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1, Name nf Proparty
historic name Winthrop Parkway, Metropolitan Parkway System of Greater Boston
other names/site number Same

2. Lnr.atinn

Street & number Winthrop Parkway _not for publication
city or town Revere vicinity
State  Massachusetts .code_MA county Suffolk County code i~”iz. zip code

3. Statfi/Farifiral Agency Certificatinn

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this Semination

« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of

Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
meets ¢ doe” not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

« nationallyv*tatewide ¢ locally. (¢ See continuation sjieet for additional®omments.)

jjKSignatureyf certifying official/Titl<tfcara H. Metz, Executive Director Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

innal Park Service Certificatinn
I, herrfby certify that this property is: Signa*Mj* of t||fe\Keeper
rentered in the National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« determined eligible for the
National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
« removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



Winthrnp Parkway
Name of Property

fi Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
_ private _ building(s)
_ public-local X district
jipublic-State _ site
_ public-Federal _ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

Metropolitan Park System of Greater Boston

6. Function nr Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RECRFATION/CUI TURF - outdoor recreation
LANDSCAPE - park natural feature

TRANSPORTATION - rnad related

7- IDescriptinn
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

_NZA

Narrative Description
See Section 7 Continuation Sheet

Suffolk County, Massachusetts
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
J3 J3 .building
sites
, structures
objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

None

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RECREATION/CULTURE - nutdnor rer~reatinn
LANDSCAPE - park, natural feature

TRANSPORTATION - rnad related

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation N/A

walls N/A
roof. MA.
other asphalt, concrete, granite, plantings
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DESCRIPTION

Winthrop Parkway, located dong the north shore of Massachusetts Bay in the city of Revere,
Massachusdtts, is one of eight oceen parkways in Boston's Metropolitan Park Sygem. Like all of the
ocean parkways under the aegis of the former Metropolitan District Commission (MDC), the adjacent
beach and ocean views have an integra connection with the parkway and are the primary resson for its
exigence. (InJuly 2003, the MDC was reorganized as the Division of Urban Parks and Recrestion within
the newly created Department of Consarvation and Recredtion [DCR].) The waters of Massachusdits Bay
dominate the viewsto the eest/northeast, while Bellelde Marsh, the lagt sdtmarsh in Boston, isvisibleto
the west/southwest.  Winthrop Parkway, approximatdy three-quarters of amile in length, is broken into
two ssgments for the purposes of this nomination: a connecting ssgment and a shordine segment.
Winthrop Parkway's northwestem terminus is located just south of Eliot Circle in Revere, and its
southeegtem terminus is a the Winthrop/Revere line, after which the road becomes Revere Strest-Crest
Avenue. Theroad isdiscussed, from north to south, in two segments.

Winthrop Parkway, Segment One - Eliot Circle to Leverett Avenue

The northwestern terminus of Winthrop Parkway, Segment One (#1 on the data sheet), is located just

south of Eliot Circle, atraffic rotary where Revere Beech Parkway, Bennington Street-State Road, Revere
Beech Boulevard, and Winthrop Parkway all converge. The southem terminus of the segment is located
a the intersection of the parkway and Leverett Avenue. This connecting segment, which is less than one
half mile in length, travels through the Beechmont residential neighborhood that condgs primarily of

one- to two-story, mid- to late-twentieth century wood-frame and brick resdences. Houses dad a a
consstent setback of about 25 feet from the outer edge of the roadway. Broad Sound Avenue, alooping,

primary road through the resdentid neighborhood on the eestern sde of the parkway, intersects the

sgment a two points; a its northem end. Broad Sound Avenue intersects approximately 500 feet from

Eliot Circle; and a its southem end, lessthan 200 feet north of the Leverett Avenue intersection. Two

DCR-owned pocket parks are dso located dong this sretch of roadway. The first; located at the northern

intersection of Broad Sound Avenue and Winthrop Parkway, istriangular in shepe and features turf with
mature trees, omamental dhrubs, flowerbeds, benches, and cobrahead lighting.  The other, Leverett

Avenue Pak, is located a the intersection of Leverett Avenue and Winthrop Parkway just before the

roadway begins to leave the Beachmont neighborhood and parale the shore. This park gently dopes
with the topography a Leverett Avenue and features omamentd fruit trees and shrubs flowerbeds,cobra-
heed lighting, and alate 20" century wood-frame pavilion with two wooden picnic tables.

(continued)
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The parkway alignment, which runs southeegterly in this connecting ssgmert, is gently curving and level.
Two 14-foot-wide lanes travel one in each direction with no median in between. Informa parking is
permitted intermittently along the southbound lane. The curbs are vertical granite, and there are curb cuts
asociated with mogt of the resdences. Sdewdks, typicaly bituminous concrete and four to six feet
wide, lineboth sdes of Ssgment One for mod of its length. Narrow turf strips with intermittent deciduous
trees linethe outer edges of the parkway in mog placesdong this segment. Occasiondly, particularly in
front of the parks, the planting strip is diminated and the sdewak abuts the curb of the road directly.
The overall feel of this ssgmant isthat of a plessant, tree-lined, resdentid road. Viewsae consgtently
aong the corridor itself, with no long-digance views. The boundary in thisareaisvisually defined by the
trees and sdewalks and corresponds to the backs of the sdewaks or ten feet on ether dde of the
roadway.

Winthrop Avenue, Segment Two - Leverett Avenue to the RevereAVinthrop line

Leverett Avenue marks the transition to Winthrop Parkway, Segment Two (#2 on the data sheet), and

there isa dramatic change in character between this segment, which isthat of an ocean parkway, and the
first segment described above. Segmant Two, just under a quarter mile in length, travels adjacent to the
shore and is separated from the beech area by only a sdewdk and a seawdl. Near-digance viewsto the
eed, limited in certain sections by the four-foot height of the seawall, are of the rocky shore. Short Beech
(straddling the Revere/Winthrop line), and severd done jetties extending into the ocean. In the medium
digance are dramatic views of Nahant and Little Nahant to the northeest, the high-rise goartments of

Revere Beach to the north, and Winthrop Highlands to the southeest. Far-disance views ae of

Massachusetts Bay. Viewsto the west are adong the corridor neer the northern end of Segment Two. At

the southem end of the segment, near-disance views are of Winthrop Avenue, Belle Idand Resarvation,

and Belleldand Inlet. Medium-digance views are limited to Logan Airport. The Bogon skyline can be
=N inthe far digance. For Segmat Two, the west, or inland, d9de is discussed first, followed by the
eadt, or ocean, Sde.

On the inland sde of the road, particularly near the northem end of this ssgment, there are pockets of late
nineteenth and early to late-twentieth century resdences. Housss in this ssgmant are typically larger than
in Segment One and are two to four gories in height. Most ae st about 10 feet abovethe road and are
spaaed by a retaining wall from the roadway, which consgs of two 14-foot-widelanes that travel in
ether direction with no median. There are no Sdewaks or curbs aong the west sde of the roadway in
Segment Two, with only one exception, near the northemmost point of the segment, where the setback
and retaining wall have been entirely diminated and saverd housssare sst immediately a the road; here,
the houses are buffered from the southbound lanes by a granite curb. Residential deveopment ceases

(continued)



NFS Fora | IONO-a OMB Appnval No. 10140011
(MO)

United States Department of theInterior
Nationd Pak Savice

National Regiger of Historic Haces ' FRkng/
Continuation Shest \Tv’é‘mrhgﬂd@, VA
Metropolitan Parkway Sysem of Greater Boston MPS

Stionnumbe 7 Peoe 3

aong the west dde of the roadway as it gpproaches Belle Idand Resarvation near the southern terminus
of the parkway. At this point, views to the west open up beyond the corridor itself to Belle Idand, the
Belle Idand Inlet, Logan Airport, and the Boston skyline.

On the ocean dde of the shordline segment, Winthrop Parkway is bordered by a granite curb, sdewalk,
and concrete retaining wall. Both the retaining wall and sSdewak are st upon a concrete seawdl. The
retaining wall varies in height from gpproximately six feet near the northern end to four feet dong the
remainder of the parkway. The sdewdk is generdly sx feet in width, but it widens a certain points
where there are |ookouts toward the shore and beyond. Periodic bresks in the seawall provide acoess to
the beach via dairs. This configuration is condstent aong the entire length of the eest Sde of Segmant
Two. Viewslooking northeast from the oceen sde of the road include the adjacent shore & Short Beach
as well as medium-distance views of the Beechmont neighborhood and Rocky Beach (Revere). Facing
southead, views include Short Beach, Winthrop Highlands, and long-disance views of Massachusetts

Bay.

Also part of the Winthrop Parkway nomination are the Winthrop Parkway Tide Gates (#3 on the data
sheet), located on either dde of the parkway neer Leverett Avenue. These gatescontrol the flow of water
coming from Bellelde Inlet and its outlet. Short Beach Cresk. Severd houses are built atop this structure
aong the west Sde of the road. While it is not known exactly what year the gates were added to the
parkway, this feature shows on MPC plans as early as 1946 and is, therefore, conddered a contributing
element of this nomination.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American Stes have been identified within the boundaries of the Winthrop Parkway,
dtes may be present. One gte isrecorded in the genard area (within one mile), a dte dendty that is likely the
result of underreporting for this region. Early historic settlement dating from the 17"* century and 19" century
residential development may have reduced the potential for late 19" and 20™ century collector activity in this area
Environmental characterigtics indicate a high potential for the presence of ancient Native American dtes in the
Winthrop Parkway locale. The parkway corridor intersects severa well-drained, level to moderaidy doping
terraces and other shordline arees dong itsroute. The entire parkway lies within 1000 feet of Broad Sound, part
of Massachusetts Bay.

Environmenta characterigics and historic sources dso indicates a high potential for the presence of historical
archaeological dteson the vicinity of the parkway corridor. First Period settlement and coagtd deve opment,

(continued)



NFS Fom | IONO-a OMB Approval No. 10240011
(t-M)

United States Department of theInterior
Nationd Pak Savice

National Regdea of Higoric Places Now i Pt 1

Continuation Sheet Revere (Suffolk), M A
Metropolitan Parkway Sysem of Greater Boston MPS

Sctionnumbe 7. Paoe 4

particularly during the 19 and 20"-centuries, indicates the potentia for locating 17" through 20"-century
domegtic, agricultural, industrial and commercid Stesthroughout the area

In spite of the high potentid for the presence of both ancient Native American and higtorical

archeeologica dtes adong the parkway route, the potential for the recovery of intact and significant

archaeologica resources, both ancient Native American and historic within the nominated parkway area
is low. Construction of the four-lane parkway corridor in the early 20* century would have hed an

adverse effect on any archaeologica resourcesthat may have beaen located inthe right-of-way. Grading,

paving and construction of ddewaks, curbs planting strips, utilities, and tide gates, where they exist

would have destroyed archaeologica resourceswithin the nominated parkway areas Fragmented portions
of archaeological dtesincluding degply buried artifact concentrations and truncated features may survive
within the right-of-way; however, it isdoubtful NR eligible Stes survive. Known dtesthat existed within
or extended into the parkway right-of-way have been essentially destroyed.

(end)



Winthrnp Parkway
Name of Property

R. Statfimftnt nf Signifiranre

Applicable National Register Criteria
(IVlark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

_ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
See Section 8 Continuation Sheet

9. Major Bihiingraphiral Referenr.BS

Suffolk Cniinty, Massachusett.'i
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture
Conservation

Engineering
Entertainment/Recreation
Landscape Architecture

Transportation

Period of Significance
1R95-195fi

Significant Dates
19Q9-1919: Winthrop Parkway constructed

circa 1940: tide gates built

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
NA

Architect/Builder

Charles Eliot, Olmsted Brothers

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

__ State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
_ Local government
_University
__ Other
Name of repository:
Metropolitan nistrict Commission, Boston, MA
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SIGNIFICANCE

Winthrop Parkway, located dong the north shore of Massachusetts Bay, miakes up nearly three quarters of

a mile of roadway in the Metropolitan Parkway Sydem of Greater Boston. First proposed as a link

between the Revere Beach Resarvation in Revere and the Winthrop Shore Reservation in Winthrop,

Winthrop Parkway is significant as one of the oldest parkways dedgned for the Metropolitan Parks
Commisson (MPC) by Olmsted, Olmgted and Eliot and its successor firm, Olmsted Brothers. Prior to the
congtruction of Winthrop Parkway in 1909, there was no direct link aong the southern Revere and

northem Winthrop shorelines to connect the Revere and Winthrop Beach Resarvations. While Winthrop

Parkway does not actually extend to the Winthrop Beach Reservation as wes originally proposed, itjoins
with a municipal road a the Revere/Winthrop town line that completes the link. Also known today &s
Sae Route 145, Winthrop Parkway is primarily significant as an oceen parkway. Like Revere Beech

Parkway to the north and Winthrop Shore Drive to the south, Winthrop Parkway clearly reflects the
principles of public ownership, control, and acoess essentia to an oceen parkway, as outlined by Charles
Eliot. It wes the lagt dretch of ooeen property to be acquired for public use in Revere. Winthrop Shore
Drive possess=s integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association

and is an excdlent example of an oceen parkway in Boston's Metropolitan Parkway sysem. It medats
National Register Criteria A and C in the significance aress of community development and planning,

conservation, engineering, entertainment and recreation, landscape architecture, and transportetion a the
dae level and fulfills the Parkways Regidration Requirements for the associated Ocean Parkway

property subtype, under Section F of this Multiple Property Documentation Format nomination. The
period of significance for Winthrop Parkway is 1895, the date that planning began for the parkway, to

1956.

As early as 1895, the MPC proposed an extenson of the seeshore reservation and parkway south from
Eliot Circle a Revere Beach to Great Head (now Winthrop Heed) a the southem end of Winthrop Beach
in Winthrop. Neither Revere Beach Parkway nor Winthrop Shore Drive had yet been built, athough both
resarvations had dready been edablished. Hans and dudies for the connector between the two
reservations were prepared from 1895 to 1898, but these plans were put aside for the next saven yearses
the MPC focused on building Revere Beech Parkway to the north and Winthrop Shore Drive to the south.
Both of these roads were being built from pre-existingroads. Winthrop Parkway, however, would have
to be built on new dignment, requiring the acquisition of various parcds of land dong the southem
Revere seashore, much of which was owned by the Boston, Revere Beach and Lynn Railroad. In 1905,
the railroad contributed a stretch of land between Eliot Circle and Leverett Avenuein Revere to the MPC,
allowing the congtruction of the first section of Winthrop Shore Drive. Thissection. Ssgment Onefor the

(continued)
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purposes of this nomination, was condructed four years later through Beachmont, a modest residentia
neighborhood in Revere.

In 1914, the MPC proposed to extend Winthrop Parkway toward the southem end of Short Beach neer the
Revere/Winthrop town line. This portion of the roadway. Segmet Two, would directly pardld the
adjacent shordine for lessthan one half mile. Authorization for this extenson was givenin 1915. A year
later, land takings had begun to meke way for the extended parkway. Seven parcds of land dong the
southern Revere shoreline between Endicott Avenue (just south of Leverett Avenue) and Revere Stret
would be required to build the road. Winthrop Parkway was built in ssgmentsas the lands came into MPC
possesson. By 1919, the roadway wasfinished between Endicott and Revere Streats and congruction
had begun on a seawal dong the outer edge of the parkway to the eest. Changes to the parkway from
1919 to the 1940s were generdly limited to the resurfacing of the road and repairs to the adjacent seawall
by the MPC's successor, the MDC.

Beginning in 1940, discussons resumed to extend the roadway from its southem terminus a the
Revere/Winthrop town line & Revere Strest to Sewadl Avenue neer Grover's Cliffs, a promontory in
Winthrop Highlands. However, the road that connects the two parkways, Revare Strest-Crest Avenue,
was never acquired as MDC property. MDC annud reports and historic plans show that Revere Strest-
Crest Avenue has dways been the primary connector between Winthrop Parkway and Winthrop Shore
Drive. The Revere/Winthrop town line remains the southem terminus of Winthrop Parkway, a which
point the parkway becomes Revere Stredt.

In 1946, Winthrop Parkway was widened from 30 feet to its current width of 34 feet through the
Beachmont neighborhood. Many of the houses in Beachmont date to the post-World Wer Il era, and itis
likely that the widening of the road wes to allow room for parking for resdents of the growing
neighborhood. It was in this same year that MDC plans began to show the tide gates located neer
Leverett Avenue. It was not known in what yeer they were built.

(end)
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Name of Property County, State

10. Geographiral Oata

Acreage of Property  approx. 35 acres

UTM References

1.19 336220 4696100 (Woffl7em Tem/nus
Zone Easting Northing af Eliot Circle)

2.19 336860 4694920 {Soutliem Terminus
Zone Easting Northing  Wintlirop/Revere Line)

Verbal Boundary Description and Justification
Section 10 continuation sheet.

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle V. Adams, S. Berg, E. Maass, T. Orwig, PAL, with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director, MHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date November 2003
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard telephone 617-727-8470
city or town Boston state MA  zip code_Q2125

Additional Dnr.umRntation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Dept. of Conservation & Recreation, DUPR
street & number 20 Somerset Street telephone (fii 72 727-5264
city or town Bo.ston state MA zip code 02108

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this fonn is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION AND JUSTIFICATION

The National Register boundary for Winthrop Parkway is drawn to encompass property historically and
currently associated with the roadway. This includes the parkway corridor and adjacent planting srips
and sdewdks, where they exist. Where ddewdks and planting grips do not exist, the nomination
includes all the land that extends back ten feet from the current edge of the parkway. The boundary does
not include adjacent MDC-owned parkland that isnot directly related to the parkway. The specific termini
for Winthrop Parkway, which isdescribed in two segments are asfollows:

Winthrop Parkwav, Segment One: The northwestern terminus of Segment One corresponds to aline of
convenience drawn a the southern edge of the outer perimeter of Charles Eliot Memorial Circle (part of
the Revere Beach Parkway nomination) in Revere The southem terminus of Segment One corresponds to
a line of convenience drawn eest acrossthe parkway from the southwestem corner of Leverett Avenue
where it intersects the parkway in Revere

Winthrop Parkway, Segment Two: The northem terminus of Segment Two corresponds to a line of
convenience drawn eaest across the parkway from the southwestern comer of Leverett Avenue whereit
intersects the parkway in Revere. The two segments of the parkway adjoin one another. The southem
terminus of Segment Two corresponds to aline of convenience drawn across the parkway from eedt to
wes a the Revere/Winthrop Town line. The parkway, terminates a the northem sde of this line.

(end)
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#1

#2

#3

NRHP Listed

MHC# Name

Winthrop Parkway,
Segment One

Winthrop Parkway,
Segment Two

Winthrop Parkway Tide
Gates

E

Winthrop Parkway
Revere, Massachusetts
District Data Sheet

Town

Revere

Revere

Revere

Location

Connecting Parkway segment
located between Charles Eliot
Circle and Leverett Avenue

Ocean Parkway segment
located between Leverett
Avenue where it connects with
Segment One and the
RevereAA/inthrop town line.
Located on the northeast and
southwest sides of Winthrop
Parkway, Segment Two
immediately south of Leverett
Avenue.

Date

1909-1916

1909-1916

ca. 1946

H
Status
C
C
0

Type

Structure

Structure

Structure
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Name: LYNN Location: 042* 23'24.1" N 070* 58" 34.2" W
Date: 9/11/2002 Caption: Winthrop Parkway
Scale: 1inch equals 2000 feet Revere, Winthrop, Massachusetts
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1. Winthrop Parkway, Segment One

2. Winthrop Parkway, Segment Two
3. Winthrop Parkway Tide Gates
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusstts Historical Commission

December 3, 2003

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regigter of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW, S* floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Ms. Shull:

Enclosed plesse find the following nomination:

Winthrop Parkway, Revere (Suffolk), MA
Metropolitan Park Sysem of Greater Boston (Parkways) MPS

The nomination wes voted digible by the State Review Board and been dgned by the State
Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State Review
Board consideration 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to
comment.

We request expedited review of this nomination.

Sincerely,

Betsy Fnedberg {J
National Regiger Director
Massachusetts Historical Commisson

enclosure

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.statc.ma.ug'sec/ mhc



