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The Universal1st Unitarian Church, of 1832 in Waterville is a fine example of a 
late Federal style meetinghouse with: early elements of the Gothic Revival. This frame 
building is rectangular in ]>lan with clapboard siding,, granite foundation, and gable 
roof covered with: asphalt shingles.

The facade of the church faces south and features a three~bay-wide central pro­ 
jection with, central entrance. This entrance contains double pannelled doors (six 
panels per doorl within a simple frame with entablatured lintel. Above the entrance 
is a rectangular stained'-glass window. To either side of the entrance, rising to 
a height of two stories, is a tall rectangular stained-glass window, divided hori­ 
zontally about two-^thirds the way above the sill. A triangular pediment capping the 
facade projection contains a central stained-glass window of Gothic form.

On the main body of the church's facade (to either side of the projection) is a 
single two^story bay with, rectangular stained—glass windows; the first-story windows 
are capped by louvered arches in the Gothic manner.

A central facade tower is present, flush with the projection. This is square in 
plan with, a large black clock face carrying Roman numerals on each of its four sides 
below the belfry. The octagonal belfry is surrounded by a delicate wooden balustrade 
and features eight open Gothic arches. The roof of the balfry consists of an octa­ 
gonal dome surmounted by a simple cross.

The side walls of the sanctuary, which face east and west, are five bays wide, 
featuring tall rectangular stained-glass windows capped by louvered arches of Gothic 
form.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Universalism was Brought to ^Maine By^ a travelling preacher from New 
shire, Thomas Barnes, who visited Waterville In 1802. Here the denomination flour­ 
ished and in 1826 a congregation was organized in the town meetinghouse with Reverend 
Sylvanus CoBB as its pastor, Five years later a committee of six, headed By devout 
Waterville Universalist Jediah Morrill, was given the task of arranging for the Buil~ 
ding of a church. Simeon Matthews donated part of the lot for the new meetinghouse 
and $4200 was appropriated for the building. A Bell was purchased for the tower in 
1832 and a clock was donated By Morrill. The new Universalist Church was dedicated 
on January 1, 1833.

Later, in 1833, the town voted to hire a suitaBle person to ring the Bell of the 
church three times a day for a year, at a cost not to exceed $30. Another arrange­ 
ment with the town was made whereby the town agreed to care for the land in front of 
the church in return for use of this land as a park.

In 1894, the church suffered $1500 wotth of damage from fire. At this time Mr. 
George H. Ware volunteered to Build a cellar on the same lot, and move the church 
onto it at his own expense. This proposition was accepted, along with one made at 
the same time to turn the Building to face south. A new Bell was purchased for $150 
and the exchange of the old, cracked Bell.

The Universalist church was active in education, overseeing Waterville LiBeral 
Institute. The formation of a separate Unitarian society hurt the attendance of the 
Universalist church, But the combined Universailst-Unitarian Church of today contin­ 
ues to function. This well proportioned Federal-Gothic Revival transitional structure 
is an important landmark at the southern entrance to the Business center of Waterville,
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