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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Located at 560 Main Street in Meeker, Colorado, the Meeker Hotel is a single attached
structure two stories in height and built of brick laid in courses of stretcher bond.
The central portion of the hotel was constructed in 1896, but eight years later in 1904,
the building was altered and the two wings added. The main or north facade consists of
a central core which is recessed about five feet to provide for a balcony that extends
between the two flanking wings. The inside corners of the wings are curved, and the
building features an elaborate corbeled brick cornice. The roof is flat.

The first floor of the central core is distinguished by five round-arched openings

with fan-type lights, a central doorway, and two windows on each side. Above the simple
bracketed iron balcony is a tall, narrow, round-arched door with two double hung, one
over one sashed windows on each side, and a simple lettered sign on the decorative
arched centerpiece of the brick cornice. The first floors of the two wings consist of
unaltered post and lintel storefronts with large expanses of glass. The second floors
have double hung windows with one over one sash, and all are decoratively tied to-
gether with a brick stringcourse which forms a segmental arch over each window as well
as a round archivolt over the central door. These bricks are said to have been made

in Salt Lake City and transported to Meeker.

The main floor of the hotel consists of five shops and the hotel lobby. The second

floor has thirty guest rooms. The exterior retains its original decorative wood mould-
ings, tongue and groove beaded wainscotting, hardware, stained glass, and fixtures.
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The Meeker Hotel is significant for its role in the commerce of Meeker and for its
architectural features.

Meeker, Colorado, developed in the late 1870s and early 1880s on the site of a military
post established to guard the Ute Indian Reservation. Eventually, the community be-
came the transportation and government center for Rio Blanco County, whose economy

was based primarily on ranching. The first Meeker Hotel was a long adobe building

used to house troops, but in the 1890s it gave way to the present structure which has
been the main hotel in Meeker since that time.

The founder of the present Meeker Hotel was Reuben” S. Ball. A southerner by origin,
he arrived in town in 1890, but stayed only a short time at first, preferring to head
south to the new boom town of Creede where he opened a saloon with a partner. When

a fire burned much of Creede, including his business, Ball returned to Meeker and in
1894 built what is today the central section of the Meeker Hotel. As Ball prospered,
he expanded his business and in 1904 added both the east and west wings which were
built by I. C. Mitchell, a local contractor. When completed, the wings housed a

drug store, the local offices of the Colorado Telephone Company, a doctor's office,
and a saloon. The second stories had rooms, conference rooms, and suites. Since that
time the Hotel has housed many commercial firms and provided night lodging for those
on business in town.

From an architectural perspective the Meeker Hotel reflects the major characteristics
of such commercial structures built in small western towns during the late nine-
teenth and early twentieth centuries. It is one of the larger more elaborate struc-—
tures in the community and enjoys a dominagnt position on Main Street.
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