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PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
The Moeur Building is a large, flat-roofed, one-story structure with a frontage of 
177 feet, a depth of 123 feet and a height of over 25 feet. Federal Moderne in 
appearance, the building faces north and is constructed of concrete, wood, and 
adobe. The more than 50,000 adobe bricks made on the site were used to infill the 
concrete post and beam frame. The building is symmetrical and H-shaped with the 
east and west wings extending approximately 20 feet to the north and five feet to 
the south.
The entry features four pairs of flush doors with nine-li!ght openings, and 30-1 ight 
transoms. The doors are separated and flanked by Moderne pilasters with polychrome 
brickwork between the pilasters over the transoms. Similar pilasters and brickwork 
appear on other facades of the building. The body of the building is stuccoed and 
scored horizontally.
Internally, the building features a 22-foot by ^0-foot two-story.foyer and the origi 
nal recreation room/auditorium space (68ft by 100ft by 20ft high). Interior 
remodeling has altered some spatial features although most spacing, including the 
original auditorium/recreation room, remains intact. The building has been 
wel1-mai nta ined.



STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE/HISTORY
The Moeur Building is significant for its architectural value and its historical 
associations. The combination of Moderne style and use of adobe in construction 
makes this building unique and the only example of its type in Arizona. Large 
public buildings incorporating adobe in the 1930s are rare, and the Moeur Building 
is the best known and largest example of such construction in Arizona. The 
building is also known as the "largest structure of its kind to be built in Arizona 
by the labor of the Work Projects Administration." The building retains most of 
its original integrity and spatial configuration despite functional changes and 
loss of original wall murals.
The building is historically associated with Dr« Benjamin Baker Moeur, a Tempe 
physician. He served as secretary to the Board of Education for Arizona State 
Teachers College (ASU) for many years and as Governor of Arizona for two terms 
(1933-1936). As a member of the Constitutional Convention for the State of Arizona, 
he wrote the portions of the Constitution pertaining to education, creating the 
basis for development of the state's educational system.
Although the building is not yet 50 years old, its architectural and historical 
significance are of exceptional merit. .........
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Statement of Significance (Addendum)

The B. B. Moeur Activity Building possesses exceptional significance 
within a local and state context for its architectural stylistic 
characteristics and for its unique combination of materials. It is 
also noteworthy as one of the few major WPA-constructed buildings in 
Arizona.

An example of Federal Moderne style architecture, it is unique among 
the other ASU campus buildings. Typical of buildings of the Moderne 
style, the ornamental features are predominantly rectilinear and in 
low relief. Aseries of stylized pilasters with fluted capitals articu 
late the central bay of the facade and create a vertical emphasis 
typical of Moderne buildings.

On the interior, Moderne style detailing is limited to low relief wall 
and ceiling panels which have incised geometric designs. Original 
wall murals have been removed, but the stylistic components of the 
lobby are still readily apparent. The main interior space is the 
auditorium/recreation room.

This space has been rehabilitated for open-plan office use. The original 
surface treatments are obscured, but the space itself remains intact. 
Other aspects of the original floor plan, which include a single loaded 
U-shaped corridor plan around the main auditorium, are also intact, with 
simplified interior finishes, doors, and hardware remaining.

The physical construction of the Moeur Building is also unique. The 
main structural framework is concrete, and the walls are infilled with 
adobe. No other structure of this type is known in the state. While 
adobe was a native and common building material in Arizona, the use 
of adobe had been largely superceded by other materials for anything 
other than residential structures.

Further, the economic advantages, as well as labor intensiveness of 
adobe for the nonstructural walls of the Moeur Building,would have made 
adobe ideally suited to the economy and intent of WPA-financed con 
struction projects. This application of adobe in large-scale projects 
correlates with the use of adobe for the Casa Grande High School gym 
nasium, constructed by the WPA in 1936.





Tempe MRA
B.B. Moeur Activity Building
Arizona State University
Photo by Roger A. Brevoort
May 1985
View of main facade illustrating main
entry - view looking south
Photo 1 of 3





Tempe MRA
B.B. Moeur Activity Building
Arizona State University
Photo by Roger A. Brevoort
May 1985
View of interior lobby showing ceiling
detail.
Photo 2 of 3





Tempe MRA
B.B. Moeur Activity Building
Arizona State University
Photo by Roger A. Brevoort
May 1985
WPA medallion on front steps
Photo 3 of 3


