 01989

NATIONAL
Dear Ms. Shull: REGISTER

Enclosed you will find the following nomination forms:

Chester, Chester Factory Village Historic District, HPCA #11067MA
Concord, Union Station

All have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been signed
by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of pending
State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and were
afforded the opportunity to comment. Comments received to date are attached
to the nomination forms.

Sincerely,.

Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

Enclosure

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Tdmage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



