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The Heman and Jane DeBow Gibbs Farm owned by the Ramsey County and
St. Paul Historical Societies is a 1% acre remnant of a 160-acre farm
homeeteaded in 1848. It ig situated on flat prairie land near the
northwest corner of the St. Paul Civy limits and adjacent to the University
of Minnesota's agricultural campus. ‘ _

The oldest remaining building in the complex is the farmhouse
which represents three separate stages of construction starting in 1854,
This portion, a 1% story frame building wh.cn replaced an earlier claim
shanty, is still incorporated within the front right portion of the house.
Its tamarac log ceiling joists are visible within the house. Gibbs enlar-
ged and "modernized” the house in 1867, adding a large parlor and four
bedrooms. This gave the front portion of the house its present appearance.
The rear wing was added in 1870 to complete it as it appears today. The
style although rural Minnesotan vénacular, has Greek Revival overtones
with its br.udside orientation, symmetrical ‘front 'facade and stacked fenes-
tration which incidently includes six over six window panes. The exterior
1s ' polychromed bown and ivéry to give the house a 1870 appearance.
The porch was added in the early 1870s.

Three other buildings exist on the site; the large gabled barn
built in 1¥0 which is tue only other building s.rvivi.g from the Gibbs
era, a rural schoolhouse built in 1878 and moved to the site in 1966, and a
two story carriage barn built in 1959, but styled to fit in sympathetically
with the other buildings. v _

Land adjacent to the farm on the cast and north is now leased by the
county society from the University for the purpose of making small plots
available to indiyiduals, thus providing.a mere accurate agriculture.envir-

onment to the farm buildings.
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STATEMENT ODF SIGNIFICANCE.« ' -

The Heman and Jane DeBuw Gibbs Farm and the 1% acres of land
on which it stands exists as one of the few remaining farmsteads
in the St. Paul/Minneapolis Metropolitan area. Acquired by the
Ramsey County and St. Patl Historical Soc1ety in 1949, it was opened
to the publie in 1954 as a farm museum. It is the only interpretive
center of its type in the metropolitan area, not only for displaying
the rural lifestyle of the mid-1880s but also as representing one of the
few remaining truck farms on the fringe of the city. Both aspects are
interpreted well™at the farm,

Heman and Jane Gibbs homesteaded the original 160-acre site in
1849, emmigrating from Galena, Illinois. Mr. Gibbs was one of the
many early St. Paul pioneers who had come to Minnesota from the lead
fields of Illinois and Wisconsin, and Mrs. Gibbs was no stranger
to the territory, having grown up as an adopted child of an Indian

. missionary .family.near.Fort Snelling.: . Fheir .original house was a-

small claim shanty and its cellar depression is still discernable
J;outheast of the present farmhouse. They built the frame house in

1854 which is integrated into the present corner of the fatrwhouse
enlarging the structure in 1867V§nd 1870%as the family grew and
prospered. The homestead evolved into one of many truck farms near

the close of the century, servicing the expanding food demands of the
rapidly growing St. Paul and Minneapolis communities. Acquired by

the County Historical Society, it has been retained as a representative
example of an early Twin City farmstead and late 19th century truck farm
for the educational advantage of the nmow surrounding urban community.
The house is furnished in the 1860-70 period with many of the original
Gibbs furnishings, Farm machinery and pioneer farm tools are displayed
in the carriage barn and the restored school is used by the neighboring
urban school systems to familiarize their pupils to rural school
environment and techniques utilized before the turn-of-the-century.

All the interpretive programs along with an elaborate schedule of

home craft seminars and exhibitions are coordinated under the auspices
of the county society.

The Minnesota Committee for the Preservation of Historic
Buildings cited the Gibbs home in 1946 as a "building of exceptional his
toric and artistic merit;' one of the first three such designations
by that committee in the state,




Minnesota History,

Sept. 1946, pp. 228-232

Files of the Ramsey County and St. Paul Historical Societies, Inc.

Historic St. Paul Buildings, St, Paul Planning Department, 1964, p. 59,

"Three Historic Buildings", Ruth B. Borden, Vol. 27
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Classification should be changed from "site" to "building."
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Add to Statement of Significance:

The significant buildings are the farmhouse itself, and the white barn,

which also is original to the site. While the red barn and the school-

house are recent additions, they are functionally related to the overall
interpretation of the site and do not detract from the significance

of the farm complex.

The farmhouse is significagnt, architecturally. A rural Minnesota
version of Greek Revivaly it also represents the special heritage of
the St. Paul area, and much of southeastern Minnesota. Gibbs patterned
his house after the farmhouses of his native Vermont. He was part of
the first wave of immigration into the St. Paul area in the spring of
1849, when Minnesota became a territory, and the great majority of
these new first settlers were New England Yankees. They took up land
not only in St. Paul and Ramsey County, but also along the Mississippi
river and its tributaries which gave access to the farmlands of south-
eastern Minnesota. This wave of immigration so strongly influenced
the cultural heritage of the area that the Yankee imprint still exists
today. Gibbs' farmhouse, with its resemblance to its counterparts in
New England, is & physical reminder of this heritage, some farmhouses
much like it still can be seen in southeastern Minnesota. The Gibbs
farmhouse, however, is one of the few early Greek Revival structures
which still remain, unaltered, in the St. Paul area.

Mrs. Gibbs' personal history is unique to Minnesota. Known in history
as Jane DeBow Stevens Gibbs, she was a child of six when she arrived
in Minnesota in 1835 to live in Indian country, west of the Mississippi.
At this time there were no other white families in the area, with the
exception of those at Fort Snelling, the military post at the junction
of the Mississippi and Minnesota rivers. She was the foster child of
the Rev. Jedediah Stevens, a Presbyterian missionary who had been

sent west to join the famous Pond brothers, Samuel and Gideon, who
were working with Chief Cloudman's band of Sioux in what is now south
Minneapolis. Stevens established the Lake Harriet Mission, close to
the Pond brothers' cabin.* There Jane DeBow Stevens, i

¥, ..early became acquainted with the skin lodge or tepee, the sound of
the paddle on the lake, the orgies of the feast on the return of the
warriors - in the spring, the death song, the war whoop and the sight
of the painted, half-naked warrior....
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"In the fall, the squaws and children harvested the corn, gathered nuts
and ric e, made their skin lodges snug for the winter, the men, in the
meantime, being absent on the hunt. In the spring, they made a little
dark colored maple sugar."2.

She learned to speak Sioux and, since Stevens could not master the
language, served as ingerpreter for him during councils with Chief
Cloudman and his band.”°’

Jane DeBow Stevens and Heman Gibbs were married in Galena, Illinois,
in November, 1848. The following spring they arrived in St. Paul.
Gibbs acquired 160 acres of land, of which the present Gibbs Farm
Museum is the remnant. The filing, by Gibbs, for his 160 acres, was
one of four made in the old Rose Township, now northwestern Ramsey
County, in 1849, and one of the first eight in the entire township.4*

The Gibbs property "was on the trail between Lake Harriet and the other
lakes, hunting grounds and marshes of the North, (and) the fort (Fort
Snelling) and the Indian agency to the Southeast. Mrs. Gibbs' knowledge
of the Sioux language, her o0ld acquaintance of the Indians and the
attractions of the {Gibbs') melon patch and turnip fields brought the
Indians to the house frequently and in great numbers. She says she
often cou%ted as many as a hundred of them on the premises at one
time...." *

This, then, was some of Mrs. Gibbs' own early history, which reaches far
back into the history of Minnesota itself, as well as that of the
St. Paul; Ramsey County area. ‘

SOURCES:

1. Little Bird That Was Caught, a biography of Jane DeBow Stevens
Gibbs by her daughter, LiIIle Gibbs LeVesconte. St. Paul:
The Ramsey County Historical Society, 1968.

2. "A Pioneer Woman, Her Story of the Early Days in Minnesota."”
Interview with Mrs. Heman Gibbs by Charlotte Whitcomb.
Minneapolis Journal, June 26, 1897.

3. "Sod Shanty on the Prairie--Story of a Pioneer Farmer," by
William L. Cavert. Spring, 1964, Vol. 1, No. 1, Ramsey County History,
semi-annual magazine published by the Ramsey County Historical
Society, St. Paul.
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4. History of Ramsey Count Minnesota, and the Clt of St. Paul,
y

5.

e Rev. REdward D. Neill, and Outlines _i Hlstogx of
Minnesota,by J. Fletcher W1111ams, 1801,

Interview with Frank Gibbs, son of Heman and Jane Gibbs. .
May 23, 1946, From files of Ramsey County Historical Society.
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