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ARH TECTURAL S GN H CANCE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character,
and architecturally significant structures).

Kennedy Park, establishedin 1868, isthe |argest publicpark i nFall River and one
of thecity's principal open spaces. Thelong, narrow 57-acre parcel i slocatedin
the southwestern sectionof the city i na predcxninatelymddl e andworking class
residential neighborhood. The eastern sectionof the park i sflat, hightable |and
with views of the city and Taunton River; to the west the |and slopes gradual |y down
to the water, and the changing grade provides a natural topographical interest.

Early phot ographs showa nore syl van scene than today, with noretrees, shrubbery

and flower gardens. Early featureswhich doremain includeatum of-the-centur%/ Y:

Col oni al Revival shelter I nfront of the wading pool, anearly bandstand, and the .1

fieldstone base of a Shingle Style |ook-out shelter vAiich burned i nrecent years.

The fieldstone retaining wall around parts of the perineter of the property, as well

as the interior pathways, alsoremain. Originally, the flat upper sectionof the

park was intended t o be used f or active sports andthe nore densely planted | ower
(cont' d)

HSTCR CAL S AN H CANCE of area. (Explaindevel opment of area, what caused it,
and howit affected community; be specific).

Originally known as South Park, Kennedy i s the city's largest and one of the two
ol dest parks and derives additional historical siglfificance fromits association

with the nationally-kn | a e architecture firms of te aux & @. and
d nsted Brot hers. Y ' 3& .B ('
[

The land for both South and Ruggl es Parks was acquired by the city i n 1868.  According
to oneearly history, city |eaders were responsible for this enlightened purchase
because t hey appreciated "the gregarious nature of a ccramnityof working people"

and wished "toprovide aneasily accessible ground for iier assenblage.” Durin

the 19th century, as Anerica noved fromarural andagricultural to anurban, indus-
trialized nation, the creationof publicparks caneto be seen as the proper response

of civilized government to the phenonenon of urbanization. Recreation was understood

to be anatural antidoteto the nervous exhaustion of tdieage, produced bytdieintensity

of cannerce and industury.

G those who stressed the irtportance of publicrecreatu.on i n anurban Arerica, the
nmost inportant was Frederick Lawd nsted (1822-1903) v*io, with Cal vert Vaux (1824-1895)
i s considered the founder of the professionof |andscape architecture. A theorist,
designer andadm nistrator and oneof the first "city planners," Ansted i s best
renenpered for hi s wnning 1858 design for Central Park i n NewYork City, aswell as
his plans for the Boston Eark syston, the Duke University and Stanford caitpuses, and
publ 1 ¢ parks throughout the natJ.on.

(cont'd) J e

Bl BLI OGRAPHY and/ or REFERENCES [, Ay

Phillips, Historyof Fall River (1944-46), Fascicle |l p 98-99
Fall River andlIts Industries, p 158-159 (includes 1871 QA nsted Pl an)
Fein, Albert, Landscape Into Gtyscape (Van Nostrand Reinhold Corpany, 1967). |,

pages | K- Xl X.
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ARCH TECTURN. S GNH CANCE  (Cont ' d) ' '

areas for passive recreation such as wal king or bicycling. Tennis courts and tot |ots
have been Inserted into spaces originally intended as open neadcw ands.

Seven statues and nonunents have al so been placed within the park over the years, lie
nmost not abl e being the bronze ViorHMr || soldier by scul ptor Aristide B C anfarani,
erected by the Anerican-Portuguese Wdr Veterans Associationin 1951, Cianfarani was
associated wtH the GorhamMnufacturing Corpany for nany years and designed the Nock
Fountain and the statue of Bowen R Church i n Roger Wl lians Park i n Providence. He
believed i nrealismin scul Pture, aposition he naintained until the end of his life,
when such a stand was clearly out of fashion. Qher statues have included a 1951
replica of the Statue of Liberty, vAch was stolen fronits Pranite pedestial. The five
nonunent s are dedicated t o Sargeant Tinothy Foley of the Fall River Police Departnent,
to Gosno Qupol o, t o | abor union veterans, to Fall River soldiers killed i nthe Spanish-
Arerican V&r and Wrld Vérs | and ||, and to those nenbers of tdie Fall River Fire
Departnent vdiodied i nthe |ine of duty.

The architectural enfranenent of t+e park i s domnated by tHe twin onion dones of tte
nonunental St. Anne's Church on South Main Street. Houses along the periireter of the
park are typically late 19th and early 20th century multi-famly units v*iose unbroken
ranks provide streetscapes of pleasing harnony and rhythm

H STAR CAL S GN A CANCE (cont' d)

The firmof Qnsted, Vaux &®. was hired by the city of Fall River to drawplans for

the new Sout+ Park. An 1871 drawing, published i nFall River and Its Industries (1877)
shows the upper sectionas an open parade and ballfield and the |ower sectn.on as a
densely planted "natural" area with meandering carriage and foot paths, a deer park,

and an open neadow The plan shows A nsted' s awareness of tlie need for active recrea-
iiional spaces as well as his Bred||ect|pn for passive recreation—safe spacesfor

wal ki ng, running, skatingor bicycling i nan environnent far renoved fromthe congested
urban strreets. |t i snot known how nuch of the original Qnsted, Vaux plan was executed.

In 1901 the voters of Fall River, by alargemajority, accepted the enactnent of the
Legi slature al | owi ngthe appointnent of a Park Connission. The nenfers were appointed
by Mayor Gine, with Reuben C Snall Jr. as chairman. According to the Phillips

H story of Fall River (1944-6), little had been acccnplished i nthe city's parks up to
that date. The new y appointed Park Commission, with an authorized | oan of $182, 000,
engaged the firmof G nsted Brothers t o nake extensive inprovenents to South Park as
well as to develop ate park lands. At this time Ansted Brothers consisted of a

sol e partnershipbetween John C O nsted and Frederick Law A nsted, Jr., the two sons
of the pioneering 19th century figure. Althou?h t he nanes of the principal s have
changed over the years, the nationally famous firmhas continued i noperation through
the present day. The 1903 Qnsted Brothers plan and the extensive planting |ists
survive today 1 nthe files of the Parks Departnent. These plans shownany of there-
creational featuresstill present today, including the wading pool, shelter, bandstand
and parade area, and |ookout shelter, all suggestive of atrendtoward nore organi zed
recreational facilities inaless "natural" environnent. : C,
(cont' d)

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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H STCR CAL SI GN FI CANCE (cont' d)

Over the years, hurricane damage, vandalism andscarcity of planting funds have

taken their toll on South Park's trees and general |andscaping. Also facilities

for active recreatdon have continued t ointrude into the peaceful natural park

| andscape which O nsted designed for the weary residents of the 19th century industrial
city.

Kennedy Park is significant (1) asamgjor civic inprovenent of Fall River's late
19th century expansion period, (2) asthecity's largest andone of its ol dest
parks, serving aworking class neighborhood, and(3) for its associationwiththe
nationally known | andscape architecture firms of A nsted, Vaux 8 @. and t he
Gnsted Brothers; i t meets criteria AandCof the National Register.

SN L¥C
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