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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE of area.(Describe physical setting, general character, 
and architecturally significant structures). 

Kennedy Park, established in 1868, is the largest public park in Fall River and one 
of the city's principal open spaces. The long, narrow 57-acre parcel is located in 
the southwestern section of the city in a predcxninately middle and working class 
residential neighborhood. The eastern section of the park is f l a t , high table land 
with views of the city and Taunton River; to the west the land slopes gradually down 
to the water, and the changing grade provides a natural topographical interest. 

Early photographs show a more sylvan scene than today, with more trees, shrubbery 
and flower gardens. Early features which do remain include a tum-of-the-century Y: 
Colonial Revival shelter in front of the wading pool, an early bandstand, and the .1 
fieldstone base of a Shingle Style look-out shelter vAiich burned in recent years. 
The fieldstone retaining wall around parts of the perimeter of the property, as well 
as the interior pathways, also remain. Originally, the f l a t upper section of the 
park was intended to be used for active sports and the more densely planted lower 

(cont'd) 
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Explain development of area, what caused i t , 
and how i t affected community; be specific). 

Originally known as South Park, Kennedy is the city's largest and one of the two 
oldest parks and derives additional historical significance from i t s association 
with the nationally-known landscape architecture firms of Olmsted, Vaux & Co. and 
Olmsted Brothers. •» ' ••. •. '.. ...•••., 
The land for both South and Ruggles Parks was acquired by the city i n 1868. According 
to one early history, city leaders were responsible for this enlightened purchase 
because they appreciated "the gregarious nature of a ccraminity of working people" 
and wished "to provide an easily accessible ground for i±ieir assemblage." During 
the 19th century, as America moved from a rural and agricultural to an urban, indus­
trialized nation, the creation of public parks came to be seen as the proper response 
of civilized government to the phenonenon of urbanization. Recreation was understood 
to be a natural antidote to the nervous exhaustion of t±ie age, produced by t±ie intensity 
of cannerce and industury. 

Of those who stressed the irtportance of public recreatu.on in an urban America, the 
most inportant was Frederick Law Olmsted (1822-1903) v*io, with Calvert Vaux (1824-1895) 
is considered the founder of the profession of landscape architecture. A theorist, 
designer and administrator and one of the f i r s t "city planners," Olmsted is best 
remembered for his winning 1858 design for Central Park in New York City, as well as 
his plans for the Boston park syston, the Duke University and Stanford caitpuses, and 
public parks throughout the natJ.on. 

(cont'd) , J • 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM̂ SSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Community: 

Fall River, Mass. 

Form No: 

N/A 

Property Nane: Kennedy Park 

Indicate each item on inventory form vrfiidi is being continued below. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Cont'd) ' ' 

areas for passive recreation such as walking or bicycling. Tennis courts and tot lots 
have been inserted into spaces originally intended as open meadcwlands. 

Seven statues and monuments have also been placed within the park over the years, 1±ie 
most notable being the bronze VforHWar I I soldier by sculptor Aristide B. Cianfarani, 
erected by the Anerican-Portuguese War Veterans Association in 1951. Cianfarani was 
associated wit±i the Gorham Manufacturing Corpany for many years and designed the Nock 
Fountain and the statue of Bowen R. Church i n Roger Williams Park i n Providence. He 
believed in realism in sculpture, a position he maintained un t i l the end of his l i f e , 
when such a stand was clearly out of fashion. Other statues have included a 1951 
replica of the Statue of Liberty, v^ch was stolen fron i t s granite pedestial. The five 
monuments are dedicated to Sargeant Timothy Foley of the Fall River Police Department, 
to Cosmo Cupolo, to labor union veterans, to Fall River soldiers killed in the Spanish-
American War and World Wars I and I I , and to those members of t±ie Fall River Fire 
Department vdio died in the line of duty. 

The architectural enframement of t±e park is dominated by t±ie twin onion dones of t±ie 
monumental St. Anne's Church on South Main Street. Houses along the periireter of the 
park are typically late 19 th and early 20th century multi-family units v*iose unbroken 
ranks provide streetscapes of pleasing harmony and rhythm. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd) 

The firm of Olmsted, Vaux & Co. was hired by the city of Fall River to draw plans for 
the new Sout± Park. An 1871 drawing, published in Fall River and Its Industries (1877) 
shows the upper section as an open parade and ballfield and the lower sectn.on as a 
densely planted "natural" area with meandering carriage and foot paths, a deer park, 
and an open meadow. The plan shows Olmsted's awareness of tJie need for active recrea-
iiional spaces as well as his predilection for passive recreation—safe spaces for 
walking, running, skating or bicycling i n an environment far removed from the congested 
urban strreets. I t is not known how much of the original Olmsted, Vaux plan was executed. 

In 1901 the voters of Fall River, by a large majority, accepted the enactment of the 
Legislature allowing the appointment of a Park Connission. The members were appointed 
by Mayor Grime, with Reuben C. Small Jr. as chairman. According to the Phillips 
History of Fall River (1944-6), l i t t l e had been acccnplished i n the city's parks up to 
that date. The newly appointed Park Comnission, with an authorized loan of $182,000, 
engaged the firm of Olmsted Brothers to make extensive improvements to South Park as 
well as to develop ot±ier park lands. At this time Olmsted Brothers consisted of a 
sole partnership between John C. Olmsted and Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr., the two sons 
of the pioneering 19th century figure. Although the names of the principals have 
changed over the years, the nationally famous firm has continued i n operation through 
the present day. The 1903 Olmsted Brothers plan and the extensive planting l i s t s 
survive today in the fil e s of the Parks Department. These plans show many of the re­
creational features s t i l l present today, including the wading pool, shelter, bandstand 
and parade area, and lookout shelter, a l l suggestive of a trend toward more organized 
recreational f a c i l i t i e s in a less "natural" environnent. , . , 

(cont'd) 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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MASSAOIUSETTS HISTORICAL CO^SSICN 
Office of the Secretary, Boston , ; 

Coramunity: 

F a l l River, Mass 
Form No: 

N/A 

Property Name: Kennedy Park 

Indicate each item on inventoiy form which is being continued below. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd) 

Over the years, hurricane damage, vandalism, and scarcity of planting funds have 
taken t h e i r t o l l on South Park's trees and general landscaping. Also f a c i l i t i e s 
f or active recreatdon have continued to intrude into the peaceful natural park 
landscape which Olmsted designed for the weary residents of the 19th century industrial 
c i t y . 

Kennedy Park is significant (1) as a major civic improvement of Fall River's late 
19th century expansion period, (2) as the city's largest and one of i t s oldest 
parks, serving a working class neighborhood, and (3) for i t s association with the 
nationally known landscape architecture firms of Olmsted, Vaux § Co. and the 
Olmsted Brothers; i t meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register. 
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