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DESCRtPTION 

CONDITION 

INTEGRITY 

E x c e l l e n t • Good • • 

( C h e c k One) 

De te r i o ra ted 

( C h e c k One) 

A l t e r e d 0 Una l t e red • 

Ruins S Unexposed • 

Moved • 

(Check One) 

O r i g i n a l S i te 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ( i t knoivn; PHYSICAL APPEARANCE ' 

Malvern H i l l i s situated on a high b l u f f overlooking the James River. A l l 
that remains of the house are the foundations and the east gable end wall 
which incorporates one of the massive end chimneys, ornamented with lozenge 
or diamond-shaped patterns of glazed bricks known as diaper work. This 
end chimney probably belonged to an e a r l i e r structure as i t is not bonded 
with the end w a l l , and the brickwork of the chimney and end wall is of 
d i f f e r e n t workmanship as w e l l . Architectural investigation of the ruins 
has shown that the chimneys of the house may have belonged to a wooden 
structure b u i l t perhaps as early as 1662. The wooden house was probably 
destroyed by f i r e and the chimneys were incorporated into the brick structu 
The date of the rebuilding is uncertain but scholars generally agree that 
i t was done circa^ 1690-1700, _ 

Fortunately.the appearatice of the house before the f i r e , circa 1905, can 
be determined fyom a number of photographs. I t was a one-and-a-half story 
structure with a cruciform plan, covered by a steep gable roof with a rake 
at the modillion cornice.' On the r i v e r front there was an open porch 
chamber with side round arches on the front and sides. The arm of the 
cross on the rear contained not a s t a i r tower as would be expected, but a 
twelve foot square parlor. On both the r i v e r front and rear, the walls are 
la i d i n Flemish bond with glazed headers both above and below the high 
water table with rubbed brick employed i n the f l a t arches of the windows. 

According to a former occupant of Malvern H i l l , the i n t e r i o r _ o f the house 
featured "a staircase i n the corner of the great h a l l /which/ rose to a 
landing about four feet above the f l o o r , then turned and led to a dark 
upsfeirs passage and fpur bedrooms. Off the great h a l l was,the 'East Room' 
used as the dining room, and entered from a basement kitchen'by a small 
winding;staircase tucked-away beside a towering chimney." Unfortunately 
l i t t l e attempt has been made to s t a b i l i z e the remaining wall and end 
chimney, and the brick is badly deteriorated on the i n t e r i o r . 
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CONDITION 
Excellent D Good 0 Fair 0 

INTEGRITY 
(Check One) 

Altered [!9 Unaltered D 

(Check _One) 

Deteriorated D Ruins IKJ Unexposed D 
(Check One) 

I Moved O Original Site l&J 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (It known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Malvern Hill is situated on a high bluff overlooking the James River. All 
that remains of the house are the foundations and the east gable end wall 
which incorporates one of the massive end chimneys, ornamented with lozenge 
or diamond-shaped patterns of glazed bricks known as diaper work. This 
end chimney probably belonged to an earlier structure as it is not bonded 
with the end wall, and the brickwork of the chimney and end wall is of 
different workmanship as well. Architectural investigation of the ruins 
has shown that the chimneys of the house may have belonged to a wooden 
structure built perhaps as early as 1662. The wooden house was probably 
destroyed by fire and the chimneys were incorporated into the brick structu e. 
The date of the rebuilding -is uncertain but scholars generally agree that 
it was done .circ4 1690~1700, _ 
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FortunB:_tely . the _<3:ppeara~ce of th~ _house before the fire, circa 1905, can 
be dete:r;miI;1.~d f+o.m a m.ilt}ber 9'f ph_otographs. ' It was a one-and-a-half story 
structure with a cruciform plan, covered by a steep gable roof with a rake 
at the modillion cornice. / On the river front there was an open porch 
chamber with side round arches on the front and sides. The arm of the 
cross on the rear contained not a stair tower as would be expected, but a 
twelve foot square parlor. On both the river front and rear, the walls are 
laid in Flemish bond with glazed headers both above and below the high 
water table with rubbed brick employed in the flat arches of the windows. 
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According to a former occupant of Malvern Hill, the int~rior_of the house 
featured 11a staircase in the corner of the great hall Lwhic_h/ rose to a 
landing about four feet above the floor, then turned and led to a dark n '=1P~f~~rs pa~~age a9d ~r;:>ur ,,blrdr(?Om~- ~ ov: the __ gre¥t};iap was l~he . 'East . ~<?Om 1

~ 
used as the dining room, and entered from a basement kitchen by a small -t 
wirn;i;i.ng 1 st;~ircas~ tue;~e~ cc!-'?ay b.e~tg.~ . .a towering chimney." U~fortun~tely 
little attempt has been made to stabilize the remaining wall and end 
chimney, and the brick is badly deteriorated on the interior. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.) 

Malvern H i l l was b u i l t by Thomas Cocke (1639-1697), high s h e r i f f of Henrico 
and a member of the House of Burgesses!, who was the son of Richard Cocke 
(16007-1655), progenitor of the Cocke family i n V i r g i n i a . The Cocke family 
owned the property u n t i l the late-eighteenth century when James Powell 
Cocke sold i t to Robert Nelson. The house derives i t s name from the Malverr 
H i l l s i n England. 

Unfortunately/the house was destroyed by f i r e circa 1905, and only one end 
wall remains standing.• Although i t is i n ruins,|Malvern H i l l is significant 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y as being one of the few known cruciform-plan houses i n 
V i r g i n i a . * In addition, on ̂ he one surviving chimney is perhaps the fi n e s t 
example of seventeenth^century diaper brickwork i n the s t a t e . \ 

H i s t o r i c a l l y , Malvern H i l l has been the scene of war on at least three 
occasions. Lafayette encamped on the property i n July and August of 1781, 
and the V i r g i n i a M i l i t i a made camp there during the War of 1812." Hdv^ever, 
Malvern H i l l w i l l always be associated with the f i e r c e j b a t t l e between 
Lee and McC l e i Ian on July 1, 1862, which centered dround the-bluff on" • 
which the house i s located.! 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.) 

Malvern Hill was built by Thomas Cocke (1639-1697), high- sheriff ·of Henrico 
and a member of the House of Burgesses!, who . was the son of Richard Cocke 
(1600?-1655), progenitor of the Cocke family in Virginia. The Cocke family 
owned the property until the late-eighteenth century when James Powell 
Cocke sold it to Robert Nelson. The house derive~ its name from the Malver 
Hills in England. 

' 
Unfortunately /the house was destroyed by fire circa 1905, and only one end 
wall remains standing. \ Although it is in ruins, \ Malvern Hill is significan 
architecturally as being one of the few known cruciform-plan houses in 
Virginia. \ In addition, on ~he one surviving chimney is perhaps the finest 
example of seventeenth,century diaper brickwork in the state. \ 

\ 

Historically, Malvern Hill has been the scene of war on at least three 
occasions. Lafayette encamped on the property in July and August of 1781, 
and the Virginia Militia -made camp there during the War 0£ 0 1812. ' Howe~er, 
Mci:ivern Hifl will.always be ~ssociated with the fierce )battle between 
Lee ·a:nd ·McClellan on July , 1, 1862, -which ·centered a.round ' the 0bluf.f ·on: 11

'- " 

which the house is located. \ . . . . . 
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12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1965 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that i t has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National • State H Local • 

Name(£ttU>̂  WtH^Ji^ ^ ( ^ ^ 
D r . Edward P. Alexander , Chairman 

Title V i r g i n i a H i s t o r i c Landmarks Commibsion 

Bate June 2, 1969 

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. / ^ ^ ^ 

Chief, Ofiice of Archeology and Historic Preservatic 

Date 
WOV 1 2 1969 
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Date OCT 2 3 '969 
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service . The recommended 

level of significance of this nomi~tion is: 

I herebv certify that this property is included in the 

National D State ~ Local D 

Na~'~ R/,,o.-.J.. ~~ 
Dr . Edward P. Alexander, Chairman 

l'J OV 1 2 1969 
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View of East wall. 
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E N T R Y N U M B E R 

1 NAWE 

COMMON: M a l v o m H i l l 
AND/OR HISTORIC: Malvem H i l l 

|2. LOCATION 

u S T R E E T A N D NUM B E R : 2 r t l l N of Turkey I s l and Creek, .5 m i . NE of R t . 5, 1 .2 u 
m i . SE o f i n t e r s e c t i o n of Rt . 5 and Rt . 156, 14.5 m i . E o f Richmond. 

=) CI TY OR TOWN: 

• 0£. 

1- S T A T E : C O D E C O U N T Y : C O D E 

V i r g i n i a 45 Henrico 087 
3, MAP R E F E R E N C E 

S O U R C E : 

U.S.G.S. 
7%' quadrangle  
7%' quadrangle 

Dutch Gap V ^ ™ 1 7 7 7 \ 
Roxbury / \ > ' t-,__i'.. , rn x< ' i 

UJ 

Lli 

S C A L E : 1:24000 
DATE: 1952, 1965 

4, REQUmeMENTS 
T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundarles where requi red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i tude and longi tude reference. 
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UNITED STATES DrPARTM!NT OF THE INTERIOR 
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PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

N of Turkey Island Creek, .5 

STATE 

Virginia 
COUNTY 

Henrico 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUMBER CATE 

SE of intersection of Rt. 5 and Rt. 156 14.5 mi. E of 

CODE COUNTY : CODE 

SCALE: 

DATE: 

1. Property broundaries where required . 

2. North arrow. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Requested Action: ]Additional Docume; tation 

Property Name: Malvern Hill 

Multiple Name: 

State & County: VIRGINIA, Henrico 

Date Received: 
4/21/2017 

Date of Pending List: Date of 16th Day: Date of 45th Day: Date of Weekly List: 

Reference number: AD69000248 

Nominator: I State 

Reason For Review: 

X Accept Return 

Abstract/Summary New Map Accepted . 
Comments: 

6/5/2017 

__ Reject 6/5/2017 Date 

Recommendation/ 
Criteria 

Additional Docwnentation l\ppmv@d 

Reviewer Edson Beall 'scipline Historian 

Telephone Date 
--- -------- -

DOCUMENTATION: see attached comments : No see attached SLR : No 

If a nomination is returned to the nomination authority, the nomination is no longer under consideration by the 
National Park Service. 
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Correspondence 
The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes 
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of 
Historic Places received associated with the property. 
Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of 
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the 
property. 
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COMMONWEAL TH of VIRGINIA 

Molly Joseph Ward 
Secrelary of Natural Resources 

Mr. Paul Loether 

Department of Historic Resources 
2801 Kensington Avenue, Richmond, Virginia 23221 

April 17, 2017 

Julie V. Langan 
Direclor 

Tel: (804) 367-2323 
Fax: (804) 367-2391 
www.dhr.virginia.gov 

Chief, National Register of Historic Places and National Historic Landmarks Programs 
National Park Service 2280 
National Register of Historic Places 
Mail Stop 7228 
1849 C St, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Re: Malvern Hill, Henrico County, Virginia 

Dear Mr. Loether: 

The Department of Historic Resources (DHR) has had an opportunity to review the historic 
boundaries for Malvern Hill, which was listed in the National Register on November 12, 1969. The 
property's tax parcel boundaries and acreage have not changed since the property was listed, with the total 
acreage at 742.71 acres. The total acreage is slightly larger than the 733.42 acres shown on the 1969 
nomination form, which DHR attributes to the more precise mapping available to us today. 

Based on the tax parcel lines, mapping provided in the 1969 nomination, and current maps, 
DHR has prepared the enclosed location map, which shows the property's true and correct historic 
boundaries and location coordinates for the vertices. 

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. My direct phone line is 
804-482-6439. 

Enclosure 

Western Region Office 
962 Kime Lane 

Salem, VA 24153 
Tel: (540) 387-5443 
Fax: (540) 387-5446 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
Lena Sweeten McDonald 
National/State Register Historian 

Northern Region Office 
5357 Main Street 

PO Box 519 
Stephens City, VA 22655 

Tel: (540) 868-7029 
Fax: (540) 868-7033 

Eastern Region Office 
2801 Kensington Avenue 

Richmond, VA 23221 
Tel: (804) 367-2323 
Fax: (804) 367-2391 


