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N3 6718060100000 City of Tacoma

8. NAME(S) OF STRUCTURE 9. OWNER'S ADDRESS

North 23rd Street Bridge Public Works Department

City-County Building
Tacoma, WA 98402
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17. DESCRIPTION AND BACKGROUND HISTORY, INCLUDING CONSTRUCTION DATE(S). HISTORICAL DATE(S). PHYSICAL DIMENSIONS.
MATERIALS, EXTANT EQUIPMENT, AND IMPORTANT BUILDERS, ENGINEERS. ETC.

The North 23rd Street Bridge, designed by Waddell and Harrington in 1909, is significant as an early example of the

concrete rigid frame bridge. In American Building Art, Carl Condit states that the rigid frame was not adopted on any

extensive scale, until after World War I. The massive, overdesigned concrete beams are 5 feet wide, 6 feet wide at the
center, and 13 feet at the ends; the beams are 6 feet deep, 8 feet deep at the center, and 12 feet deep at the ends.
The overall length of the bridge is 312 feet, and it is 30 feet wide. Like the 21st Street Bridge, the 23rd Street
Bridge was built for the City of Tacoma by the contractors, Creelman, Putman, and Healy. CoNTOVER)
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Bridge/vehicular IBPidge/vehicu1ar I
19. REFERENCES—HISTORICAL REFERENCES. PERSONAL CONTACTS, AND/OR OTHER
City Public Works Department Files.
Carl W. Condit, American Building Art, (New York, 1961), p. 207.
Bridge plate: "City of Tacoma, 1910"
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