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ARHTECTURL. S OGN H CANE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character,
and architecturally significant structures).

Al'though t heorganizer of theStaffordMlls i sreported t ohave said, "Towers pay
no dividends," and t heearly parts of theconplex have no aesthetic pretensions,
the Staffordi snonetheless notable for itssite plan, workmanship, harnony of
style and proportions, and generally intact quality. The principal buildings e
are two nonunmental granitemills, constructed i n1872 and 1888, and an 1896
detached brick Richardsonian Rormanesque office which i sanong t hefinest of the
city's mill offices and i sunique i nuse of this style. The complex i slocated

on a site originally 15 acres at thecorner of County and Quarry Streets not far
from t heupper part of t he Quequechan River, from which water was drawn. The
5-story Mill #1 has thecharacteristic low-pitched roff, 12/12 sash, bracketed
wooden cornice, narrow plan (374" X 70') and irregular ashlar walls with parged
joints escept along thestreet end, where finished blocks were used. Mill #2

is also 5 stories but i sslightly larger (425 X 75") with a later sash type.

It was built almost parallel tothefirst tocreate amill yard. Projecting (GONTI NJED

HSTGRCAL SGNHCANE of area. (Explain devel opnent of area, what causedit,
and howit affected coomunity; be specific).

The StaffordMills was one of 15 textile corporations founded between 1871 and 1872
dtiring a period of rapid expansion of thecity's manufacturing capacity. The
conpany was organized i n1870 but reorganized i n1871with a capital of $550, 000.

It was named i nhonor of itsfounder and first president, Foster H Stafford, a

man who began working i nmills as a young boy. At one time Stafford had been
superintendent of 3mlls at once—the Fall River, Annawan and Met acomet —and he
also served for 10 years as thefirst superintendent of thehighly successful

Union Mills. The original treasurer of theStaffordwas Shubael P. Lovell. The
1872 StaffordMill had a capacity of 34,928 spindles and 860 | ooms and manuf act ured
10 million yards of print cloth, 64" X 64". The mill was powered by a double
Corliss 600 horse power engine, an” machinery was partly foreign-made. Instead

of buying land and building tenements for it soperatives, theconpany |oaned capital
to land owners i nt heneighborhood and took |eases on houses erected by them e
hundred forty-foxir (144) tenements were |leased under these terms. The Stafford Mills
closed i n1929, Mill #1 i spresently used as a furniture showoom and #2 houses

light industry andi s partly vacant.
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into theyard arethe 1872picker andboiler houses and 1888 pi cker house, also of
irregular granite ashlar. | n1890 an engine house was added toMill #1landi n 1890
a large 2-story granite weave shed was attached at therear. The last building

to be erected—the first with anyarchitectural pretension—was theoffice, which
was placed i nthefront center of themill yard andprovides a visual focus. The
2-story hip-roofed structure i nbrick with brownstone trim features a typically

Ri chardsonian Syrian arched entrance, above which i sa brownstone panel engraved
STAHFGRD M LLS. The contractor for theoffice was Beattie & Cornell. The wi ndows, *
which arerectangular at Level 1 andarched at Level 2, have been blocked in bel ow
the transoms. Mich of theoriginal sash throughout t he conplex has also been renoved
and part of theendwall of Mill #1 has been painted.

%e Stafford Mfls conplexnee# crlteila A andC of the Nati onal Register
because of thedistinctive andnonunmental designsof itsnills andoffice buildings
and foritsroleinFall River'sexplosion of inudstrial devel opment during the

1870s. y.
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