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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Montauk Mound is the largest of three Missigs/i/ppian-period mounds
in the area near the junction of the Rolling Fork and Deer Creek. Its
extremg elevation in relation to the surrounding area effected a natural
strategic position in the Steele Bayou expedition. Admiral David D.
Portgr reported that the mound was sixty feet high, but it is not known
if this measurement was taken from the level of Deer Creek or from the
surrounding fields, because the mound is only about fifteen feet high
today. The discrepancy is due in part to natural erosion, but the
primary reason for the difference in the 1863 and 1973 measurement is
the result of a vast amount of alluvial fill that has been deposited
in the fields by past flooding. For a number of years the site has
been used to paspure horses and cattle.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The ancient Indian mound, referred to as the Montauk Mound by
Captain John McClure of the 55th Ohio Infantry, serves as a monument
to the failure of a joint army-navy expedition to reach the Yazoo
River by traveling through a series of bayous and creeks. If the
expedition had been successful a direct assault on the Confederate
fortifications on the Yazoo River above Vicksburg could possibly have
forced the surrender of the city four months eardier. With this
objective in mind, Major-General Ulysses S. GngZ% approached Acting
Rear-Admiral David D. Porter with his plan. Porter agreed to
cooperate in the venture with Grant's favorite subordinate, Major-
General William T. Sherman.

Porter steamed into the Yazoo on March 14, 1863, with five city
class gunboats, four mortar boats and four tugs. His plan was to
move the fleet from its base on the Mississippi River into the Yazoo,
then enter Steele's Bayou. From Steele's Bayou, the fleet would
navigate the narrow Little Black Bayou into Deer Creek at Hill's
Plantation, where it would join Sherman's infantry. The combined
force would then proceed up Deer Creek to the Rolling Fork, which
flowed into the Sunflower River, then move downstream to re-enter
the Yazoo above the fortifications at Snyder's Bluff.

At Hill's Plantation, Porter told Sherman he would need at least

troops Sherman had to order forward more of his division from Eagle
Bend to occupy Hill's Plantation. Because the distance to Rolling
Fork was substantially more by water than by land, Porter set his
fleet into motion ahead of the infantry, believing that both would
arrive at the Rolling Fork at approximately the same time.

The fleet made faster time up Deer Creek than expected until
it was within seven miles of the fork. Here Porter was informed
by local Negroes that Confederates were obstructing the creek with
trees. The tug Thistle and the gunboat Corondelet moved forward
to clear the trees and prevent further obstruction of the passage.
It proved to be a difficult and dangerous task because Confederate
sharpshooters, hidden in the woods, harassed the workers at every
opportunity. However, progress was made until the fleet was within
eight hundred yards of the fork. With only two trees remaining to
be removed, Porter halted for the night near an Indian mound and
awaited the arrival of the infantry. A battery from the gunboats

(continued)

two regiments to accompany his fleet. In order to supply the necessary
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was positioned at the mound, and pickets were posted around the perimeter
of the field.

Admiral Porter soon realized a predicament when smoke was reported
moving along the Sunflower River, because the activity indicated steamers
bringing Confederate infantry to contest the Union advance. To compound
Porter's problems, he learned that the enemy was again felling trees in
the rear of the fleet. Thus, he gave orders to prepare the fleet for
destruction in case capture became imminent.

Abopt sunset, the Confederates under Brigadier-General Winfield S.
Feathegrféton drove in the Federal pickets and forced the withdrawal of
the battery from the mound. A section of Confederate artillery immediately
occupied the mound, and during the night exchanged shots with the fleet
until its limbers were nearly depleted and the fleet began to retreat.

The sound of firing brought the Federal infantry at a rapid march,
and their timely appearance saved the fleet from certain capture or self-
destruction. The Confederates, who numbered no more than eight-hundred,
were content to limit their activity to brief skirmishes with the Federal
infantry and to harass the fleet with sharpshooters who fired at anyone
careless enough to expose himself on deck or in a gun port.

The Union fleet finally arrived back at Hill's Plantation on March 24,
1863, and abandoned all attempts to circumnavigate the Confederate fortifi-
cations on the Yazoo. General Grant now had little choice but to move his
men below Vicksburg along the Louisiana side. On the night of April 16,
Porter ran his fleet past the Vickburg batteries.

The obstinate stand made by the Confederates at Montauk Mound, and
the near capture of his fleet caused Porter to remark in his report:

"I never knew how helpless a thing an ironclad could be when unsupported
by troops."
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