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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Union Presbyterian Church is a small (26' x 49') frame structure
on a cement block foundation. The double-door, Gothic-style
entrance is reached by a flight of cement steps, and is centered
in a projecting pavilion that once formed the base for a steeple
(removed 1940's). Windows in the side walls are long, narrow,
and pointed at the top in Gothic style.” A gable roof covers

the main structure; a small, hip roofed addition (probably once
used for storage) is set into the angle between the entrance
pavilion and the church proper.

The one-room interior has 3' wainscoating. The walls and ceiling
are tin painted bliec Flooring is wood.

The church is located in a level, slightly wooded rural area,
and is flanked by a small cemetery.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Union Presbyterian Church is a typical example of the small,
rural, ethnic churches that played so important a role in the
early history of Iowa settlement.

The Union Presbyterian Church was founded in the late 1850's by early
settlers of German descent. Until 1868, services were held in the
houses of church mem bers, after which the Presbyterians worshipped
with Lutherans at St. Peter's Lutheran Church in nearby Toeterville.
Doctpinahl differences led to a split in 1873-74, led by the Rev.
Jacob Kolb, which resulted in the re-establishment of the Presby-
terians as a separate congregation. Services were held in a school-
house until 1888, when the present church was built. Religious
observances were conducted entirely in German until 1918, when the
exigencies of the American involvement in the war against Germany,
and the members' own concerns for 'the spiritual welfare and the
outward growth of the congregation,' led to the use of English.

During the next 50 years, church membership steadily declined, as
members died or joined other congregations. In recent years, services
were held intermittently, until the church was closed in 1975.

A design feature which makes this church rather unusual is the extensive
use of pressed tin in the interior, and the extent to which it has been
preserved over the years. The pews, wainscoting and other furniture are
also original, preserving most clearly the flavor of the early years of
the church.
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