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There is not any other building in the entire Downtown Multiple Resources Area
which matches the significance of 611-13 Main Street. Erected in about 1865, the
small, brick structure is the oldest commercial building remaining in the MRA and
the only one left from the immediate post-bellum period.

Evansville profited from the Civil War. Like other border cities (North and South
alike), Evansville was free of the physical ruin and devastation of commercial cities
in the Deep South. Not only was its trade with its traditional southern markets not
interrupted during and after the war, it actually increased. While its sons marched
off, its merchants and manufacturers were realizing practically windfall profits.

Precious few of the buildings which housed those war time and Reconstruction era
commission merchants or manufacturers remain today. In fact, because of the extensive
rebuilding at the turn of the century and afterwards, only a mere handful of pre-1865
buildings of amy sort exist in the MRA.

"The building at 611-13 Main Street represents more, however, than just the history of
commerce in post-Civil War Evansville. The physical characteristics of the building
are not seen anywhere else. Its gable roof and free-standing side walls, for example,
are solitary reminders of early construction methods supplanted by later, more urban
party walls and flat roofs.
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