NPS Fonn 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018 (Rev. 10-90)

United States Department ofthe Interior
National Park Service :3 I

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
REGISTRATION FORM

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districtsT'SeSlrreSW&tSSIgJPHw ti Complete the National
Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by mari<ing "x" intheappTOpriate box or by entering the
information requested. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, architectural classification,
materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative items on continuation
sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all Kerns.

1. Name of Propertv
historic name: Minden Elementary School
other names/site number:  Minden Grammar School

2. Location

street & number 1638 Mono Avenue not for publication
city or town Minden vidnity

state Nevada code NV county Douglas code 005 Zip code. 89423

3. State/Federal Aaencv Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify thatthis X  nomination request for
determination of eljgibility, meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural
and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. |
recommpiid that this property be coosillered significant nationally statewide _X_ locally. ( See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets . does not meet the National Register criteria. ( See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Fedenal agency and bureau

Park Service Certification
| hereby certify that this property is:

. entered in the National Register
See continuation sheet.
. determined eligible for the
National Register
See continuation sheet.
determined not eligible for the
National Register
removed from the National Register

Date of Action
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5. Classification
Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply)
_ private
X public-local
_ public-State
_ public-Federal

Category of Property (Ched< only one box)
_X building(s)
_ district
__ site
_ structure
_ object

Number of Resources within Property (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)
Contributing Noncontributing
1 buildings
sites
structures
objects
J Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register 0

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)
School Buildings in Nevada MPS

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instnjctions)
Cat: Education Sub: School

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)
Cat: Education Sub: School

7. Description
Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions)

Renaissance Revival

Materials (Enter categories from instructions)

foundation concrete

roof composite shingle
walls brick, masonry
other wood, glass

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and cunent condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) See continuation
sheets.
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8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more traxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register listing)

X A Property is associated with events that have made a significant contnbution to the broad patterns of our history.
B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.
X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or represents the
work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable
entity whose components lack individual distinction.
D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations (Maik "X" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.

removed from its original location.

a birthplace or a grave.

a cemetery.

a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

a commemorative property.

less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years.

OTMmMmQoO >

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions)
Architecture
Education
Community Planning and Development

Period of Significance 1918-1958

Significant Dates

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above).
Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder W.O. Lewis: C.G. Sellman Construction

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) See continuation sheets.

9. Maior Biblioaraphical References
Bibliography (Cite books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested.
_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National Register

_ designated a National Histonc Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

Primary location of additional data
X State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency

_ Federal agency

_ Local government

_ University

X_ Other

Name of repositorv: Douglas County School District Offices
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 0.72 acres

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
1JLL 260235 4315100 3
2 4
See continuation sheet.
Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) See Continuation Sheet

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
See Continuation Sheet

11. Form Prepared Bv

nameftitle Terri McBride. National/State Register Coord.

organization NV State Historic Preservation Office date November 14. 2007

street & number 100 N. Stewart Street telephone 775-684-3445
city or town Carson City state NV zipcode 89701

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or humerous
resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Checkwiththe SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Douglas County School District
street & number 1638 Mono Avenue
city or town Minden State NV zipcode 89423

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This infonnation is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate properties
for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a t)enefit in
accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instnjctions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviev”g the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this
form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Pari< Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and
Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Gardnerville Elementary School
Name of Property

Section 7 Page 1 Douglas County. Nevada
County and State

Saction 7: Decription

The Gardnerville Elementary School was congmcted in 1928, designed by school principa CC. Meneley.

It isan example of Neoclassical desgn, and maintans its historic integrity in terms of location, design,
workmanship, feeling, and association. There are three non-contributing school-related buildings on the
same parcel owned by Douglas County Schools that were added in the modem era There isdso ahistoric
fence dong the front of the lawn infrontof the original school building.

The Gardnerville Elementary School islocated on Toler Avenuein Gardnerville, Nevada, inthe S 12 of the
SW \A of Section 33, T13N, R20E. The building is U-shaped with one gory and abasement. The
foundation is concrete and rises above-ground gpproximatdy 2.5 feet. There are small vented windows
adong the ddes of the building into the basament. The windowsto the main floor are six-over-six double-
hung sash, and gppear to be origina to the building. The lintels are brick, laid vertically, and the lugsills
project outward.

Thefront portico has agabled roof and pediment supported by four Doric columns. The pediment asa
circular vent a its center. A st of glasspaned metd double doors is centered under the portico roof Six-
over-sx double-hung wooden sash windowsframethe doorway on either sde. A fanlight is above the
doorway. The rear double doors to the school are located & the center of the rear, with a twelve-pane
clearstory overhead. Both the front and rear doors have concrete stairs leading up to them, the front stairs
with brick piers on ether sde. A concrete handicgp accessramp has been inddled near the front entry. A
second handicgp accessramp has been added onto the rear of the school, on the inner west 9de of the "U."
The gpace a the rear of the building has been paved with asphah for abasketbal court and four square
courts.

The exterior of the building isof red brick. Thebrick-laying style resemblesthe common bond style with
header courses and dretcher courses, with avertical stretcher course dong the top ofthe foundation. At
each end of the front faBade, the regular brick pattem is adomed with arectangle of vertically-laid bricks.
The wooden trimispainted white. The building is adomed with athree-part entablaturewith an encircling
filezeboard and molded comice. A rain gutter runs dong the edge of the comice for dranage. The
original roofing materia has been replaced with ared shest metal covering, arequired,fire-safeupgrade to
prevent snow from accumulating on the roof The pitch of the roof islow. Although the roofing materia
ismodem and not origina to the building, it doesnat affect the overall integrity significantly.

There are two other buildingsbuilt sometime between 1981 and 2005, the last datenoted in the Douglas
County Assessor's office for new constmction of "a school building” @ the property (Douglas County
Assessor's Office, persond communication November 2007). However, the assessor's information on the
parcel isincomplete or inaccurate—they list the constmction date of the school as 1976.
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Sation 70 Decription (cont'd)

The two additiona buildings dso have low-pitched roofe but are not built inaNeoclassica style. One, thet
incorporates alarge windowless gymneisum on the west end, is Stuated immediately eedt of the origind
school, facing Toler Avenue (F2). The other modem building, "Building 3," isto the rear (north) of them,
oriented aong the eestem edge of the parcd (F3).

Thereisaportable "modular” building (F4) immediatdy south (& the rear) of the Gardnerville Elementary
School that was added sometime before 1981, when an architecturd surveyor noted the presence of the
sgmcture. It is non-contributing.

The front fence may be origina to the buildings, but isa leagtfiftyyearsin age, ad is complimentary to
the Neoclassical style of the schoal itself Two concrete pillars ae one on ether sde of the front wakway
that leedsfromthe sdewak to the main entrance. The fence is constmcted of painted wooden posts ad
metd piping for crossbars. It contributesto the overall integrity of the property.

S=tion 8 Sgnificance

The Gardnerville Elementary School is sgnificant under Criterion C, in the area of sgnificance of
Architecture. Built in 1928, the Gardnerville Elementary School is awell-preserved regiona example of
Neoclassical style in a Custom Architect-designed school. It issmilar indesign to the original Douglas
County High Schooal, built in 1916 dso inaNeoclassical syle. The high school isnow the Carson Valley
Cultural Center and Museum.

The Gardnerville Elementary School is dso significant under Criterion A, for its role in Education, and
Community Planning and Development. It was the first primary-only school built in Gardnerville, replacing
the former grammar school that served al agesof sudents.

Gardnerville Elementary
Origindly the Gardnerville Grammar School, the first school in Gardnerville, was atwo-room stmcture
built in 1892. In 1909, atwo-story wooden stmcture was built & the same Site; the upper floor was

Carson Valley'sfirst high school (Record-Courier [RC] 6 Sept 1979:3-10).

School bondswere sold in 1928 to raise funds for anew school in Gardnerville. The local newspaper, the
Record-Courier, noted & acogt of $28,000, the new dementary school was one of the most modem in the
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Sation 8 Sgnificance (cont'd)

date (dso reflecting community pride in their new school). It was designed by the school principal CC.
Mendey, who a0 had some architecturd training.

It gppearsthe former two-story wooden school building and the one-story brick. Neoclassical school
occupied the same dtefor afew years. In 1931 C C Mendey bought the old school smcture, re-using the
lumber and moving a section of the building to his adjacent homelot on Toler Avenue.

History of Gardnerville

Carson Valey wasfirst explored by Captain Josgph Walker, who passed through in 1833 with a party thet
was trapping dong the sreams and tributaries of the West. Heplotted aroute over the SerraNevada
range that crossed the mountains between Carson Valley and PlacerviUe, Califomia. Walker's trail became
the principa route for the great westem movemeant that came a decade and ahalf later.

Thefirst settlement in Nevada was atrading post established in Carson Valey a the baseof the eestem
dope of the SierraNevada (McBride 2002). In 1851, Mormon settlers under the direction of Colonel
Reese, built agtore, hotel, and farm to serve the pioneers and gold-seekers crossing the mountains. The
place was first called Mormon Station, but in 1855 it was renamed Genoa

In addition to the Mormons, Carson Valley was settled by a number of German farmersfromthe
Westphdia region of Germany, who established ranchesto the east and southeadt of the first settlement in
Genoa, and contributed to the later devdlopment of the valley's other townsof Gardnerville (1879) and
Minden (1905). Carson Valley agriculture received abig boost from the discovery of the Comstock Lode
in 1859 and the resuhing demand for food suppHes for the mining towns that orang up inwestem Nevada
During the Comstock boom yearsof 1860-1879, agriculture inthe areafl ourished(Harmon 2003).

The town of Gardnerville, located southeest of Genoa in an areadesignated as the East Fork Township,
was edablished by Lawrence Giknan. Oilman purchased atract of land dong the East Fork of the Carson
River from John and Mary Gardner in 1879. Oilman moved abuilding, known as the Kent House, from its
origina location between Genoa and Wally's Hot Springs. He changed the name of the Kent House to the
Gardnerville Hotel, and added a blacksmith shop and a saloon to servethe surrounding ranches. In 1881,
Oilman purchased another tract of the former Gardner property from Henry Van Sickle, and began sdlling
parcds. Oilman named the town Gardnerville after John Gardner. The Gardnerville post oflBce opened on
June 28, 1881, with Oilman as postmaster. The new town, located dong the Esmeralda/Bodie road,
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Sation 8 Sgnificance (cont'd)

thrived as it auppHed the mines to the south. By 1899, Gardnervilles Main Street boasted severd hotels,
shops, and sdoons, Uvary gables, and other busnesses As well asbeing a center of commerce,
Gardnervillewas ds0 asocia center for the German and Scandinavianranchers. The Vahalla Society was
formed in Gardnerville in 1885 to disseminate information to immigrants to the area (Rocha 2002).

The neighboring community of Minden was established in 1905 to become the new terminus for the
Virginia & Tmckee Raifroad. Today thesetwo towns are only sgparated by city limit boundaries on maps;
they are seamlesdy connected by continuous streets and buildingstoday.

Saction 9: Bibliography
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Section 10: Geographical Data
Boundary Description
The entfre parcel, including the playgrounds and al school-rdated buildings, is surrounded with chainlink

fences To the west of the school iswetlands, immediately north and eest are resdentiad neighborhoods,
and aong the south of the parcel isToler Avenue.
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Section 10: Geographical Data (cont'd)

Boundary Justification

Douglas County. Nevada

The boundary includes al land historically associated with the Gardnerville Elementary School parcd,
Douglas County Assessor's parcel number 1320-33-402-059.

Photo Log

Digital imagesonfilea the NV State Historic Preservation Office

Photo Number
1
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Dexription

Gardnerville Elementary (Fl), front faQede, facing T.

north

Angled front faBade, facing north-northeast
Wes faBade, facing southeast

Rear of origina school (Fl), facing south
Non-contributing modular (F4), facing eest
Non-contributing addition (F3), facing eedt-
utheest

Non-contributing addition (F2), facing eest-
northeest
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—

Photographer/Date
McBride/December 28, 2007

. McBride/December 28, 2007
. McBride/December 28, 2007
. McBride/December 28, 2007
. McBride/December 28, 2007
. McBride/December 28, 2007

. McBride/December 28, 2007
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Gardnerville Elementary School: Sketch Map of Site Plan (not to scae)
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PROPERTY M nden Elementary School
NAME :

MULTI PLE School Buildings i nNevada MPS
NAME :

STATE & COUNTY: NEVADA, Dougl as

DATE RECEI VED: 1/ 10/ 08 DATE OF PENDI NG LI ST: 1/ 30/ 08
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REFERENCE NUMBER 08000034
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