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Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
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* nationally « statewide Slocally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)
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Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
_ private _ building(s)
jipublic-local __district
_ public-State X. site
_ public-Federal __ structure

__ Object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

n/a

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Funerary: cemetery

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

n/a

Narrative Description

Middlesex, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
.building
sites
Structures
objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Current Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

Funerary: cemetery

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation

walls

roof.
other granite slate limestone marble

zinc iron sandstone

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION
Introduction

While its name implies exigence of picturesque characteridtics of the Rurd syle cametery design movement
ingpired by construction of Mount Auburn Cemetery in Cambridge in the 1830s the landscgpe, layout,
gopearance, and gravestone at of Hillside Cametery adhere more closdly to desgn characterigtics from the
Colonid Period. Acquired by the town by 1753 from locd farmers as aburia ground, it was originaly caled
the North Burying (dso Burial) Ground. Many of those interred here are significant in the history of the Town
of Westford. War veterans, mill operatives, farmers, and business people occupy the gpproximately 300 visible
burials. Members of the Wright, Bates, Nutting, Keyes, and other families influenced the town's history ad
gopearance and continue to do 0 by virtue of their artfully carved gravestones. The landscgpe is nearly flat with
some grade changes to accommodate the dightly rolling topography. The buria ground is located a the
northwest comer of Nutting and Depot Roads and remains inuse Markers, oriented in north-south rows, are
mede primarily from date dthough other materids ae present.  Colonial and Federd Period grave markers
gopear in the form of shouldered-arched and flat-topped tablets. Granite and marble markers dso exis.

L andscape

Land comprising the old North Burying Ground bdonged in the Colonia Period to Ebenezer and Thomas
Wright, locd resdents who were probably farmers. The gopearance a the time was likely that of a field of
orass with afew small date gravestones, adescription still largely applicable.

Boundaries of the cemetery are lined on the south edge with a granite dab retaining wall cgoped with spih
coping sones and on the eedt by a granitefieldstonewall, dso with split cgpgones Wes and north boundaries
ae low dry-laidfieldstonewalls. Entrance to the cemaery is thorough openings in the gone wall dong the
Depot Road (eest) d9de and in the southem stone wall dong Nutting Road. The Depot Road cobblestone
gateway isarticulated by round piers built of cobblestone about five feet in height. Additiona entry isvia Sone
geps to Nutting Road inaggp inthe wall a the southem sde. A modem flagpol e occupies aStejust insde
the eest entry. Circulation within the cemetery isviaan asphalt pathway aong the northem edge

Plot definition occurs in gpproximately four indances with ssimple granite curbs which are located ether flush
with the ground or a much as 18 inches in height. (Photo 2) The Smith family plot hes granite curbing
approximately a foot in height with granite sepsto acoessthe dightly devated plot.  Single Sgps on the eet
and wes areflankedby low octahedrd piers. The gepisinscribed " T. Smith" in memory of Thomas Smith (d.
1829 a 91 yearsof age). The William and Rhoda Chandler Family plot hes dightly taller curbs with tooled
edges (Photo 1) Curbs endose square and rectangular parcds of from eight to twenty feet per Sde. A dngle
agphdt path traverses the cemetery from eedt to west neer its northem edge  There is no evidence of
outbuildings.

(continued)
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Markers

Hillside Cemeaery reflectstrends in gravesone development in its variety of date, marble and granite markers.
Sate is the oldest surviving materid used for marking burids and is carved in shouldered-arched ad flat-
topped gdae (rectangular dabs or tablets). Ranging in height from one foot to five feet, thistype of marker can
demondrate ardatively crude, hand-cut gppearance, a well-designed and possibly mechine-cut shapnessad
svad levds of workmanship in between. Quaity of workmanship of the date marker is sometimes obscured
by the fact that the done haes deteriorated or been broken. Inscriptions dso vary in quality and detail. The
amplest have fine, narrow letters with little relief or depth. Later date gones from the 19" century are more
likely to demondrate clear, degp, stylized letters with a pronounced serif and well thought out organization
relative to the shegpe of the stone.

Markers gopear in avariety of shagpes Those from the earliest period are mog commonly cut in arectangular
form with an arched top, representative of the figurative portal between life and desth. The dhgpe is dso
condgdered an abdraction of the human heed and shoulders. This form of marking the pessegefi-omlife isa
Puritan concept brought from Boston and dsewhere during the region's period of first settlement.  Eighteenth
century dones ae typically carved with one of a variety of motifs. One of the earliest markers inHillside, the
Jacob and Abigail Wright double arched marker (Photo 4), commemorating a husband and wife who both
died in 1761 a the age of 65, exhibits winged death's heeds with the legend "Memento Mori”, an
encouragemant to the living to remember that degth is imminent. The Thomas Wright date marker from
1769 is edged with floral trim flanking acentra pane with name and dates The arched top bearsthe image of a
winged death's heed. The symbol of winged deeth, in the form of either a skull or abdracted human heed
flanked by apair of feathered wings goreed wide, occurs frequently on donescarved in the 18" century. Thisis
a representation of the belief that the human spirit was rdeased a the time of deeth for the flight heaverward.
Henry (d. 1793 & 78 years of age) and Priscilla Richardson (d. 1776 & 63 years of age) are remembaed by
ached goneswith death's heedsin portals. Representative of the spirit of the deceasad glancing back into the
world of the living while smultaneoudy offering the living apreview of the afterlife, the porta isrich in Puritan
symbolism and attitudes toward the transcendent nature of deeth. 1n addition to the porta and death's heed on
the Richardson done are abdtracted leafless trees, dso symbolizing desth.

Basad on dasscd influences exerted by the soreading glow of the Enlightenment, new images for gravestone
omamentation rapidly made the older Puritan themes ssem outdated. Um and willow designs gopear frequently
on gravesones fi-om the Federd through the Victorian Period. Both date and sandstone markers exhibit this
late IS and 19" century motif that is anicon of sorrow and grief  Change from the Puritan death's heed to the
classcaly inspired um and willow marked a change in the way degth was viewed by New England society.
Previoudy, the event was consgdered a common redity whose dim portent reflected the gem view of life ssa
druggle for survival. The Pogt-Puritan view of desth adopted a sentimental quality that gooke more of the
emotiona date of those left behind than of the joumey of the deceased, causng the replacement of darkly
spiritua carvingswith abdract sorrowful imagery. The use of columnsin gravestone design, frequently of the

(continued)
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Doric order, is evidence of the pervasve influence of cdlasscad imagery popularized by the Enlightenment.
Within the Smith Family Plot are Thomas Smith's (d. 1829 a 91 years of age) and hiswife Molly Smith's (d.
1836 a R yearsof age) arched date markers are two of the severd that have um and willow designs with Doric
columns a the borders of the inscription panel. Approximately 43 gravestones have dates before 1830. Mogt
are shouldered arched formscarved from date.

Additional marker types in the form of obdisks and tablets with biblical and other symbolism gopeared during
the Victorian Period. Obelisks are made mainly from gray granite with one example exhibiting only three ddes.
The example commemorating the deeth of Asia Nutting in 1880 is of split granite without ormament and is
aound sx feet tall. Others, from the late 1800s, have cgpgones and smooth, polished granite faces. The 1871
William and Rhoda Chandler Family pedesta, a stouter form resembling an obdlisk, is cut from granite and
hes an inlaid marble inscription pand. (Photo 1) Religious symbolism gopears on the marble dab of Jacob
Wendell (d. 1809 a 45 years of age) inthe form of ahand withfinger pointing heaverward recesssd in an oval.
Ok leaf duders sarve to articulate the markers for James M. Wright (d. 1867 & 67 years of age), and his
wife Sarah (d. 1897 a 91 years of age). Carved ballflowers gopear on the stone for their daughters, both
named Mary (one who died in 1839 a three years of age and one in 1853 a 13 years). Sarah (d. 1870 & 36
years of age) and Hezekiah Cummings (1828-1904) were husband and wife and have oek leaf duders on their
marble dones.  (Photo 3) Victorian Period designs include other biblical references. Those interred in the
Chandler Family plot have matching scroll tablets carved from marble. These low tablets are otherwise
unadomed.

Two examples of zinc grave markers from the late " century exist in Hillssde Cemetery. One monumental
bronze (zinc) marker commemorates posthumoudy the lives of Imla Keyes (d. 1861 a 638 years of age) ad
his son Edward (d. 1865 a 38 years of age). According to the Westford historian Edwin Hodgman, Edward
Keyes is buried in a Catholic cemetery in Sumter, SC, the location of his degth during the Civil War. The
soond zinc marker isfor George and Imlasrdative George Keyes (1817-1898). Thisunusua marker typeis
the product of the Monumenta Bronze Company of Bridgeport, Connecticut which operated fi“om the 1870s
until after WW |. The two-foot high imitation sone is mede to resemble quarry-faced granite in the form of an
ached tablet. These are the only known zinc monuments in Hillside Cemetery but they are commonly found in
smdl numbers in cemeteries acrossthe nation.

At leedt three 2" century military dones exig in Hillside. A small rectangular marble marker with cambered

to]) marks the resting place of Elbridge Reed (d. 1908) who served the country in the Civil War in Company G,
f  Vermont Infantry. No dates are inscribed on this gone. Harry E. Nixon Jr. (1920-1969) sarved during

World Wer Il inthe U.S. Naval Reserve and isremembered with amarble marker carved with across inscribed
in acircle. The goneis flush with the ground. A smilar sone commemorates the life and military service of
Wendell L. R. Perry (1916-1968) who wes aprivateinthe U. S Army in World War Il.  Both World Wer |l

vetarans have separate civilian gravesones for themsdves and their families. The mod recent burial occurred

in 2001.

(continued)
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Gravestone Carvers

Gravegtone carvers who sgned their work in Hillside Cametery include the Lowell, Massachusetts craftsmen
Andrews and Wheder who cregted the arched marble tablet for Josgph W. Keyes (d. 1879 & 58 years of age).
D. Nicholsdso worked as a gravestone carver in Lowell and mede the arcched marble sone for Rebeccah (d.
1348 & 70 yearsof a9 and Samue Tenney (d. 1863 a 89 yearsof age).

Information about communities with which Westford resdents maintained trade relationships can be learned
fi-om gravestones Stone carvers sgned their names a around ground level on some markers, occasondly
including the name of their towns. By far the mogt frequent community noted on signed markers is Lowell, city
of origin for dones carved by Andrews & Wheder and D. Nichols, the only carvers to sgn their work in
Hillsdde. Newspgpas from the end of the period support the assartion that, when traveling out of town for
commercid purposes, resdents of Westford usualy went either to Lowell or Ayer, typicaly on the Stony Brook
Railroad.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American dtes are known in the cemetery or in the generd area(within one mile), dtes
may be presant. Environmental characterigtics of the area represent some locationa criteria (dope, soil

drainage, proximity to wetlands) that are favorablefor the presence of ancient dtes. The cametery islocated on
awell drained, level to moderately doping terrace, both favorable characterics. The nearest wetlands, however,
ae locaed over 1,000 feet from the cemetery, a factor that reduces the overdl ancient Ste sengtivity for this
location. Keyes Brook, a tributary of Stony Brook and the Merrimack River, is located southwest of the
cemaeay. Given the aove information, the smdl sze of the cemaery (1 acre), and excavation of over 300
graves a low potentiad exids for locating significant ancient Native American resources & the Hillside
Camdary.

A high potentia exigts for locating historic archaeologica resources in the Hillside Cametery.  Unmarked
graves containing sratigraphic evidence of a buria pit, coffin, skeetd remains, and persond items of the
deoessad may exigt dating to the pre-1753 period before the North Burying Ground was established and |ater.
Older burids ae grouped in the southeest comer of the cemetery where date markers are concentrated.
Archaeologicd evidence including buried objects, artifacts, and post holes from old fence lines, sonewdls,
gaes, and other boundary markers may adso survive. Archaeologica features and/or artifacts rdaed to 18"
century agricultural mctures, methods and techniques might aso exist. The cemetery land was farmland prior
to its 1753 acquisition by the town from loca farmers.

(end)
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8 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Hillsde Cametery retains integrity of materias, location, design, workmanship, setting, feding ad
asociation. Itiseligible for the Nationa Regiser under Criteria A and C a the local level and meats Criterion
Condderation D as a cemetery which derives its dgnificance from age distinctive desgn features ad
associaion with historic events. The cemetery is significant under Criterion A for its associafion with eventsin
the community such as epidemics of illness and military service inthe Revolution. Itiseligible under Criterion
C as an example of aColonia Period buria ground containing examples of gravestone carving representative of
techniques commonly ussd in the period. Theperiod of significancefor the cemetery begins a its establishment
in 1753 and extends to 1955. It has been in continuous use

Introduction

Westford's North Burying Ground (the original name of Hillside Cemetery) first came into use as apublic buria
ground in 1753 when the parcel was given for the purpose to the town. Approximately a dozen dones survive
fi-om the 18" century. Burids & that timewere conducted in the Protestant vein with aminimum of ceremony.
Gravestone ormnament was restrained and the surrounding landscgpe was alowed to gopear as a grassy plot
marked by date heedgones. Treatment of buria places in Westford remained augtere until the mid-Q** century
when towngpeople began efforts to improve the buria ground landscapes. This gopearsto have bean motivated
by the popularity of more exuberant funerary omament as & Mount Aubum Cemetery founded in Cambridge in
1831, and by the antiquarians interest in recording and stewardship of historic artifacts.

While other locd cemeeries, including Fairview on Main Street in Westford (NR 2001), show sgns of
imitating Mount Aubum Cemetery in their complex plot plans, curving circulation peaths and omate entrance
gaes the North Burying Ground acquired only a picturesque new name, "Hillside", around the end of the
nineteenth century. It was not the subject of any ssmctura improvements or pathways among buria plots. Sate
markers from the 18" century remain largely unchanged, athough they are surrounded by Victorian and later
period markers of granite and marble.

The mogt basc maintenance schedule hes adlowed the cemetery to retain much of its historic gopearance by
virtue of the densdy grouped date markers near the southeest comer, the small scde of markers and the smple
landscgpe unencumbered by modem paths and fumiture.

1753-1830

The North Burying Ground occupies land that had beonged in the 18" century to the brothers Ebenezer (b.
1693) and Thomas Wright (1707-1769). Ebenezer's name gopearson alist as one of thetown's 89 original tax
payes Ebenezer resded on Chamberlain Road and sarved in 1726-1727 &s treesurer for the West Precinct of
Chelmsford which became the town of Westford in 1729. Thomas Wright isburied in Hillside Cametery

(continued)
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benegth a date marker. The parcd was acogpted by the town on March 5, 1753 according to town mesting
records fi-om that date. Those a the meeting voted to accept for a "Buring Place a Peece of Land at a Hace
Cdled Tarkil hill Being one acer more or less Bounding neer where Two Rodes meet...", thereby cregting the
North Burying Ground, the town's second. The first, originally caled the Eagt Burying Ground, is now cdled
Fairview Cemeery and came into use around the tum of the 18 century.

Burials whose markers do not survive may have occurred before the official establishment of the North Burial
Ground. Gravedones from the 1700s and early 1800s ae typically located very dose together in the
southeedtern portion athough some gaps exist. Family members tend to be adjacent to one another, frequently
digned in the order in which they died. No segregation bessd on ethnicity, occupation, military service or
wedth is goparet. Mogt gones ae around the same Sze, two to four feet high by one to three feet wide.
Maintenance of the burial ground during this period was the responsbility of a neerby resdent. Duties
conssted of mowing grass which was remunerated by the town on ayearly bass and digging graves for which
the caretaker was paid piecemed. Approximately 50 markers from the period exist in the cemetery.

Eighteenth century resdents of Westford who are buried in the Hillside Cemeatery includeindustridists,
Revolutionary War veterans, loca paliticians and farmers. Around 1725, amiller named William Chandler (b.
cal690) built a fulling mill in neerby Brookside Village (NRDIS 2002) and begen its 200-year history of
industrial activity. The senior William Chandler is buried in Westford's Fairview Cemetery but his son and
grandson, who both continued to operate the fulling mill according to the 1883 town history, are interred here.
His great grandson who is buried beneeth an 1871 marker worked as a farmer according to the 1855 cenaus
The Chandlers made alarge impact on the town by engaging in industrial activity a Brookside and maintaining
a family interest for sevard generations. William Chandler (d. 1826 a 71 years of age), grandson of the
town's first fulling miller, was a Revolutionary War veteran who sarved as a private in Captan Timothy
Underwood's company that marched on Concord inApril, 1775 and later on Bunker Hill according to the 1908
publication Massarhusetts Soldiers and Sailors nf the Revolutinnary War. He served intermittently through
1778 in saveard other units and is buried besde his wife Joanna (d. 1842 a 87 years of agg). The Chandlers
have matching marble sdlae carved by D. Nichols of Lowell. Private William Chandler's son is interred here
ad was a Wedtford sdectman in 1836 and 1837. Captain Oliver Bates (1721-1775) is interred in theold
North Burying Ground and is ancther of the people interred here who served in the Revolutionary War.  Captain
Bates died as a result of wounds shortly after the battle of Bunker Hill in June, 1775, He commanded
companies of men inthe regiments of Colond James Prescott and Colonel William Prescott. Hedso sarved as
SHeatmen in 1764, 1774 and 1775.

Five additiond veterans of the Revolutionary War ae interred in Hillsde Cemetery including Sargeant
Solomon Spaulding who marched on Concord and Bunker Hill, Pelatiah Wright who sarved a Concord and
Fort Ticonderoga, Ephraim Wright who participated & Concord, and Daniel Nutting who fought a Bunker
Hill. Joseph Wright Jr. marched on Concord and White Plains and died in the service of his country in New

(continued)
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York according to the inscription on his gravestone. This is d<0 the final resting place of Roswell Reed ad
Imla Keyes who both sarved in the War of 1812, Roswel Read died in 1856 of consumption according to
Marilyn Day in Westford Days

Farming was the mog common method of eaming a living in Wesford throughout the IS and wel into the
" century. Asareault, many of thoseinterred a Hillsde worked the land induding Thomas and Ebenezer
Wright who gave the town the land for the cemetery. Thomas lived on the gpposte sde of Nutting Road
approximatdy YA mile wes of the cemetey. Thear rdative Jacob Wright worked afarm a the come of Graton
Road and North Main Strest with his wife Abigail, bath of wham died in November, 1761 a 66 years of age
The Wrights share a double date gdewith carving of a desth'shead. (Photo 4)

Three grave markers have poignant ability to reved potential hardships of 18" century exisgence. A date double
gravestone with asngle arched top marks the burial place of children of Ephram and Abigail Wright, Hannah
and Jotham Wright, who died on August 23™ and August 2%, 1775 a the ages of five ad saven years A
nearby sone marks the burials of Thomas and William Smith who died on Sgptember 13" and Sgptember
197, 1775. An additiona shouldered arched date marker commemorates the lives of three children of Josgph
and Dorothy Wright. Children of Josgph (d. 1823) and Ruth Keyes (d. 1785 a age 36) named Rebecca,
Stephen and Joseph Wright died between August 30"ad September 17, 1775 and were between the ages of
10 months and four years. The proximate date of the deeths of these children is the more saddening when one
condders that buried in Westlawn Cemetery are two children of Colonel John Robinson who died the same
year, d<0 in the lae summer, and tha there may have been an epidemic of diseese throughout the town.
Evidence exigs of burias of victims of smalpox during the 18" century. Anonymous handwritten notes added
to amap specify no date or names but suggest the northwest comer of the cemetery as the Ste of such burials,
adthough no documentary evidence is available. Nearly all of those interred here bdonged to the First Parish
Church until 1829, the time of the founding of the Congregationad Church.

1830-1900

Changes in the gppearance of the cemetery began to occur after 1830 when date was less frequently ussd for
gravedones. Marble and granite gradudly replaced date, probably for their improved resstance to delamination
and exfoliation. Inaddition to their superior durability, these materids presaent a very distinctive gopearance in
comparison to date. Previoudy unavailable colors, shgpes inscription types and increased scade were all

possble with the new materids. Also, the at of the gravesone carver was advancing in the face of modem
imagery drawn from Victorian period biblical and iconographic sources

Improvements to the grounds occurred on severd occasons. The first to be recorded was in 1844 and notesthat
Oliver Woodward was paid a small amount for a gate and a pair of gone posts. The gate ad pods do not
aurvive but their ingtallation marks the beginning of cemetery maintenance chores documented in town reports.
In 1846, AsaNutting was paid $98 for re-building 26/2 rods of sone walls (approximatey 430 feet). This

(continued)
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length is corresponds roughly to the length of the existing walls dong the south and eest Sdes of the cametery.
Mr. Nutting lived across the drest from the cemetery and cut grass and bmsh in the burial ground from around

1846 unfil 1878 when he was 82 years old. In 1868, he was paid $101.50 for "stone work" in the Eat Buria

Ground (now Fairview Cemetery), suggesting he had some skill as a sone cutter or mason. Mr. Nutting's sons
Sephen and Benjamin were largely respongble for maintaining the cemeteryfi”~om1878 until the tum of the 20"
century. Theloca surveyor Edward Symmes was retained by town officials to creste aplan of the North Burid

Ground in 1871, which has not yet been located.

In 1893, the town voted to adopt the provisions of the sate law regarding salection of a Cemetery Commission.
The first membears were the industrialist Allan Cameron, the mill owner George Heywood, and the Westford
Academy heedmader William E. Frost. Their god was the improvement of the gppearance of thetown's burial
grounds which they effected a the Hillside Cemetery by re-setting head sones and tidying the grounds in 1895.
Markers for gravedtes were purchased to commemorate military service in all conflicts up to that time and
avenueswere laid out. Inthe North Burial Ground this amounted to a handful of marble sones for veterans of
the Civil War such as the undated low arched tablet of Elbridge Reed. Landscgpe improvements consst of a
sngle draight path along the north edge. Improvements of a more picturesque neture took place a theformer
Eag Burial Ground, now Fairview Cemeaery. Changes there included congtmction of curving avenues a
aummer house (gazebo), and large gateways that atracted most resdents of the town in search of aburia plot
including al three original Cemetery Commission members. During the period 1894-1897, Hillside was the Ste
of only 12 burials compared to 103 for Fairview. A similar relationship exised between Fairview and Hillside
in terms of the growing number of funds established for perpetud care of buria plots. Hillsde was not entirely
neglected, however. According to town reports from 1900, the south wall aong what is now Nutting Road was
re-laid, pointed, and improved with a course of split granite cgpgiones which formalized the previous dry-laid
donewall. Thewall continues to exist in thiscondition.

The concept of Perpetud Care came into use in Westford in 1893, For a deposit of $50-100 to the perpetud
care fund, Westford residents could provide themsdves with a pamanent program of plot maintenance. Also
aound this time, resdents were requested to pay an amount of one to five dollars per year to defray
maintenance cods. Rising expenses may have been due to increesng numbers of plot-defining feetures such as
granite curbs and the severd types of fencethat may have been inuse inthe Victorian period. No plot-defining
fences survive.

Interments during the period include that of the farmer William Chandler who died in 1874 and is buried with
his wife Rhoda benesth a sout granite pillar with cgp. (Photo 1) He wes the grest grandson of the miller
William Chandler who begen fulling woolen cloth a Brooksdein 1725 according to the 1883 town history. He
isburied with some of his family. JamesWright (d. 1876 & 67 yearsof age) and Sarah Wright (d. 1897 & 91
years of age) ae interred benesth matching marble sdae with pointed arched tops. (Photo 3) Both are
aticulated with cdugters of ok leaves recessed in an oval.  Children of the Wrightsinterred in adjacent plots
include two daughters, both named Mary, who died in 1839 and in 1853.

(continued)
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Civil War veteransinclude Edward Keyes who died in 1865 while serving inthe military a& Sumterville, South
Carolina. He was 38 years old serving his fourth year in Company C of the 30" Massachusdtts Volunteer
Infantry. Other Civil War veteransinclude R. W. Cummings, dso of Company C, 3" Massachusdtts Infantry,
Charles M. Cummings (1838-1910) of Company C of the 16" Massachustts Infantry, and Elbridge Reed
who saved in Company G, 2 Vermont Infantry and died in 1908.

1900-1960

Interments in Hillside dowed during the period from 1900-1960. The larger, more refined Rurd syle Fairview
Camngtery on Main Street in Westford imbued the smdler Hillside with the more primitive character of a

Colonid Period buria ground. No curving avenues or were built, dthough Charles Farrow improved or rebuilt
the existing granite et wall in 1901. Cemetery superintendent Albert P. Richardson caled for suggestions to

rename the burying grounds something "more euphonious’ in 1895 and again in 1903, with the suggestion that

Hillside be the name gpplied to the old North Burial Ground. There was only one regpondent who gpparently

concurred, thus changing the name.  Lack of interest on the subject is in marked contragt to the campaign to

rename the former Eag Burial Ground. New walls, gates and avenues inspired avid voting, ultimately in favor
of the name Fairview. Since Hillside lacked the Rurd style improvements of Fairview, it received anew name
but little of the enthusasm for reserving plots.

Expenditures for maintenance nearly doubled after World Wer |1, possibly due to mechanization of maintenance
procedures. The 1937 town report includes a sample contract for purchase of buria plots which indicates no
walls, fences, curbs or projecting comer posswere alowed, probably to simplify maintenance. This regulation,
ingtituted by Cemetery Commisson membeas Sebadian Watson, Fred Blodget and Axel Lundberg, saved to
dem the profusion of Victorian omament in cemeaeries.  These volunteers sarved the town from a leest 1937
though 1949. Mr. Lundberg operated a gravestone manufacturing and sales operation in Westford's village of
Nabnesstt from ca 1910-1940.

World War | and World Wer |1 veterans are buried in Hillside, two of which have military markers. Harry E.
Nixon saved in World Wer 11 and is buried under a white marble tablet mounted flush with the ground. The
legend "Main AMM2 USNR World War |1" and dates 1920 - 1969 gopear bdow a cross inscribed inacircle.
Wendell L. R. Perry (1916-1968) resides under awhite marble marker whose top is flush with the ground. He
sved as aprivate first dass | the amy in World War 11, The sone in the south wall with the inscribed name
"Hillside" was given to the cemetery by the family of Claire Westwood in 1991.

Conclugon

Colonia, Federd and Victorian period historical associaions in Hillside are largely intact despite interruptions
by the smal number of modem markers and by the remova of some historic cemetery fumishings. However, it

(continued)
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continues to be possble, by observing the rows of arch-topped date dones carved with chembs dasscd
columns, um and willow designs, and by recalling names 0 important to the development of the community, to
get astrong sense of how Colonia Period resdents of the Town of Westford viewed their buria places.

Archaeological Significance

Historic archaeologica resources described above have the potentia to contribute important information related
to the early settlement of Westford, the evolufion of the Hillside Cemetery, and the cifizens of the community.
Additional documentary research combined with archaeologica survey and testing may hdp locate the tempora
and geogrgphic limits of the cametery through time. Unmarked graves may hdp determine if burids exist that
predate town ownership in 1753, possibly as afamily or neighborhood burial ground for the farmslocated in the
aea. ldentification and mapping of fence lines, walls, gates no longer extant, and grave pattems may do help
ddineate overal cemetery boundaries and how they changed through time and smdler socid, ethnic, and family
units within the larger cemetery. Gravestone art, inscriptions, and detailed andyss of memorid offerings,
coffin hardware, and persond items in graves may dso contribute important infonnation relating to the socid,
cultural, and economic lives of individuals and groups interred in the cemetery. Ogteologica sudy of skeletd
remans may aso contribute important information relating to the generd hedth and pathologies thet affected
citizens of the Westford community buried a the Hillside Cametery and the community in generd.

(end)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Verbal Boundary Description:

Hillside Cametery comprises al of the land within the boundaries of the cemetery. It isbounded by Depot Roed
on the east and by Nutting Road on the south. The cemeatery encomypasses 1 acre, described by the assessor's
office as parcd 35 on map 36.

Boundary Justification:

Boundaries of the Hillside Cemetery were determined by the Westford Historicd Commission and by the
consultant. Boundaries includeall gravestones, gateways, sone degpsand circulation path. Stone walls encircle
the cametery and mark all boundaries.

(end)

PHOTOGRAPHS

Taken by: Sanford Johnson, September 2002
Location of negatives Westford Historicad Commission

South wall and seps, William Chandler pedestd in center. View to north.
Smith family plot. View to northeedt.

Sarah and JamesWright marble gravestones View to west.

Jeoob & Abigail Wright marker. View to eedt.
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M ap#

B =Building

Name
1 Hillside Cemetery
2 Granite Walls
3 Cobblestone Gateway
4 Stone Sepsto Nutting Road
5 Hagpole
6 Agphdt pathway
7 Thomas Wright Marker

8 Hannah and Jotham Wright
Marker
9 Smith Family Plot

10 Henry and Prisillar Richardson

Markers
11 AsiaNutting Obelisk

12 Jamesand Sarah Wright
Markers
13 Mary Wright Markers

Hillside Cemetery
Westford (Middlesex Co.), Massachusetts

Data Shet

Resource Type
Cemetery
Wall
Gaevay
Seps
Hagpole
Pathway
Gravestone

Double gravestone

Gravesones, plot defining curb
and deps

Gravesones

Grave marker

Gravestones

Gravestones

14 Hezekiah and Sarah Cummings  Gravestones

Marker

O = Object

S =Site

S = Structure

Dates
1753
1846,1900
1846, c. 1935

c. 1840

c. 1960 n

c. 1960
1769

1775
1829
1793,1776

1880

1867, 1897

1839,1853

1904,1870

C = Contributing

Material
N/A S/C
Granite dab, fieldstone S/C
cobblestone S/C
Granite S/C
Meta O/NC
Asphalt SYNC
Sae o/C
Sae o/C
Sae gravesones, o/C
granite curb, Seps
Sae o/C
Granite o/C
Marble o/C
Marble o/C
Marble 0/C

NC = Non Contributing

Satus
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Westford (Middlesex Co.), Massachusetts

Data Shet
M ap# Name Resource Type Dates Material Status
15 Imlaand Edward KeyesMarker Grave marker c. 1898 Zinc o/C
16 George Keyes Marker Grave marker 1898 Zinc o/C
17 Elbridge Resd Marker Military Grave Marker 1908 Marble o/C
18 Harry E. Nixon . Marker Military Grave Marker 1969 Marble O/NC
19 Wenddl L. R. Parry Marker Military Grave Marker 1968 Marble O/NC
20 Joseph W. Keyes Marker Gravestone 1879 Marble o/C
21 Rebeccah and Samud Tenney Gravestone 1848 Marble o/C
Marker
22 Cagptain Oliver BatesMarker Gravesone Sae o/C
23 William and Joanna Chandler  Gravestones 1826, 1842 Marble o/C
Markers
24 Lt. Solomon Spaulding Marker Gravestone Sae o/C
25 Pdatiah Wright Marker Gravestone Sae ofc~
26 Ephraim Wright Marker Gravestone Sae o/C
27 Joseph Wright I. Marker Gravesone Sae o/C
28 Roswell Reed Marker Gravestone Sae o/C
29 Jaoob and Abigail Wright Double Gravestone 1761 Sate o/cT"

Double Arched Marker

B = Building O = Object S = Ste S = Structure C = Contributing NC = Non Contributing



Hillside Cemetery
Westford (Middlesex Co.), Massachusdtts

Daa Shet
M ap# Name Resource Type Dates Material Satus
30 Thomas and William Smith Gravestone 1775 Sae o/C
Marker
31 Rebecca, Sephenand Josgph Gravestone 1775 Sae o/C
Wright Marker
32 R. W. Cummings Military Gravestone 1910 Marble o/C
33 William and Rhoda Chandler  Pedestdl, gravestones, plot 1871 Granite, marble 0/C
Family Plot defining curbs
34 Jecob Wendell Marker Gravestone 1809 Marble o/C
35 George KeyesMarker Gravestone 1898 Zinc o/C
36 Asphdt Path Path C 1970 Asphalt S/NC

Note: Resources sdected for discusson are representaive (i.e. excluson from the data sheet does not indicate alack of significance)

B = Building O = Object S = Ste S = Structure C = Contributing NC = Non Contributing
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massechusatts Historical Commission

October 14, 2005

Dr. John Roberts, Acting Chief
National Regiger of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

Nationd Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW  8* floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endaosed please find the following nomination form:
Hillside Cemetery, Depot Rd., Westford (Middlesex), MA

The nomination hes been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been sgned by the
Sate Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending Sate
Review Board consideration 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Sincerdy,

M A[JMAJuyTyy?
Betsy Frieaberg (j
National Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

CC: Sanford Johnson, consultant
Kangh Tebbas Westford Higoricd Commisson
Dini Hedy-Coffm, Westford Board of Sdedmen
Timothy Greenhill, Westford Town Hanner

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.sec.scatemausmhe



