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1. Name of Property
higoricname Nathan C. Aldrich House & Resthaven Chapd
otiner names/site number

2. Location

dregt & numba 111 Providence Street Q na for publication
dtyortomn  Mendon |~ vidnity
dae Massachusdtts code MA oouty Worceder code 027 Zpoode 01756

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | certify that this [ T] nomination
I Irequest for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register
of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property

X meets does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant
I nationally [x] statewide [T] locally. See continuation sheet for additional comments.
Signature of certifying official/Title Brona Simon Deputy SHPO, MHC Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property Q meets does not meet the National Register criteria. | | See continuation sheet for
additional comments.

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National/f'ark Service Certification"

| hereby ceAify that this property is: AMnature ofthe”eper 1 I Date of Action
n/ebhdered in the National Register. Y J./ BVAN S 1/ A At <7 npn
I | See continuation sheet. L ANy XA / N NAAAN (XN n N TAY B>

I ldetermined eligible for the
National Register.
I | See continuation sheet.

I ldetermined not eligible for the
National Register.

I Iremoved from the National
Register.
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Nathan C. Aldrich House & Resthaven Chapd Worcester County, Mass.
Name of Property County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)
(Check only one box)
[x] private Contributing Noncontributing
[x] building(s)
I | public-local 4 0 buildings
I I district
| | public-State 0 0 sites
Q site
[ | public-Federal 2 1 structures
I | structure
. 0 0 objects
| | object
6 1 Total
Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) listed in the National Register
N/A none
6. Function or Use
Historic Functions Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
DOMESTIC, single dwelling DOMESTIC, sngle dwelling

DOMESTIC, camp
EDUCATION, schoal
EDUCATION, education-related
RELIGION, religiousfacility

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials

(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)

MID-19™ CENTURY, Greek Revival foundsion  STONE, granite
LATE 19" & 20™ CENTURY REVIVALS, wdls  STONE, granite
Late Gothic Revivd WOOD, wegtherboard
roof ASPHALT
other BRICK
WOOQOD, shingle

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. Narrative Description

LOCATION & SETTING

The Nathan Aldrich House and Reshaven Chapd are located a 111 Providence Street about 1 Vi miles
south of Mendon Center in the town of Mendon, Worcester County, Massachusetts  Mendon isStuated
in the southeest comer of Worcester County, abutting the townsof Hopedde and Bellingham in Norfolk
County on the eet, Blackstone and Millville on the south, which are agang the Stiate of Rhode Idand,
and Uxbridge, Northbridge and Upton on the west and north. (All thesetownswere divided from the
early Colonial-period Town of Mendon, established in 1670.) Providence Street becomes Blackstone
Stret once it entersthe town of that name, and terminates a the industria village dso named
Blackstone. Thisroute linked Mendon Center with the industrid centersin the Blackstone River Valley
in both Massachusetts and Rhode Idand. It dso was arouteby which Quakers in Mendon, such as
Nathan Aldrich and his forebears, traveled to other medtingsin the orbit of the Smithfield, Rhode Idand,
Quarterly Meeting of the Society of Friends.

Providence Road paraleled the west dde of the Mill River, which was improved for small rura mills
aong itsroute to meat the Blackstone River in Woonsocket, Rhode Idand. Hills of 100 to 150 feet of
eevation on ether dde draininto the Mill River. Nathan Aldrich's farm included one of its principal
tributaries. Spring Brook, and his family had reputedly established asmall mill on thiswaterway esst of
theroad. Largefarms, such as the 130-acre parcd originally assodaed with the Nathan Aldrich House,
were goaoad dong the road. Mendon remained the agricultural center for the areg, even after the
southem part of the town sgparated in 1845 and organized as the Town of Blackstone. Thelossof its
piece of the Blackstone River Valley industry severdy diminished Mendon's prosperity and it was dow
to devedop or change afterwards. When Catherine Regina Segbury purchased the property in 1892, the
farm and itsmral environment was intact, dthough the loca agricultural economy had been in a
depres=d datefor many years. It would not be until after Seabury’'s desth in 1929 theat the town begen
experiencing suburban development pressure. Josgph | Ashkins, aMilford physician, subdivided the
property in 1974, leaving the Nathan Aldrich House and Resthaven Chapd on itspresant 4.90-acre
parcel.

(continued)
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The nominated parcd currently enjoys amral suburban setting. The houseis prominently sted on a
knoll and s&t back from the west dde of Providence Strest. (PHOTO 1) The Spring Brook, which hes
cut adegp gorge through the north sde of the lot, provides anatura, wooded buffer from housng
subdivisons on the north and west. Nelghboring houses are visible on the south dde of the property,
where Ashkins platted a subdivison in 1974, and on the eest 9de of Providence Road. Increesd
development aong this route hes resulted in the road becoming more of a highway. The road frontage of
the nominated property is distinguished by asonewall constmcted of large granite rocks, massve,
uare gatepodts demarcate the entrance.  Large rock outcroppings are congpicuous north of the house

A small, gone chapd is Sted a the rear of the yard a the edge of the plateau carved out by the Spring
Brook. It was built in two phasesduring the period Catherine Regina Seabury operated aretrest for
Boston working girls and later afemae academy. A sorage shed from that period is dso extant dong
the south Sde a the rear of the property. Bams and other agricultural outbuildings assocated with the
farm no longer exist. The bam's location is evident south of the house where parts of the done
foundation remainin place. The house, chapd, dhed, and apump house on the brook's bank wes of the
chapd are contributing buildings; the gonewall dong the dreet and the sone bam foundation are
contributing smctures (6 contributing features). An in-ground swimming pool in the lawn north of the
house isthe only non-historic feature on the property (1 non-contributing stmcture). A spadouslawn
with mature trees and plantings provides an adequiate setting for the gppreciation of the desgn of the
house and chapd, and the property's historica significance in the surrounding landscepe.

NATHAN ALCR CH HOEE - EXTER (R

The exact dateis unknown, but design feetures in the Nathan Aldrich House suggest that it was designed
in the Greek Reviva period, or ca 1830. The original house comprised three telescoping sections with a
large, two-gtory, gable-roof granite dwelling anchoring the eest end; atwo-story, gable-roof wood-frame
kitchen ell atached to west end of the done smcture; and a 1 '"*-gtory, gable-roof, wood-frame carriage
dhed terminating the west end of the complex. (PHOTO 2) The form, configuration and materids of
this houseremain intact with the exception of the carriage shed having been endosed and devated to
two gtories and dormers added to roofs. A non-historic one-gtory, gable-roof, wood-frame two-stall
garage hes been atached to the west end of the former carriage shed by ashort breezeway.

Main House
The gone section of the houseis congmcted of locally-quarried sone faced with dressed granite blocks,

(continued)
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or ashlar. It iscgoped by alow-pitched gable roof with box gutters that overhang the north and south
ddes A narrow wood comice digtinguishes the roof edge, which returns a short digance onthe ends
whereit megsasmilar treatment of the raking roof edge. The box gutter has been roofed over and
samless metd gutters and downspouts have been ingtaled on the building. The gonewall extends up
into the gable goece on the east end facing the road, while the west geble is framed with wood shingles.
(PHOTOS 1 & 4) Theroof surface is covered with black asphdt shingles. Two tall brick chimneys are
located a each end, and afifth chimney was added later near the center of the house

Thefive-bayprincipa fafade is oriented towards the south. A central entrance framedby Sde lights
and atransom, isrecessed in awide opening panned by alarge donelintel. The door isoriginal.
(PHOTO 3) A granitedab formsalanding in front of the door, and the present done gegpsand platform
ae replacements of what was probably asmilar smcture consgmcted of wood. There does not gopear
to have been any kind of roof or canopy over the entrance. There are two windows on eech Sde of the
entrance, and five on the second story speced directly above the lower openings. (PHOTO 2) All the
windows have large ashlar lintels and protmding granite sills. Six-over-sx sash are st within thick
wood frames. The center window on the sscond gory is not distinguishable from the others; that is, it is
not daborated to enhancethe entrance bay. There are holes on ether sde of the windows thet were
drilled for shutter dogs  The faBade is symmetrica dthough the center three bays have awider gpacing
than the outer two bays. Three gable roof dormers were added to the roof when bedrooms were
patitioned in the atticin ca 1912. They are not digned with the windows inthe lower wall and disturb
the otherwise strict regularity of the house The east-facing gable end is oriented to the road ad
contains two gories of four evenly-spaced windows, as well as apair in the attic. (PHOTO 1) The six-
over-x sassh are in wood frames and have sone openings that are the same as those on the front (south)
dde. Holesfor shutter dogs are present near al thewindows. Thisorderly faBade, with its precise done
masonry, numerous windows, thin, raking comice and prominent pair of chimneys, combines with the
front to present alarge and imposing object to the public view.

Therear (north) fafade of the houseisnot visible from the sreat and lacks the organization of the
principal 9des (PHOTO 4) A centrd door isflankedby two window bays on both sories that are
vertically digned but not evenly goaced horizontally. Their placement respondsto interior goeces rather
than exterior balance. The windows and their openings are constmcted in the same manner as those on
the other 9desof the house. Holesfor shutter dogs are present as well as holes where awood porch
covering the rear door and passage window wes atached to the sonewall. There are three ca 1912
dormersin theroof on thissde, as well as aseamless metd gutter with downgpouts a the roofs edge

(continued)
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The gone portionsof the west wall retum to terminate a the wood-frame walls of the kitchen ell. The
kitchen wing is about half the width of the gonehouse, and it is centrally placed on the west wall
exposing roughly six feet of donewall on ether Sde. There are no openings in thesewalls except for a
basement entry on the south side. The granite Sgps and wing walls of this entry are concedled under a
hatch in the porch spanning the front (south) faBade of the kitchen ell. (PHOTO 2) Thisisanorigind
feature. Unlike the eedt, dreat faBade, the wall within the gable end of the west faBade is congtmcted
with awoodframeand covered with wood shingles. The shingles gopear to be a 20* -century materid,;
thiswall was likely covered with wood dgpboards originally. Like the opposng facade, the west gable
end contains two windows. (PHOTO 4)

Kitchen Ell

Thekitchen el representswhat is now the eestem half of the woodf rameextenson on the west Sde of
the gonehouse. It was asmall, squarish, two-story gable roof gppendagewith achimney a itswestem
end. (PHOTOS 2 & 4) The fenestration on both the north and south Sdes of the ell gopear to be
original; that is, three bays with acentra doorway on the ground floor and two window bays on the
sscond floor. A second-gtory window on the south sde was dtered into adoor in ca 1912; there was
likely adeck and railing above the porch roof a thistime that hes snce been removed. The wood
shingle sding is a 20" century materid that likely replaced wood dgpboards as was done in the west
gable end of the main house. The dimengons of the porch seam to be gppropriate to the constmction of
the house, and it ispossible that there was asimilar porch on the north 9de as well. A gonetarrace of
gregter areawas congmcted in thislocation in the 1940s. Thelow-pitch gable roof hes narrower eaves
than the sone portion of the house, and decorationisminimal. A low shed dormer was added to the roof
on the south sde, dthough it illuminates an uninhabited areaof the attic.

A section of nearly identical Sze islocated west of the old kitchen. (PHOTOS2 & 4) Originadly, this
was a 1 '/2-gory utility building that contained awagon house on the west end and awood shed and
kitchen workgpace between the wagon shed and the kitchen. Sometime in the early 20" century, the
building was raised to the sameleve as the kitchen and renovated for more contemporary uses It
contains two second-gory windows similar to the kitchen, but the ground story has been more recently
dtered with the addition of athree-sded bay window on the north sde and replacement windows and
entry on the north 9de. A two-stall garage was added around 1943.

(continued)
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NATHAN ALDRICH HOUSE - INTERIOR

Theinterior of the housewas organized around awide centrd paessagewith pairs of rooms of relatively
equa dze onether 9de. Later changesto the room plan have obscured the original relaionships, but it
gopeas that thetwo rooms on the eedt Sde of the passege functioned as parlors, perhagps connected by a
wide doorway. The front (south) parlor would have had four windows and aocoess to the front of the
passage the rear parlor would have had three windows and been secondary.  Both rooms would have
been heated by Soves venting to chimneys between the windows congmcted within the eest exterior
donewall. (PHOTO5) The front room onthewes sde of the housewas likely the dining room, and it
connected to the kitchen el viaapantry where there once were gairs to the kitchen garret. It, too, may
have been heated by a stove, dthough there is evidence of a smal hearth a the extreme south end of  the
west wall where the sone exterior mede ashort retum. Therear room on the west Sde of the pessage
a0 hes asmadlfireplacewith atrabeated Grecian mantd. (PHOTO 6) Thisroom probably funcfioned
as abed chamber. Thefront of the passageis essentidly intact with the entrance architrave and gar
with itstumed mahogany newd pogt still in place. (PHOTO 7) Most of the original interior door and
window trim isintact on the west Sde of the passage with flat edge boards and plain comer blocks. The
pessege and eedt room display wide, multi-stage moldings with rounded dements uncharacteristic of
conventiona angular Grecian surrounds, which suggeststhey were added later in the 1890s. Window
saeh and many of the doors dso gopear to have been replaced a thistime.

Originally, the sscond story rooms would have been in the same plan as those on the ground leve,
dthough they were a0 later reconfigured. Basement and attic goeces were uninhabited and
unpartitioned when the housewas built. Thekitchen was located in the first Sageof the wood frame ell
on thewest end of the house, and it had acookingfireplaceon itswest end that was later modified when
the goece was converted into adining room. Windows and doors on the north and south Sdeshave
smple board surrounds reflecting the modest decoration of the former work gpace The present kitchen
and laundry section of the ell west of the kitchen are located in what were likely awood shed and wagon
housein the beginning. A half-story above the kitchen would have contained one or more bed chambers
for servants. The shed section was only one-gtory tall.

In thisway, theinterior planof the Nathan Aldrich House was concelved inausud manner of a
traditional farmhouse of the mral dlite. It was asubstantia sone housewith adouble parlor and dining
room that indicates asocia standing that included entertaining and agented lifestyle. The building was
progressve in itsuse of sove heating and stylish woodwork.

(continued)
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Alterations, 1892-ca. 1912

Catherine Regina Seabury purchased the house and property in 1892 and used it as acountry retreet for
her family and working women from Boston. |1t ssams that shortly after acquiring it, the wagon
housa’wood shed was devated to two gories converted into aground-floor kitchen with abed chamber
above. Theroom that formerlyfiinctionedas the kitchen was converted into adining room, and the
cookingfireplacewas made smdler and omamented with a mantel piece designed in a Craftaman style.
(PHOTO 8) Windows saeh and trim were updated through most of the house,

When Seebury opened afemae boarding school in the housein 1912 in the housethe attic was
partitioned into eight small bed chambers and one bathroom arranged on either Sde of a narrow corridor
that mns aong theridgeof the main portion of the house.  Existing windows on the eest and west walls
of the housewere utilized and six dormers - three on eech dde of the roof - were added. The rooms are
plastered and wallpapered. The presence of the bathroom indicates that plumbing was introduced into
the house a thistime. New dairs were constmcted to the attic from the second-gory dair hall. A
doorway connects the attic of the main housewith alow attic above the kitchen ell. Thisgoece is
unfinished, but alow shed dormer was gpparently added during Seabury's ownership to light the goece
and ornament the exterior.

Other changes may have included removing the partition between the rooms on the eest Sde of the main
floor of the house. The large open goace and the mn of four windows on the eedt exterior wall givethe
uggestion of adassroom space The presant bathroom on the sscond story a the heed of the Sarsmay
have d<0 been created during Seabury's tenure in the house. However, if she had directed these and
other dterations to the interior of the house, they have been obliterated by the changes made by the next
owner.

Alterations, after 1943

Jogph 1. Ashkins, aphysician from nearby Milford, purchased the property from Catherine Regina
Seabury's heirin 1943. He proceeded to renovate the interior of the houseto modernize its sarvices ad
bring it up to datewith contemporary country houseinterior desgn. Wenddll T. Phillips, a prominent
Milford architect, developed plans for the renovation. They document that the interior of the house is
essentidly intact to this period. (Copies of thesedrawings are included in the supporting
documentation.)

(continued)
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Themain floor may have dready been dtered by the remova of the supposed partition wall between the
parlors on the eedt 9de of the passage to creste dassroom oecein ca 1912, yet Phillips's plansindicate
that the present living room, with the addition of awood-bumingfireplacebuilt out in the center of the
west wall of the 15 x 30" goace were part of Ashkinssrenovation work. (PHOTO 9) The architect
designed aFederd-style wood mantel to surround the firebox. Historic wall, ceiling, and floor materids
were presarved, including woodwork, with the exception of the addition of glazed French doorsin the
connection to therear hall. All evidence of the original sove heating system has been removed. A large
13 X 17 library wes cregted in the front on the west Sde of the passage, taking part of the reer room, the
remains of which were dtered into arear hall connecting to the kitchen ell and alavatory. In thelibrary,
bookshelves were consmcted on the eest and west walls; the former pantry connector to the kitchen was
endosed as alarge dosat on the west 9de of the room. The plans show that the architect intended that
the doorway from the front of the passage be dosed of f and that aoccess to the room be limited to awide
doorway from the hall behind it. However, this change was not implemented and the historic doorway
remans in place. A small sove hearth islocated a the south end of thewest wall in the library, in the
ghort retum of the stone exterior wall onthat 9de of thehouse. Thisfeatureis not shown on the
architect's renovation plans. A bookcase isddineated in itsplace. The fireplace on the north 9de of the
housewas retained inasmall dcove created as abuffer for the entrance to the lavatory. A partition
dividing the center passage was removed to cregte an open hallway acrossthe entire breadth of the house
and provided aconnection with the crosspassage connecting to the dining room.

Theplan of second-gtory rooms essentially matched that on the first to the extent that alarge magter
chamber suite wes crested acrossthe entire eet end housewith two smdler bed chambers on the west
dde of theupdars hall. (FIG. 2) A full bathroom was consmcted on the north end of the hall, which
may have smply upgraded abathroom Seebury hed ingtaled earlier. 1t abutted amester bath in the
north end of the magter suite, which was augmented by clothes closets. The chambers on the west Sde
of the hall were of nearly equa sze and divided by anarrow halway connecting with the upper level of
the woodframeell. Historic woodwork was preserved on existing walls and replicated in new door
openings. No dterations were made to the attic rooms and basad on their gopearance; they were not
inhabited by the Ashkins or by subssquent owners

The Seabury dining room in the wood frame kitchen ell was preserved but painted white to give the

room aColonia Revival gopearance. Two arched doorways, one leading to the rear hall and one

framing arecessad cupboard with glazed doors adjacent to the fireplace contribute to the theme.
(continued)
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(PHOTO 8) The cupboard isnot depicted on the architect's plans, however. The new kitchen goece
crested by Seebury was updated in the 1943 renovation, but it has been further changed by subssquent
owners. Theca 1943 plans include the addition of the two-car garage presently gppended to the west
end of the building. In the second story, aguest chamber was created above the dining room with the
hall tuming from itsexit from the main houseto follow aong the north exterior wall. A maid's quarters
with afull bath room was positioned over the kitchen. From there, stairs descended to work goeces in
the west end of the ell. The household linen dlosat was located in the maid's quarters a the heed of the
service gairs and conveniently above the laundry.

A donetearace outsde of the north sde of the dining room was marked as existing onthe ca 1943 plans
uggesting that this feature, which continues to exist, was added by Seabury when the old kitchen was
converted into adining room. It gopears that aporch gpanning the door and window in the rear hal of
the main housewas d 0 present when the plans were drawn. Thisfeature has been removed completely.

Alterations, 1974 and after

There have been five sgparate owners snce the Ashkins subdivided the farm and sold the house and 4.90
aoresin 1974. Therenovations mede by the Ashkinswere significant and durable enough that few
changes have been made in the ensuing 30 yeers Room ingtalations and finishes desgned in ca 1943
have been remarkably preserved, including bathroom fixtures. One modification that can be noted is
that the kitchen wasrefitted, mogt lately in 1996, and bay window added to cregte an eating nook on the
north 9de of theroom. A partition that endosed asarvice hall a the west end of the kitchen was
removed, opening the gairs to the enlarged kitchen goace The existing windows and door on the south
dde of the kitchen vary from those indicated on Wenddl T. Phillips' plans, which show a paired
window unit over the kitchen sink and adoor entering avestibule. There is now a snglewindow over
the sink and another window paired with the entrance where aclosat has been removed to dlow for an
interior connection to the garage.

Ore other conspicuous dteration can be identified. There is aglazed door located on the sscond story of
the south faBade of the woodframeell above the roof of the porch located there. 1t doesnot gopear on
the architect's plan, and without adeck for exterior aocessitisdifficult to explain thisdteration. It may
remain from the Seebury era and was not indicated, or changed as planned, in the drawings. It may bean
dteration by a subssquent owner that was completed as intended.

(continued)
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RESTHAVEN CHAPEL

The chapd was built in two sections, arectangular one-gory, gable-roof section gpproximetely 16 feet
long and 12 feet wide buih in 1899, and an extension to the chapd adong with asquare, pyramidal-roof
tower section gpproximately 12 feet on asde that was added in ca 1912, (PHOTOS 10, 11 & 13) hi
both cases, the exterior walls were congmcted of Szegble sonescollected from old farm walls onthe
property. Thefirst section is composad of rounded granite ones with larger dressed dones a the
comers, the addition is compaosed of roughly dressed granite dones. There is abasament under thefirst
phese of the building. The original building contained two square windows on its Sde eevations, eech
with diamond lights in wooden frames. These windows are located on the westem end of the existing
building (PHOTOS 10& 11) A hatchway endosesthe basement entrance on the northwesterly Sde
of this section. Theroof overhangs the sde and end wallswith the rafter ends exposed on the exterior.
Originally covered with wood shingles, the roofing materia isnow asphdt shingles. The addition was
designed to enlarge the chapd interior afew feet and add asquat tower form with pargpet wallsand
comer piers. (PHOTOS 11 & 13) Thepier in the westerly comer coincides with abrick chimney that
vented afumace located i n the basement of the chapd. Pairs of diamond-hght windows in wooden
frames are centraly placed onthe Sde dlevations. A doorway is centered in the faBade onthe
northeasterly end of thetower. Itisflankedby smdl windows. The openings have large done heedars
with the door heeder pointed and the window heeders flat. The faBade is distinguished by acmde bell
cote in the pargpet that contains asmall bell. The door is constmcted with vertical boards and is
embdlished with decorative straps meant to gopear as old-fashioned hinges. Theroof of this sectionis
a0 covered with agphdt shingles that replaced an original wood shingles. A crossis atached to the
goex of the pyramidal roof

Theinterior of the chapd isdivided into two goaces consgent with the phasing of the constmction.
Thereisno dividing wall between them. (PHOTO 12) Theinteriors of the Sonewalls have bean
whitewashed. In both sections, the rafters and roof deck are exposed on the interior and finished asa
ceiling. Narrow, tongue-and-groove boards createthe floor. Thewood ceiling and windows are sained
dark in contragt to the light walls; the floor has been painted. The chimney isvisible on the
northwesterly sde of the interior where the chapd and the tower sections arejoined. Brass sconces ad
hymn boards are mounted between the windows on the sde walls of the origina section. The sconces
were mede to hold candles as there isno dectrica service in the building. Many of the origind
fumishings survivein the chapd including an dtar table lectem and kneders that were ingtalled in 1899
and benchesthat were purchased for the addition.

(continued)
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The chapd is a significant component of the property and its association with Catherine Regina Segbury
and her rdigious and socid work.

SHED

The shed is asmall, wood-frame, gableroof shed with wood shingle siding and agphah roofing located
in the southwest comer of the property. (PHOTO 14) It gopearsto reman from the Seebury era when it
functioned as agarage. There are two vehicle gdlstha were entered from doors on the north Sde. The
congmction date of the ghed iswithin the period of significance, and it is a contributing building.

PUMP HOUSE

The pump houseis asmall, sone- and wood-frame building embedded a the edge of the ravine of the
Spring Brook, which forms the west and north bounds of the nominated property. (PHOTO 15 Wood
shingles cover the exposad section of wood framewalls and roof. A brick chimney protrudes ebove the
south end of the roof and presumably vented apump enginewithin. This buildingisno longer ussd and
isinagaeof decay; however, it still contributes to the significance of the property as a component of
the Seebury era

STONE WALL

The gonewall that distinguishesthe property line whereit medats Providence Streat is adistinctive
component of the property. (PHOTO 1) Erected during the period the Aldrich family established the
farm and constmcted the housg, it is a contributing stmcture.

SWIMMING POOL
An in-ground swimming pool was congmcted & the edgeof the yard on the north Sde of the house in
the 1980s. Itis anoncontributing stmcture.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American Stes are known on the Aldrich House property, Stesmay be present.
Four gtesae located inthe generd areg; all on terracesbordering the Mill River or its tributary streeams
Environmenta characteristics of the property represent locationa criteria (dope, soil drainage, proximity
to wetlands) that are favorable for the presence of ancient Stes. The nominated property containsseverd

(continued)
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well-drained knolls and terraced landforms located within 1,000 feet of wetlands. Spring Brook drains
northeaegterly through the property to its confluence with Muddy Brook and the Mill River. The arealies
within the Blackstone River drainage. A large rock outcropping reported north of the housemay d<so
indicate the presence of awindbresk type ste. Given the above information and the Sze of the parce
(4.90 acres), ahigh potentia exists for locating ancent Native American resources on the nominated
property.

A high potential a0 exigts for locating historic archaeologica resources on the Aldrich Houseand
Resthaven Chepd property. Stmctural evidence may survive from bams and outbuildings assodated
with domegtic and agricultura use of the farm. Archaeologica survey may identify evidence of
quarrying activities present on the farm. A club house, built for the Seebury School, is dso reported on
the property. None of thesebuildings exist today. A sone bam foundationis visible south of the house.
Stmcturd evidence and archaeologicd features may dso exist from the original constmction and later
renovations to the house and chapd. Occupationd rdated features (trash pits, privies, wells) should dso

exist on the property associated with domestic use of the farmhouse, the Seabury femae boarding schoal
and agricultura use of the property.

(end)
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8 Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for tlie criteria qualifying the
property for National Register listing.)

[x] A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

[x] B Property is associated with the lives of persons

significant in our past.

fx] C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics

of a type, period or method of construction or

represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteriaconsiderations

(mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) ' ,

Property is:
I 1A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

removed from its original location.

I 1 C a birthplace or grave.
I ID a cemetery.

I 1 E areconstructed building, object or structure.
I | F acommemorative property.

I 1G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

Worcegter County, Mass

County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE
SOCIAL HISTORY

Period of Significance
ca 1830- 19%

Significant Dates
ca 1830 agpprox. construction date
1899-1900 Resthaven Chapd built
ca 1912 Parker addition
1943 Seabury familv sells
Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Catherine Regina Segbury

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Guidon Sdtongtdl Parker
Wendéll Phillips

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography

(cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

I | preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested
previously listed in the National Register

B previously determined eligible by the National
Register
designated a National Historic Landmark
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
# N/A

I I recorded by Historic American Engineering

Record # N/A

Primary location of additional data
State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency
Federal agency

X Local government

University
Other

Name of repodtory:

Taft Memoria Library. Mendon. Mass.
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8. Narrative Statement of Significance

The Nathan Aldrich House is architecturally significant under Criterion C as adistinctive example of a
farmhouse built in the Gregk Revival-style in the Town of Mendon. Itisdso historically significant
under Criteria A and B for its association with significant eventsthat sheped the town and with
Catherine Regina Seabury, who used the property to the benefit of working girlsin Boston. Congtructed
ca 1830 with dressad granite masonry walls, the houseis notable among town's distinguished collection
of early 19" -century public and domedtic architecture. Retaining integrity of location, desgn, setting,
feding, materids, workmanship, and association, thisproperty is significant onthe loca and dae levels.

Nathan Aldrich was a Quaker, and the restrained desgn and omamentation of the house aptly reflects the
Friends principle of plainness, in spite of its large proportions and commodious interior goaces

Located outsde and south of Mendon Center, the property is aprominent indication of rurd
development in the town during its economic heyday as agricultural improvements and industrid
devdopment in the Blackstone Valley combined to cregste aremarkable, if short-lived, period of
architectura expresson. TheNathan Aldrich House is dso an important landmerk of the presence of the
Society of Friendsin the region and their contribution to the history of Mendon and the Blackstone
Valley. Alterations madeto the house and property in the late 19 and early 20" centuries during the
ownership of Catherine Regina Sedbury are significant reflectionsof the transition that occurred on
many old farms in Mendon, and dsawhere in the gate, as the agricultural economy declined and city
dwellers and industrial workers sought restorative retregtsin the country, often the result of well-
meaning philanthropists of privilege, hi Seabury's cass, it was especidly noteworthy as she established
a'res haven" for femaefactory workersin Boston who were otherwise unable to afford the luxury.
Daughter of an Episcopd rector of a Manhattan church and great-granddaughter of Samud  Segbury,
who was gppointed the first Bishop of the American Episcopa Churchin 1789, Catherine Regina
Sedbury cregted the Women's Mutual hnprovement Society in Eagt Cambridgein 1889. Following a
prolonged search for a suitable location for a summer retreet, she purchased Nathan Aldrich's Mendon
farmin 1892. Seabury and her family resded in the sone house, while a™club housg' (demaolished in
the 1960s) was congtructed for her philanthropic charges. A devout churchwoman, she directed the
congruction of the Resthaven Chapd in 1899-1900 using plans commissioned of her nephew, Gurdon
Sdtongdl Parker. The novice architect desgned an addition that was constructed around 1912, the year
Miss Segbury opened aschool for girlsin the sonehouse. The house was dtered to accommodate the
school with the addition of attic bed chambers and dormers for them. The school was not successtul,
dthough Catherine Regina Seabury endeavored to kegp her mission going until her death in 1929. Her
heir failed in making the property into achurch retreat and finally sold the Aldrich farmin 1943 to
Jogph|. Ashkins, alocal physician. Ashkinshired Milford architect Wendell T. Phillips to design the

(continued)
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renovation of the interior of the sone housein a20*-century country housetagte, hi 1974, the owner
recaived gpprova for a23-lot subdivision of the farm, which left the house on its present 4.9-acre parcdl.
None of Nathan Aldrich's farm buildings exist and few features remain from the Segbury ere; however
the house and chgpd survive as key architecturd dementsof eventsthat shaped the Town of Mendon's
history.

Historical Overview

Mendon was one of the first towns created in Worcester County. On October 16,1660, the Generd
Court granted the Town of Braintree the privilegeto esablish aplantation eight miles square, and
three yearslater, after thirteen proprietors from Braintree and ten from Weymouth, together with
their minister, were presented to the Court, a settlement was planted in an areaknown &s
Quinshepauge” The origina boundaries of the town included all or portions of the present towns of
Uxbridge, Northbridge, Upton, Milford, Bellingham, Blackstone and Millville. Becauseof this,
Mendon hes become known as the "Mother of Towns." Theetown's original center remainswithin
itsbounds. Its Stewas determined by the congtruction of the first meetinghouse therein 16609.

The proprietors distributed land in a manner congstent with the prevailing pattems in Massachusetts
The desd between the Nipmucks and Maoses Paine and Peter Brackett, who representing the
proprietors, was conveyed to the selectmen of Mendon for the use of the inhabitants on Decamber
12, 1670. Proprietors received grants of 150 acresfor each 100 Poundsof persond ettatevaue. In
the first division, eech grant was divided into athirty-acre houselot parcd, five acresof svamp, ten
aoesof meadow and 105 acresinthe "Great Lott" or common land.  About 34 famihes established
homesteeds goreed out dong afive-mile gretch of road extending from the Mill River northwest to
the Uptontown line, or what are presently Providence and Main Streets and North Avenue”

Mendon's first Quaker meeting was organized in 1729. The Society of Friends built a megtinghouse
onwhat is how George Street inthe vicinity of Quaker familieswho had sttled there. Itwasa
Preparative Meeting for the Monthly Meeting in Smithfield, Rhode Idand. In 1757 twenty-Sx
Quaker families were listed as living inMendon. The Friends Burying Ground on George Street
remansto mark the ste”

(continued)

' John G. Metcalf, "Mendon," in History of Worcester County, vol. II. (Boston: C.F. Jewett, 1879), 42.

AMetcalf (1879), 43.

A "Mendon Historic Resources Survey Narrative History," Massachusatts Historical Commission, 21.

" Peter Hackett, "An Historical Account of Mendon, Massachusetts™ Mendon. Massachusetts. 1667-1967. Mother of
Municipalities. (Mendon Historical Society, 1967), 44.
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Asses3ors were dected for the first timein 1694, and the first pound and socks were built for
restraining mile-breaking men or beeds, respectively. Theprincipal official town activity was fence
viewing, indicating that crop arees and the number of livestock were increasing. By 1703, there were
seventy names on the Mendon tax list.» No evidence of the homes and farm buildings of these
people have survived, athough the open landscape around the Muddy Brook north, eet, and south of
the center have been in agricultura usss snce that time. The sdectmen were active in other
municipal matters, and town reports inthis era record numerous civic improvements. The loca roed
sydem was expanding linking the multiplying number of farms to the center. Before the end of the
17" century, aradid network of highways extended from the center west to Uxbridge (Hastings
Street), eedt to Milford (George Street) and Bellingham (Thayer Road), and south to Blackstone
(Providence and Blackstone streets) and Millville (Millville Road).

The Massachusetts Generd Court directed the townsin 1764 take an exact censusof "dwelling
houses families and people, including as well as Indians civilized, Negroes and Mulattos.” At that
time 336 families comprised of 907 white maes, 922 whitefemaes, resded in 184 houses Ln
addition, there were five Negro or Mulatto mades and four Negro or Mulatto femades. No Indians
were counted, but atotal of five French Neutrds or Acadians were recorded” Asthe 18" century
came to adosg, the Town of Mendon was completdy settled in apattem of farmspreading inall
directions from the center. Population in the town, even with the lass of Milford, would have been
around 2,000 persons.

In 1800 a portion of the Ninth (Hartford-to-Boston) Turnpike was opened in Mendon following a
route along the present roads of Hartford Avenue West, Uxbridge Street, Maple Stireet, Main Streg,
George Street, Neck Hill Road, and Hartford Avenue East. By thistime, the north-south route
through the center (Providence and Main streets and North Avenue) had emerged as an important
regiona highway linking Providence and Worcester. The new road routing was part of a
transformation that conveyed Mendon Center from its 18"-century landscgpe of digpersed farms
loosdly arranged around the meetinghouse to amodem commercid village. Many rura townsin
Massachusetts were experiencing the same changes as local farm and commercia economies became
part of broader regiona networks. New state and local governments provided the framework for this
network and new trangportation routes, such as turnpikes and cands, improved interregiona trade
and communication. Mendon Center never developed into acentrd place initsregion like Uxbridge
or Milford did; however, it grew significantly in 9ze, dendty and commercid function. Theearly
decadesof the 19" century were the yearswhere Mendon reached its pesk population, its widest
rangeof activities, its grestest prosperity, and the fullest extent of architectural development.
Whatever Colonid-erabuildings were |eft a this point were replaced.

(continued)

'Metcalf (1879), 45.
A Hackett, 47.
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Clearly, the mogt significant architectural deveopment that occurred inthe town during the Federd
Period wes the constmction of the Second Unitarian Church in Mendon Center.  The church cost
$6460 to build, which was satisfied by the subscriptions of 43 members The monumenta
rectangular building with its Tuscan portico and three-stage tower topped by a Segplewas designed
by Worcester-based church architect Elias Carter. (The degplewas reproduced an 1936 after being
destroyed by alightning fire.) The white clgpboard church sgnded acertain prominence for the
town and positioned it with the other ambitious communities in the region that were emerging from
the mral quietude of the previous century. Thiswas especidly dramatic in Mendonwherea
primitive megtinghouse nearly acentury old was replaced with thisimpressve new landmark. The
Quaker Medtinghouse on George Street wies still active in this period and fiinctioned until 1841. It
was removed shortly after. Itisunlikely that this was the original building constmcted when the
Society of Friends organized the meeting in 1729. The Friends had experienced intemal divisonsas
well, with Hicksite and Orthodox Quekers separating in 1828.

The early introduction of water-powered machinery for the processng of wool and the weaving of
fabricin the Blackstone Valley put the Mendon villages of Blackstone and Millville on the map.
Esk Fitts opened one of New England's earliest woolen millsin Millville in 1814, opening a
thriving indugtrial erain the region. Textile manufacturing enterprisesmultiplied. Labor forces
grew rapidly and financial investment, banking and real esate speculation brought new persondities
and venture capita into the town. Well-established farms, somestill occupied by their founding
families, progoered as improved transportation, notably the Blackstone Cand (1828), opened up new
markets. A gradud shift was made from the traditional farming practices of the eighteenth century,
which heavily favored beef production, to dairy and orchard products. Growing industria village
populations relied on fresh milk, poultry and garden products, and cand mules and other work
animds required increasing amounts of hay.

Large, lavish houssswere built inthe center as well as on farmsdong the fertile intervae dong the
Mill River. Mendon Center's plan is asignificant representation of the New England village or town
canter as it deveoped inthe Federd Period” Aswas the case in hundreds of other New England
towns, the final transformation of Mendon Center into aNew England village did not fully occur
until 1820 when the forces of changing transportation routes, expanding economies, and town-
building fervor combined to relegate the colonia idea of thetown center to antiquity. Many
examples of this fashionable new architecture survivein Mendon in awide range of types including
elite mansons, laborers cottages, sores, offices, and churchesin the center and substantia
farmhouses and farm buildingsin mral sections dong North Avenue and Providence Road.
(continued)

'Hackett, 51.
A Joggph S Wood and Michadl Steinitz. The New England Village. (Batimore: Johns Hopkins UP, 1997), 88-134.
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In 1845 alarge, two-story public meeting hall was congmcted a the main intersection in Mendon
Center. Named Harrison Hall after the late presdent, William Henry Harrison, who hed died in
office in 1841, itsdesgn is credited to Dr. John G. Metcdf, avisonary loca leeder. Shortly after
the long, rectangular building with atwo-story Doric portico was built, the town voted to buy it ad
put it to the shared use of atown hall and school. This prominent public landmark illugtrates the
emeargenceof the Gregk Reviva sylein Mendon, yet it dso representsthe end of thetown's
prosperous and optimistic era

During the deliberations over moving the town hall, Mendon's sectmen were dso grappling with
the controversd issue of Blackstone's separation from the town. Having rgected requestsfor years,
Mendon's leedersfinally rdented, and the Town of Blackstone was created in 1845. Becauseof the
tremendous economic development in the industria villages dong the Blackstone River, the loss of
Blackstone had repercussons more serious than earlier separaions from mother Mendon. The
town's persond and red estate vauations plummeted. Blackstone comprised nearly 60% of the
town's red edatevadue and over 70% of its persond edate Posgtioned inthe center of three
prospering industrial towns: Uxbridge, Milford and Blackstone, Mendon was reduced to a secondary
datus among them where it remained until it became fashionable to live in the country many, many
yearslater.

Farming sustained amodest 1ocal economy, but little occurred that was reflected in the physical
devdopment of the community. There isasignificant ggp in the town's architectura catdog for the
lagt half of the 19" century, and it coincides with this period when Mendon reverted to being an
isolated mral frontier oncemore. During this same period, eestem Massachusetts transformed from
amra landscgpeto an urban-industrid one. Subgandard fertility of farmland combined with the
industrial revolution to create aplace where manufacturing mills were erected everywhere, evenon
even margina waterways. Factory jobs were plentiful for new immigrants and country refugees
dike. The farm economy was no longer the dominant factor in the livelihood of the Commonwedth
or the New England region. Industria villages and cities grew and prospered, even though thousands
of workerslived insquaor and hed littlejob security. 1n away, Mendon was saved from even
greater disgppointments experienced in Blackstone, Uxbridge and Milford, as factoriesran through
repesting boom and bust cydes that kept their communities in congtant turmoil. Wenddl Williams
sad of Mendon & the end of the 19" century, "I can't think of but one house erected in the village
during the twenty-five years of my resdencethere.Peopl e from other towns could hardly point to
housesin their communities that remained from that period.

As these neighboring towns evolved from small, traditional mral communities to industria villages,
(continued)

‘I bid.
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they transformed in ways that soon obliterated any connection to atangible pest and apastord
environment. Suddenly, Mendon became that unspoiled place where there was open soace,
picturesgque landscape, fresh air, cool temperatures, and aquiet exisgence. All the people who hed
rgjected the country for the promise of the city now regarded the country with nostalgia They began
retuming to Mendon as summer visitors, and the town developed renown as amral retreet. The
venarable farmsand their bucolic setting attracted summer boarders seeking respite from the
industriaized towns nearby.

Nathan C. Aldrich

Nathan C. Aldrich (1799-1866) was the fifth generation of hisfamily to resde in Mendon. The
progenitor of the clan was George Aldrich, one of the origina proprietors of the town. Arriving in
Massachusetts from Derbyshire, England, in 1631, George Aldrich was recorded as afreemanliving in
Dorchegter in 1636 where he isbelieved to have been atailor. He relocated to Braintree when granted
land there in 1640. Onre of twelve Braintree proprietors of the plantation a Quinshepauge, which was
later to be called Mendon, George Aldrich esablished ahomesead there by 1663, and his family was
among thoseretuming there after King Philip's War. Thisproperty was adjacent to the old burying
ground a the south end of Mendon Center. George Aldrich willed it to hisyoungest son, Jacob Aldrich,
and when Jecob died in 1695, hiswidow, Huldah Thayer Aldrich, sold the edateto their son, Jacob, for
183 Pounds. The homestead was purchased by Rev. Cdeb Alexander in 1786; more latdly it hesbeen
incorporated into land owned by the Gaskill family.*" The old house no longer exigts,

Jecob Aldrich's son Maoses (1690-1761) joined the Society of Friends when he was 21 yearsof age, ad
was afounding member of the Mendon mesting in 1729. Hewas renowned as apreacher and goant 20
years prosalytizing in other American colonies, traveling as far south as the Carolinas and Barbados
Moses d0 goent two yearsin the British Ides. Heretired to Mendon and is listed among the 26 Friends
resdingin thetown in 1757." Whenhe diedin 1761, he was survived by hiswife, Hannah White, and
twelve children. Hiswill indicates that he had amessad alarge amount of red edatein Mendon dong
the Muddy Brook. He conveyed his homesead on the west Sde of the Muddy Brook to his son Luke,
which included his dwelling house, bam, malt house and blacksmith shop, as well as ahdf-sharein a
grist mill and pond. Hisson Moses received land on the eest Sde of the Muddy Brook with adwelling
house and tan yard. Five of Moses Aldrich's seven sons were provided with generous giftsof land. The
will gated that asixth son, Thomas, had dreedy bean given hisfull shareby learning,” presumably
meaning funds his father had expended on his education. Robert Aldrich only received 15 Pounds from
his father's estate, which was to be paid to him by hisbrother Luke in compensation for land he was
otherwise bequesthed.  Why Robert was g0 congpicuoudy excluded from Mases Aldrich's will remans
amydery.

(continued)

Alvin James Aldrich, The George Aldrich Genedlogy. 1605-1971 (privately published, 1971).
" lbid.
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Robert Aldrich (1719-1794) was Nathan Comgock Aldrich's paterna grandfather. Bom in Mendon, he
married Patience Mann of Smithfield, Rhode Idand. They were members of the Society of Friends and
produced 11 children. They were living in Cumberland, Rhode |dand when their son Luke was bom in
1764. Luke Aldrich (1764-1814) married Sarah Comgtock in 1788. She was bom in West Wrentham,
Massechusetts. Her maternd grandfather, Seth Arnold, had built the first mill in Woonsocket, Rhode
Idand in 1710. All thesepeople and places were linked through the Society of Friends and the
Smithfield Quarterly Meeting. At some point, Luke Aldrich relocated his family to hispaternd town of
Mendon.

Luke Aldrich died in 1814 & age 50 with four of his seven children still minors. He had provided farms
for histhree ddest sons Luke, J., Anson, and Robert, who were only in their twenties. Hiswill dates
that he had dready conveyed afarmto his ddest son and namesske™”™ Luke, J. was 25 yearsof age ad
married. Hewas enumerated as aheed of household in the 1810 U.S. Censuswith awife,fivechildren
under the ege of ten, and af reewhitefemae over 45 yearsof age, possibly his mother-in-law. Anson
and Robert Aldrich were 23 and 20 yearsof age, respectively. Ther father willed them "my Quinset Hill
edate containing about 280 acres," which was southwest of hishomesead in the vicinity of Round
Meadow Brook.” In retum, the two brothers were instmcted to pay $1200 to their youngest brother
Chiron when he reeched adulthood. Nathan C. and Scammd| Aldrich were willed "the farm on which |
now live containing about 225 acres’ as long as they provided for their mother's "rights of dower and
power of thirds' for her lifetime and paid their Sgter, Sarah, and brother, Chiron, $200 upon her death.”®

The four youngest children likely continued to resde with their mother, Sarah Comsatock Aldrich, in the
homesead. Sarah, the only femaechild, was 18 yearsof age followed by Nathan Comstock (15),
Scammdl (13), and Chiron (9). They evidently were still in their mothers carewhen the 1820 U.S.
Censusenumerated two households heeded by Luke Aldrich, dthough the eder was deceased. By the
time the 1830 U.S. Census was published, Nathan C. Aldrich was the heed of his own household, which
contained three white maes and four white femades. He had married Dianna Comstock, daughter of
George and Margaret (Lane) Comstock of Smithfield, Rhode Idand and had settled on afarm south of
the homestead that he purchased from his brother Luke”® Scammel Aldrich remained on the homesteed
throughout his lifetime. Luke Aldrich, J. gopearsto have moved to aproperty on the Hartford-Boston
Turnpike neaxr the Uxbridge line. Censusentries in 1830 suggest that their mother waas resding with
Luke, J. a that time. According to the Aldrich genedogy, Sarah Comstock Aldrich died in 1838,
(continued)

Worcester County Deeds, book 193, page 445, 1 April 1814.

Will of Luke Aldrich. Metcalfs 1831 Map of Mendon identified a property with Anson Aldrich in this location.
" Will of LukeAldrich. The "rights of dower and power of thirds" refersto the item in the will where the deosesad granted
his wife, Sarah Comstock Aldrich, rights to one-third of his red estate and the priyilege to occupy one-third of their house
during her lifetime.

The George Aldrich Genedlogy, 1605-1971. Dianna Comgatock's grandfather, George Comstock (who resided in Mendon)
and Nathan C. Aldrich's grandfather, Nathan Comstock, were brothers.
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Nathan Comstock Aldrich (1799-1866) resded on the farm, "by estimation 130 acres more or less," he
hed purchased from his brother Luke Aldrich, J. on Febmary 14, 1821 for the price of $3,000.”* On the
same day, Nathan conveyed to Luke, . his one undivided half "of the farm whereon my late father Luke
Aldrich lived and died. It being dl the land and buildings devised to me [and brother Scammdl Aldrich]
by the last will and tetament of the said Luke Aldrich, deceased."" It was onthisfarm, aoout the time
of the birth of his only child, Elizabethin 1831, that he built alarge and distinctive resdence using
dressed granite donesfor its exterior walls.

Nathan C. Aldrich House

When completed ca. 1830, the massve gonehouse, ad its 130-acre farm, reflected wedth and satus of
the highest degreeinthe Town of Mendon. Perhgpstypica of Nathan C. Aldrich's associaion with the
Society of Friends, his persond history gopearsto have been quiet, modest, and unrecorded. The
dtuation is an degant example of the Quaker paradox where successful Friends smggled to reconcile
their materia successwith their principals of plain living. With no archiva record of how Nathan C.
Aldrich conducted his busness and community affairs, hishouseisthe only document of his mentaity
andlifestyle.

Sone farm housss are very rare in the region. The Aldrich houseis one of three such buildings that are
known to exigt within the present confines of the Town of Mendon. Itisby far the largest and mogt
Imposing of the three; the other two are smadler 1 /2-gory dwellings.”  Stone architecture was more
common in the mill villagesin the Blackstone Valley between Worcester and Providence. Early textile
mills were built of the gonein the late 18" and early 19" centuries, before brick became the preferred
material. There are d0 examples of multiple-unit mill worker housing and commercia buildings
congmcted of gone. The mason who built Nathan C. Aldrich's housewould have hed to be familiar
with gone architecture in the broader region. Many Friends were involved in manufacturing enterprises
in the Blackstone Valley. (TheBrown family in Providence, who financed much of the industrial and
transportation development aong the Blackstone, were Quakers. Nathan's mother's grandfather, Seth
Arnold, issad to have built the first mill in Woonsocket, R.I. in 1710.) Thetight-knit, self-supporting
Society of Friendswould have brought Nathan into contact with those knowledgegble with sone
constmction. Recognizing this, his mason was probably a Quaker.

(continued)

Worcester County Deads, book 223, pege 193.
" Worcester County Deeds, book 223, page 194. Will of Luke Aldrich, February 7, 1815, Worcester County Surrogates
Records, book 46, page 106.

Ore of these housssislocated on 12 George Street in the Mendon Center [See National Register Nomination Form for
Mendon Ceanter Higtoric District (2002), Photo 29); the other islocated on Inman Hill inarural section of the town.
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The granite utilized to constmct the house weas ubiquitousin the area, and the stone with which the
house was constmcted would have been quarried neer the house, inall probability on his 130-acre
property or the adjacent family homestead farm where Nathan's brother Scammdl lived. Stone masonry
flourished in the region following the constmction of the Blackstone Cand inthe 1820s which utilized
the materid in the constmction of locks and other engineered features. Similar methods were employed
to congmct basementsfor local wood frame houses. The large dressed dabsthat were used to face the
exterior of them can still be ssen onthe many 19™ century housesin thetown. Retaining walls,
wakways, soops, gate pogs and other yard whimsies fabricated from this granite distinguish 0 many
properties in the town as to suggest that there was an active stone-cutting craft in place during this
period. Why more of Mendon's elitefamiliesdid not constmct their houses entirely of done is
perplexing where its evidence is 20 prominent. How Nathan C. Aldrich came to decide to build his
house entirely of goneisaso unknown, yet itdid st him clearly gpart from his neighbors and pears

The materia wes the principal design feature of Nathan C. Aldrich's house, and typical of Quaker taste,
the craftamanship of the constmction is emphasized over the decoration. The precise ashlar masonry
facing presents atooled but rough surface on the exterior, and the composition isfreeof artful flourishes,
auch as quoins, arched openings, or decorative patteming. Door and window openings are Soanned by
heavy lintels and projecting sills. The front entrance isframedby Sde lights and atransom divided by
dender podsand rails, and the rooflineis distinguished with the smplest of wood comices. Theinterior
of the houseis equdly restrained with abroad centrd pessage extending pagt adar with tumed
baudrade and pairs of rooms on each sde. Stoveflueswere conceded within the thick gonewalls of
the housein another subtle expresson of dever craftamanship. In site of its degant proportions, a
wood frame service wing containing akitchen, wood shed, and wagon house was gppended to the west
end in the character of farm houses.

Nathan C. Aldrich's real estatewas vaued a $5,000 in the 1860 U.S. Census  Twenty-three, or eight
percent, of the 283 households enumerated in the Town of Mendon owned real estate assessed a $5,000
and above. Addaide Davenport, who occupied her deceesad husband Seth Davenport's farm a the
north end of North Avenuetopped the assessnent list with afarm vaued a $12,000. Nathan George,
afarmer, lawyer, and boot manufacturer whose distinctive property can still be ssen oppogte the town
burying ground & Main and George streetsin Mendon Center, was assessad with $10,000 of red etate
and aremarkable $20,000 of persond estate. The Aldrich property was one of eight vaued a the low
end of therange $5,000, which represented more than one-third of the elite assessments  The names of
proprietor familieswere congpicuous in the list, eg., Taft, Thayer, and Aldrich, as well as families that
came to the town later and achieved prominence, such as Davenport, George, Gaskill, and Wood. A

(continued)

See National Register Nomination Form for North Ayenue Rura Historic District, Mendon, Worcester County,
Massachusdtts (2002).



10240018
(880)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Shest Nathen C. Aldrich House & Resthaven Chape
Mendon, Worcester County, Massachusetts

Section number 8 Page 10

cursory review of the census entries reveded median farm vaues to be inthe $1,500 to $2,000 range.
The mgjority of families recorded inthe census were of the laboring dass employed on farmsand in
boot and broom shops. Many of them did not own red edtate; thosethat did had homes assessad inthe
$500 to $600 range. A typical example was Peter Moore, an Irish-bom boot bottomer. He owned a
dwelling valued a $600 where hiswife and eight children resded. Histwo ddest boys were dso
recorded as boot bottomers. Thus, Nathan C. Aldrich and his family lived inrelative comfort inahome
valued three or four times more than the average farmer in the town and as much as ten time more than a
common |aborer.

Later Familv History

Nathan's brother, Scammell, still resded nearby in the family homestead in 1860. Hisred edatewas
asses=d a $4,000. (Censusrecords indicate that Luke, Jr., who was 70 years of age in 1860, was
resding with hiswifeinasmall housein Woonsocket. None of the other brothers surfaced in adigital
seachof the 1889 U.S. Census”*°)  Another neighbor, the widow Ann Swan, owned red estate vadued
a $8,000 and had apersond estate amounting to $5,000. Part of her wealth was associated with the saw
and cotton batting mill her husband had established on the Muddy Brook.N' She isimportant to the story
of the sone house because her son, Willard Henry Swan, married Nathan C. and Diarma Aldrich's only
daughter, Elizabeth, in 1851. The marriage produced a son, William, in 1853 and sufficient unhappiness
to result in Elizabeth suing for divorcein 1866 on the grounds of desertion and non-support. Willard
Swan was living with his mother in 1860, and Elizabeth and their son remained in her parent's
household. Willard H. Swan remarried in 1868, while Elizabeth and her son had their names legdly
changed back to Aldrich in 1874. William Henry Swan became known as Theodore William Aldrich.™

Nathan Comstock Aldrich diedin 1866. In hisbrief will, he conveyed one-half of hisred and persond
edate to hiswidow and the other half to his daughter and grandson. Hisred estatewas vaued a& $8,400
and hisparsond edatea $1,458. A tax list published by the Town of Mendon onMay 1, 1868
included an entry for DiarmaC. Aldrich as executrix of will of Nathan C. Aldrich. It vaued the house &
$1,000 dong with abam a $600, acrib a& $25, 164 aoresof land & $5,100, two oxen a $225, two deas
a $100, three cows a $200, ahorse a $100, and a buggy and hamness at $50. The tax assessad was
$62.90, which was afigure a the highest end of the range, indicating that the property had maintained a
premium vaue. Aslate asthe 1895 tax list, the taxespaid to the town on the property remaned in the
top eight percent of assessments In that year the house was assessed a@ $1,500, avaue that was
exceaded by only three other properties, the highest being $ 1,900

(continued)

Searcheswere made using ProQuest.com.
N BearsAtlasof the Town of Mendon (1870).

U.S. Ceamausfor 1860; Worcester County Registry, Surrogates Court Records.

Worcester County Wills, Book 397, page 544, August 30, 1866. Also Worcester County Surrogates Court Records, Book
345, page 260, October 24, 1866.

Tax Ligsfor 1868 and 1895. Mendon Town Reports.
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On January 7, 1882 Dianna C. Aldrich and Theodore W. Aldrich conveyed their haresof the farm to
Elizabeth C. Aldrich, and $he became sole owner of the fam™ The desd dated that the property was
subject to three mortgages held by Samud Gaskill amounting to $2,400. (A fourth mortgege to Gaskill
for $119 hed been discharged in 1879.) There evidently werefinancial problems in the household.
Although aprecise date is not known, it gopearsthat Diannadied shortly thereefter. Elizabeth sold the
farm to Wdcome A. Thayer of Blackstone on October 6, 1883 for only $500. The degpressaed price
reflected that the property wes still subject to the three mortgages to Samud Gaskill as well as taxes for
1883’ TheThayers were another of Mendon's founding familieswho hed joined the Society of
Friends. Five months later Elizabeth married Stephen D. NicholsinMilford. Nicholsworked asa
laborer on the farm and had been recorded in the Aldrich household dnce the 1870 U.S. Census His
military penson pgpersindicate that he was widowed in 1879.

Thayer sold the farm to George Fox Allen, whose family had long lived nearby™ Since both Thayer and
Allen lived dsewhere, itispossble that Elizabeth Aldrich Nichols and what remained of her family
continued to live on the farm and that the owning parties were guided somewhat by charity. Thereis no
particular evidence that they were living anywhere dseduring thistime. However, when George Fox
Allen sold the property to Catherine Regina Seabury for asummer retreat in 1892, they would have hed
to vecate the propaty™ By 1900 Elizabeth Nichols was widowed and living with Daniel D. and Agnes
Smith on Woonsocket Hill Road in North Smithfield, Rhode | sland. A gnes Smith was Elizabeth's
adopted daughter who had been inthe Aldrich household ance e was a leest three yearsof age”™' Se
had married Daniel D. Smith in 1897. Elizabeth's son Theodore William Aldrich had relocated to
Grove County, Kanssswhere he married an lowa-bom woman in 1891  Elizabeth died a her
daughter's home in 1918.

Catherine Regina Sesburv and the Creadon of Resthaven

The nominated property had additiona significancefor its association with Catherine Regina Segbury
and her efforts to improve the spiritual and recreationa opportunitiesof working women. Her creation
of amral retreat for working women a Resthaven in 1891 was an early instance of this socid service.
Seabury formed the Women's Mutual Improvement Society in 1839 from her Sunday school a the
Church of the Ascension in East Cambridge, Massechusetts After atwo-year seerch of gppropriate

(continued)

" Worcester County Deads, Book 1108, page 458.

Worcester County Deeds, Book 1160, pege 110, October 6, 1883.

Worcester County Deads Book 1236, page 592, April 25, 1887. Metcalfs Map of Mendon (1831); Beerss Worcester
County Atlas (1870). George F. Allen's red estate was assessad & only $1,500 in the 1860 U.S. Cenaus

Worcester County Deads, Book 1389, page 147, uly, 3, 1892.

U.S. Cenaus North Smithfield RI (1900).

U.S. Cenaus Mendon MA (1880).
AN U.S. Cenaus Baker Township, KS (1900).
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vacation locations, she purchased Nathan C. Aldrich's 140-acre farm in Mendon. Theimposng sone
farmhouse was adgpted into a country home for Seebury and her sgter's family, while an old
schoolhouse on the property was renovated into the clubhouse for the working women.  One nephew,
Sanley B. Parker desgned the clubhouse renovations, while another, Gurdon Sdtongtal Parker,
designed the two stagesof achapd built behind the house. The first section of the chapd was builtin
1899-1900 with family members contributing funds and fumishings. Her brother-in-law, the Rev. Henry
Ainsworth Parker, conducted services a the chapd every Sunday during the summer. 1n 1912 Seabury
opened aprogressve college-preparatory school for girls a Resthaven. While the boarding school was
not groundbreaking in itsmission, it still represented an important moment in the movement to provide
academic education for women. The school operated for only afew brief yearsuntil it was dosed during
the First World War. Sedbury's reopened it after the war but wasfiaistratedby ill hedth and about of
blindness. The chapd played an important rolein the school's program. The Reshaven Club donated
$1000 to enlarge the building, which occurred ca 1912. Catherine Regina Seabury died in 1929, Her
nephew, Reginad S Parker, inherited the property and desded the clubhouse to the Rethaven
Association, which was created for its continued operation. An unsuccessful attempt was medeto rase
funds to support Resthaven as aretreat for clergy and church layworkers. Parker used the property and
the chapd for hisprivate use until he sold the property in 1943.

Organizations for working girls were uncommon in 1889 when Catherine Regina Sesbury cregted the
Women's Mutua Improvement Society in Eagt Cambridge. They were generdly created by a
philanthropic individual or institution to amdiorate the unpleasant working and socid conditions in
industria cities (dthough there are dso examples of mral improvement societies). Thefirst "adult
school" is sad to have begun in Nottingham, England in 1798 to meat the nesds of young women in lace
and hosery factories. It was independent of any other organization and mn by William Singleton, a
Methodist, and Samud Fox, aQuaker™ Sedbury's"club” evolved out of aSunday School dassdeled
a the Church of the Ascenson where her sster's hudoand. The Rev. Henry Ainsworth Parker, was the
rector. Sunday schools were the more usua means of churches efforts to educate and socidize the
working poor. Religious training was not the sole purpose, as isthe case today, and school was held on
Sunday becauseit was the only free day workershad. Themain learning activities were reading and
writing, dnceilliteracy was auniversa and debilitating problem. The Bible was the principal source
Socid activigsin Boston and dsawhere dso formed reading clubs and societies inlocdl libraries. As
mutua improvement societies and adult schools deveoped, for both men and women, these

organi zations addressed other deficiencies in working dasslife than education, such asfinancid
management, nutrition, recreation and, particularly for women, salf-reliance. According to one of her
biographies, Catherine Regina Seebury was one of thefirst patrons "to sask a place where her girls could
goand their vacations in sunshine and fresh air and the fragrance of the woods"™

(continued)

" J W. Rowntree & H. B. Binns. A History of the Adult School Movement (London: Headley Brothers, 1903) 10-11, 26-28.
"Segbury House, Resthayen, Mendon Massachusetts.” in Local History Files, Taft Memorid Library, Mendon MA.



1024-0018
(880)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Shest Nathan C. Aldrich House & Resthaven Chapd
Mendon, Worcester County, Massachusetts

Section number 8 Page 13

Caherine Regina Seabury wes particularly well-suited to the chdlenge. She came from one of the most
distinguished American Episcopd famihes. Her great-grandfather Samud Seabury, was gopointed the
first Bishop of the American Episcopa Churchin 1789/ Catherine Regina Seabury's father was the
grandson and namesske of the legendary Bishop. Samud Seabury (1801-1872) was d<o an ordained
Episcopd minister and was rector of the Church of the Annunciation on 14™ Street in Manhattan from
1838 to 1863. He was amember of the faculty of the Generd Theologica Seminary as well. Between
1833 and 1851, Rev. Seabury was the editor of The Churchman, the official periodical publication of the
American Episcopa Church. Ceatherine's brother. Rev. Dr. William Jones Seebury assumed their
father's ecclesasticd and academic pogts following his retirement. Her sster was married to another
Episcopdian minister, Henry Ainsworth Parker, a whose Eagt Cambridge parish she began the
Women's Mutua Improvement Society. Catherine Regina Seabury's aunt Catherine was thefirst
woman to be inducted into the Episcopa Sisterhood in America. Catherine was consecrated into
"religiouslife" in 1846 & the Parish of the Holy Communionin New Y ork City and was received s a
full Sger of the Holy Communionin 1854. She atended to the sick and the poor and saved in the
parish infirmary, which became St. Luke's Hospita in 1858. Through her efforts, a Shelter for
Regpectable Girls and aBabies Shdter were esablished in the parish. At the time she aegted the
Women's Mutual Improvement Society, Catherine Regina Segbury was a devout churchwoman,
dthough ghe was never consecrated into the ssterhood. She wias ateecher & S Agness Schoal of the

Samud Sesbury (1729-1796) weas raised in New London, Connecticut and Hempstead, New Y ork where his father was the
rector of Anglican churches. He attended Y ae Uniyersity receiving abachdor's degree in 1748 and amaster's degree in
1751 in theology under the direction of his father. He then studied medicine a the University of Edinburgh while waiting to
receive his ordination, which occurred in 1753. On his retum to America, Seebury was dected rector of Christ Church m
New Brunswick, New Jarsey and served this parish from 1754 to 1757. While & New Brunswick he was married, on October
12, 1756, to Mary, the daughter of Edward Hicks of New York. He wes then called to Grace Church, in Jamaicaon Long
Idand, where he was rector from 1757 to 1766, and in 1766 he was inducted into the rectorship of St. Peter's, West Chedter,
which he held until the outbresk of the Revolutionary War. By 1774, with much of America verging on amed revolt,
Seabury was publishing his anonymous "L etters of a Westchester Framer,” in which he declared: "If | mugt be endaved, let it
be by aKING... If | must be devoured, let it be by thejaws of alion, and not...by rats and vermin!"  Segbury's outspoken
loydism led to his imprisonment in New Haven. He was rdeased six weeks later a the request of the govermor of New Y ork
& he had been taken from his province without process of law. Unable to continue his duties he daosed the church and took
refugein New Y ork City where he supported his family by the practice of medicine. He aso sarved as chaplain of the King's
American Regiment, under commission of Sir Henry Clinton. Following independence Samud Seebury wiss dected by the
clergy of English ordinationin Connecticut (Woodbury, March 25, 1783), to be the bishop of the churchin that date, and
sdled for England with credentials as an gpplicant for consecration by the English bishops. The English bishops could not
legdly confer consecration without the oath of alegiance to the king, which could not be taken by one who was to exerdse
his officein aforeign date. Seabury then went to Scotland where & Aberdeen, Nov. 14, 1784, he was consecrated by the
Scotch bishops, returning to Americaas the first Bishop of Connecticut, as well as of the American Church. At the Generd
Convention of 1789 in Philade phia, by action of the House of Bishops, he becameby virtue of seniority of consecration the
first to hold the office of presiding bishop. During the exercise of his gpiscopate he resded in New London, Connecticut
being the rector of . James church from 1785 to 1796. In 1790, he was a0 mede bishop of Rhode Idand. Hisfirst and only
act of consecration occurred on Sept. 17, 1792, making Thomas John Claggett bishop of Maryland, through whom every
ubsequent bishop of the American Church traces his Episcopd lineage. [The Twentieth Century Biographical Dictionary of
Notable Americans, vol. IX, (Boston: The Biographical Society, 1904) 256.]
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Episcopd Diocesein Albany, New York and dhe gpoparently lived in that city for many years before
moving permanently to Resthaven.

In her desireto find a vacation place for the girls of the Women's Mutual Improvement Society,
Catherine Regina Sesbury traveled throughout esstem Massachusetts, including coastal towns, such &
Duxbury, and devated areas, such as Princeton on the south dope of Mt. Weachusett. When de
discovered Nathan C. Aldrich's old farm in Mendon, her seerch ended. The 140-acrefarm enjoyed an
ungpoiled rural setting. 1t had the unusud feature of alarge and degant sone housethat would provide
a comfortable resdence for her and her family, as well as provide housing ad for the girls. The
property may have been somewhat run down, as the Aldrich's had experienced financial difficultiesin
their later years but caring for the farm and its animaswould provide suitable vacation work. Catherine
Regina Seebury named the retreat Resthaven, and for the next ten summers she welcomed working
women for rest and recregtion.

Many were the happy gatherings there, thirty andforty girls at a time, bubbling over with
fun andfrolic, yet always singing the club song, "Onward, ever Onward, " and always
ready to reach a helping hand to those lessfortunate than themselves. Countless stories
are told of those happy days when Miss Seabury was at once hostess, leader and the
inspiration of them all. ™

On summer Sundays, the Rev. Henry Ainsworth Parker would travel from Eagt Cambridge to Resthaven
and hold sarvicesin apine grove on the farm usng agonefor an dtar. The Parkers, ad pahgos other
relatives, were frequent houseguestsin the summers, and soon the sone housewes overcrowded. The
club spirit remained strong and welcomed new members eech year, yet the girls had grown older, fewer
and scattered as they married and had familiesof their own. A cottageweas created for the club resdence
from an abandoned school house on the property. Stanley B. Parker drafted plansand Sigter Catherine
provided funds to renovate the building with cousnsLouisaLee Schuyler and Georgiana Schuyler of
New York contributing a saircase and anotherfinendpaying for the fireplace.This building wes
(continued)

Herbert Mitgang, The Man who Rodethe Tiger: The Life and Times of Judge Samud Seebury (NY': Lippincott, 1963).
Mary Caroline Crawford, "A Little School for Little Girls, Resthaven in Mendon, Massachusetts' and "1854-1904,"
Booklet honoring the fiftieth anniversary of the Sisterhood of Sigter Catherinein Local History Files, Taft Memorial Library.

""Seebury House, Resthaven, Mendon Massachusetts” An gpped of the Resthaven Association, [1932]. Locd History
Files, Taft memorid Library.
" Crawford. , o
38 " Seabury Plouse ..." : -
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demohshed ca 1960. At about the same fime Gurdon Sdtongtd| Parker drew plans for a smdl sone
chapd inwhich his father could conduct his services A sudent & the Lawrence Scientific School of
Harvard University, he desgned the building in the manner of private chgpelsin England. Construction
began of the westem portion of the chapd in 1899.

Srong white oxen borrowedfrom a neighbor werepressed into service to haulfrom the
confines of the old estates the stonesfor the outer wall of the chapel, and the younger
brothers of theyouthful architect, assisted by a country mason, laid its sturdy foundations.
In the autumn of 1899 thefirst service was held here. The only roof at this time was
supplied by the spreading arms of a large hickory tree, theyoung architect having been
telegraphed by the Varsityfootball squad at Harvard to returnfor training! The next
summer the roof was added and much later the bell tower.

The Rev. Dr. William Jones Segbury, Catherine Regina Seabury'sbrother contributed the " churchly
equipment” to the chapd, which included the "beautifully proportioned dtar” and kneders. A copy of
Fra Angelico's fresco of the Virgin Mary looking into the empty tomb after the Resurrection was hung
over the dtar. Sder Catherine gave brass wall sconcesand the dtar furnishings™#

Catherine Regina Segbury left her position & S. Agness School in 1912 and opened a school of her
own inthe gonehouse a Resghaven. Se was asaded in this effort by her aunt. Sster Cathering, who
had retired to Resthaven after over 50 yearsof servicein New York, and other fiiendswho had worked
with her inthe past. Moming and evening prayerswere administered eech day by Sgter Catherinein the
chapd, which soon becamethe "mainspring” of daily life a the school.™ Its smal Szebecame a
problem, and it was enlarged with the addition of a squarebell tower on its eest end. Paws were
ingdled in this goaceto accommodatethe studentsand faculty more comfortably. Gurdon S Parker is
credited with the design of this addition, which he would have done before volunteering for military
sarviceduring the First World War in 1917*" The Women's Mutua Improvement Society, which was
still vacationing in the Club Cottage contributed $1,000 to the chapd expanson™*/

The gone housewas dtered to accommodate the school and its sudents Bed chambers were partitioned
in the attic with dormers added to the roof to provide light and ventilation to them. The dhed section of

(continued)

A Crawford.
Ibid.
""Seebury House
Crawford.
""Sesbury House
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the housewas raised to two gories, and the kitchen weas relocated to itsground level. Theorigind
kitchen was converted to adining room. New rooms were cregted on the second floor of the ell, where
Catherine Regina Sesbury and her aunt may have retreated for privacy. Alterations mede to the roomsin
the gone section of the building in the 1940s removed any evidence of school-era use, yet main floor
roomswere likely usad for educationd purposes Thelarge double parlor on the eest Sde of the center
pessege may have been opened up in thisperiod for greater goace, and with four windows dong the eest
wall, it would have had the gppearance of a dasssoom. The later use of the front room on the west Sde
of the pessege as alibrary may have sugtained an earlier function. Second story bed chambers would
have been suitable locations for teechers quarters, aswell as boarding students.

In addition to the chapd, the garage located in the southwest comer of the presant property was built
during the Resthaven years. It was near abam that had survived from the Aldrich period, which snce
became the victim of neglect and demoalition. The 130-acre farm remained intact throughout this period,
dthough itislikely that muchof it laid fallow.

Thewar forced the closing of the schoal in 1918, and while Catherine Regina Segbury dways intended
to reopen it, she was unabdle to achieve that god. Efforts in 1924 were fmstrated by atemporary bout of
blindness. Before her death in 1929, dhe willed the property to her nephew Reginad S Parker with a
$2,000 tmst fund for the preservation of the chapd. Parker desded the Club Cottage to the Resthaven
Association for its continued use and worked with other haeirs with the god of operating Rethaven asa
spiritual retreat and conference center assodiated with the Episcopa Church. Thisplan never
materiadized, and Parker sold the property to aMilford physician, Josgoh L Ashkinsin 1943

Renovations by Josgpoh | Ashkins
Ashkins hired Milford architect Wendell T. Phillips to devdop plans for acomplete renovation of the
interior of the donehouse. The architect worked onresidentid projectsthroughout the locality, yet his
firm had particular expertise with church architecture and wes the desgnated architect for the
Springfield (MA) Roman Catholic Diocese. In addition to Springfield, Phillips desgned numerous
churches, schoals and institutional buildings for Catholic parishes in Fall River and Worcester,
Massachusatts and Hartford, Connecticut. He dso designed buildings congmcted on the campus of
Notre Dame University in South Bend, Indiana. Other projectsincluded schools, ederly housing
projects, and date armories throughout the Commonwedth. Wenddl T. Phillips'sson, Donad F.
Phillips, succesded him in the firm and continued itswork into the 1970s™ Donadd F. Phillips desgned
an addition to the public school in Mendon Center in 1964. This building was hsted on the National
Regiger as acomponent of the Mendon Center Historic District.

(continued)

Worcester County Deads, Book 2894, page 514, September 18, 1943.
Milford Daily News. Monday, February 28, 1955 and Thursday, June 24, 1999. Also Boston MA, Massachusetts
Historical Commisson, MACRIS Maker Index.
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Features surviving from the antique farm house and changes made to accommodate the Resthaven
Schoal were removed or dtered to create a 20* -century country house plan and aesthetic and upgrade
plumbing, heeating, and kitchen and bathroom facilities. The most significant changes occurred on the
eed dde of thehouse. A large chimney stack was congmcted againg the west wall of the room to
provide the ambiance of awood-buming fireplace in the center of anew living room. |f this goece hed
not been opened up into one open areafor the schoal, it was clearly done 0 a thistime. The Colonia
Reviva style desgn of the additions, including awood mantepiece, were conceived with the idea of
maintaining ahistoric gopearancein the house. A large meder bedroom was created above the living
room on the second floor, with acdosat and two bathrooms aranged around the chimney. Moredesgn
liberties were taken in these more private arees

A library was planned for the front of the house on the west sde of the passege. The existing Soece was
enlarged by moving the north partition towards the reer of the house. A hall connecting the center
passage to the dining room in the woodframeell was constmcted behind the library, which replaced the
original linkage that had been located within the library. Thisarea which included asgt of sarvice
dairs, was made into alarge closat with awet bar basad on Phillips's plans. The remaining goece in the
rear of the house north of the new hall to the dining room was endosed and made into alavatory. A
small dcovewas created to contain asmall fireplace and Gresk Revival mantepiece that survived there.
A second hearth islocated a the south end of the library'swest wall. The architect's plans indicate that
it had been intended to cover it over with abookcase, dthough those features do not exist. Thedining
room cregted by Catherine Regina Segbury in the old kitchen goacewas preserved with itsfireplaceand
Craftsman stylemantdl. Thekitchen she created in the old shed was similarly upgraded.

The changes wrought by Ashkins and his architect reflect the 20* -century taste in adgpting historic farm
housssinto country houses or weekend retreats.  For Ashkins, thiswas more of asuburban home, as it
was his primary resdence, and on the eve of hisretirement in 1976, he filed asubdivison plan that
cregted 23 house lots on Nathan C. Aldrich's 150year old fam.*” The property containing the sone
house and chapd had been reduced to its present 4.90 acres when Ashkins sold it two years eadig™*»
The chapd had been maintained up to that point. The Ashkinss daughter was married there in 1958, ad
thelr granddaughters were christened there in 1960 by the rector of Trinity Episcopa Church in Milford.
The Agshkinses dso permitted groups assodated with that church to use the chepd for sarvices. The
chapd has not functioned in areligious use snce their departure. The property has changed ownership
four times ance 1974, and remains essentidly as the Ashkinses hed left it.

(continued)

Worcester County Registry, Plan Book 464, plan 61. Survey by James B. Kolloch on March 8, 1976, goproved by the
Town of Mendon Planning Board on July 10, 1978, and recorded on August 16, 1978.
Worcester County Deads, Book 5504, page 324. May 30, 1974.
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Archaeological Sgnificance

Since pattems of ancient Native American settlement in Mendon are poorly understood, any surviving
dtescould be significant. Native dtesin this areamay contain important information that helps
undergand the relationships and variations between subsgence and settlement pattems basad in the
uplands and those concentrated inthe coagtd lowlands. The Aldrich House property, while located in
the southeegtern part of the Worcester Plateau inthe Centrd Massachusetts uplands, dso occupies a
location a the heedwaters of two important regiona coastd drainages. The district lieswithin the Mill
River dranagethat convergeswith the Blackstone River and flows southerly to Narragansett Bay. The
CharlesRiver drainege is a0 located approximately two miles eedt of the district and drains
northeasterly to Boston Harbor. Ancient Stesin the district may contribute important information that
indicates the extent that Native Americans inthe Centrd Massachusetts uplands adopted unique or
goecidized upland drategiesinther exploitation of plant, anima and minera resourcesthat varied from
the exploitation of smilar resourcesin coagtd locaes Ancient Stes may dso contribute information
that indicates the extent socia, technologica, and exchange pattems on the Worcester Plateau were
affected by relationships with different socio/political groups in the Boston Harbor and Narragansett Bay
regions.

Historic archaeologicd resources described above may contribute important information rdaed to 19
century Quaker settlement, agriculture and architecture in Mendon and later use of the houssasa
boarding schoadl for girlsand restorative retreet inthe country. Documentary research and archaeologica
testing may locate changesto the Aldrich House during its occupation by the Aldrich Family and later
ue for the Catherine Regina Seebury femae boarding school. The sone farmhouse, possibly built by
Quaker masonswith locally quarried stone, isreported as very rarein the region. Congtmctions features
may exist that reflect specidized constmction techniques unlike those used for timber-framed dwellings.
Anadysis of the gone usad for constmction and identification of the quarry; possibly located on the
property, may contribute information rdated to 19" century Quaker quarry technology and masonry
techniques. Archaeologica survey and testing may help identify the Stesof bams and outbuildings
located on the farm during its period of agricultural use The latter information may help identify the
functionsand organization of 19" century Queker farms.

The location and detailed andlys's of the contents of occupafional-related features (trash pits, privies,
wells) may dso contribute important information related to the functioning and organization of 19"
century Queker farms and the social, cultural, and economic agpectsof the inhabitants of the farm.
Occupationd-related features may contain information that helps underdand the principles attributed to
the Society of Friends. For example, the Aldrich Houseis reported to reflect the Friends principle of

(continued)
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plannesswhile & the sametime reflecting wedth and satus of the highest degreein Mendon.
Occupationd related features may contribute important information that clarifiesthis goparent
contradiction. Information from occupationd-rdated features may help better underdand Quiaker
lifewaysand agricultural methods. Occupationd-rdated features may dso exist rdated to the Segbury
femde boarding school. Detailed andyss of the contents of deposits associated with the school may
contribute important social, cultural, and economic information related to the lives of 19 century femade
factory workers and their activities and sandard of living a the Seabury School.

(end)
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Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

I 1 See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
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Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.50r 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
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Representative black and white photographs of the property.
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(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Thomas and Colleen Conley
dregd & numba 111 Providence Stret telephone
dty or toan Mendon state MA Zp code 01756
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Verbal Boundary Description

The 4.90-acre property isbounded on the eest by Providence Road and on the other Sdes by surveyed lines
as indicated on the survey map included with this nomination form.

Boundary Justification

The existing boundaries were established in 1974 when the house and chepd were separated fromthe
historic Nathan C. Aldrich farm, which was subdivided into building lots. The property represents the
only historic setting that remains for the historic buildings.

PHOTOGRAPHS t N L e A e A T

Photographer: Neil Larson N
Dae 2004 '
Location of negatives. with owner

View of housefrom eest & Providence Road

View of front of house, south faBade

Detail of front entrance

View of rear faBade from northeest

hiterior-windows on eest 9de of living room
hiterior-fireplacein northeast dcove onfirst floor
hiterior-view of center passage from rear (north)
hiterior-dining room looking west towards kitchen
hiterior-fireplaceinliving room

10 View of chapd looking northeest from comer of house
11. Chapd from southesst

12. Interior-Chapel 1ooking west

13. Chapd, west falade

14. Garage and bam foundation looking south .-
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Hie Commonwealth of M assachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
April 4,2006 M assachusetts Historical Commission

Dr. John Roberts

National Register of Historic Places No-e
Department of the Interior ,
Nationd Park Service , !

1201 Eye Street, NW 8* floor /!

Washington, DC 20005 /
Dear Dr. Roberts ? »
Endosad please find the following nomination form: /

Nathan C. Aldrich House and Reshaven Chapdl, 111 Providence Street
Mendon (Worcester), MA n

The nomination has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been Sgned by the
Sate Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board consgderation 30 to 45 daysbefore the meeting and were afforded the opportunity

to comment.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regider Director
Massachusatts Historical Commission
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cC. Neil Larson, pressrvation consuitant
Thomes and Colleen Conley
Kenneth O'Brien, Board of Sdedtimen
Kahleen Coffey-Danids, Hanning Board

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachuseits 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.sec.satemausmhe



