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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character, 
and architecturally significant structures). 

Although the organizer of the Stafford M i l l s i s reported to have said, "Towers pay  
_ no dividends," and the early parts of the complex have no aesthetic pretensions,  

the Stafford i s nonetheless notable f o r i t s s i t e plan, workmanship, harmony of  
style and proportions, and generally i n t a c t q u a l i t y . The p r i n c i p a l buildings • . '  
are two monumental granite m i l l s , constructed i n 1872 and 1888, and an 1896  
detached bric k Richardsonian Romanesque o f f i c e which i s among the f i n e s t of the  
c i t y ' s m i l l o f f i c e s and i s unique i n use of t h i s s t y l e . The complex i s located  
on a s i t e o r i g i n a l l y 15 acres at the corner of County and Quarry Streets not far  
from the upper part of the Quequechan River, from which water was drawn. The  
5-story M i l l #1 has the characteristic low-pitched r o f f , 12/12 sash, bracketed  
wooden cornice, narrow plan (374' X 70') and i r r e g u l a r ashlar walls with parged  
j o i n t s escept along the street end, where finished blocks were used. M i l l #2  
i s also 5 stories but i s s l i g h t l y larger (425' X 75') wi t h a l a t e r sash type.  
I t was b u i l t almost p a r a l l e l t o the f i r s t to create a m i l l yard. Projecting (CONTINUED) 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Explain development of area, what caused i t , 
and how i t affected community; be specific). 
The Stafford M i l l s was one of 15 t e x t i l e corporations founded between 1871 and 1872 
dtiring a period of rapid expansion of the c i t y ' s manufacturing capacity. The 
company was organized i n 1870 but reorganized i n 1871 with a c a p i t a l of $550,000. 
I t was named i n honor of i t s founder and f i r s t president, Foster H. Stafford, a 
man who began working i n m i l l s as a young boy. At one time Stafford had been 
superintendent of 3 m i l l s at once—the F a l l River, Annawan and Metacomet—and he 
also served f o r 10 years as the f i r s t superintendent of the highly successful 
Union M i l l s . The o r i g i n a l treasurer of the Stafford was Shubael P. Lo v e l l . The 
1872 Stafford M i l l had a capacity of 34,928 spindles and 860 looms and manufactured 
10 m i l l i o n yards of p r i n t c l o t h , 64" X 64". The m i l l was powered by a double 
Corliss 600 horse power engine, an^ machinery was p a r t l y foreign-made. Instead 
of buying land and build i n g tenements fo r i t s operatives, the company loaned c a p i t a l 
to land owners i n the neighborhood and took leases on houses erected by them. One 
hundred forty- f o x i r (144) tenements were leased under these terms. The Stafford M i l l s 
closed i n 1929, M i l l #1 i s presently used as a f u r n i t u r e showroom and #2 houses 
l i g h t industry and i s p a r t l y vacant. 
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F a l l River and I t s Industries, p. 131-2 
History of B r i s t o l County, Mass, p. 318 
P h i l l i p s ' History of F a l l River, Fascicle I I , p. 
Barlow Insurance Plan No, 5053, 1878 
1920 Corporate M i l l y a r d Plans 
" M i l l Architecture i n F a l l River," p, 195 
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Indicate each item on inventory foim which is being- continued below. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Continuation) '.v, ̂  

i n t o the yard are the 1872 picker and b o i l e r houses and 1888 picker house, also of 
irr e g u l a r granite ashlar. I n 1890 an engine house was added to M i l l #1 and i n 1890 
a large 2-story granite weave shed was attached at the rear. The l a s t building 
to be erected—the f i r s t with any ar c h i t e c t u r a l pretension—was the o f f i c e , which 
was placed i n the f r o n t center of the m i l l yard and provides a visual focus. The 
2-story hip-roofed structure i n b r i c k with brownstone t r i m features a t y p i c a l l y 
Richardsonian Syrian arched entrance, above which i s a brownstone panel engraved 
STAFFORD MILLS. The contractor f o r the o f f i c e was Beattie & Cornell. The windows, * 
which are rectangular at Level 1 and arched at Level 2, have been blocked i n below 
the transoms. Much of the o r i g i n a l sash throughout the complex has also been removed 
and part of the end wal l of M i l l #1 has been painted. 

%ie Stafford Mifls complex mee# cr!teila A and C of the National Register 
because of the distinctive and monumental designs of its mills and office buildings 
and for its role in Fall River's explosion of inudstrial development during the 
1870s. y. 
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