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Town Car l i s le . Oil 

Address ^^^^ 

Histor ic Name Zeb Spaulding House 

Use: Present Residence 

Original ^^^^^^"^^ 

DESCRIPTION 

Date F i r s t quarter 18th c. w/ la te r addi t lo 

Source ^^sual analysis 

Style F i r s t Period 

Architect None 

Exterior Wall Fabric Clapboard 

Outbuildings Early 20th c. garage; mid 20t 

c. poolshed/cottage; 2 small 20th c. sheds. 

Major Alterations (with dates)'̂ ° ̂ ^̂ ^ °̂  
19th c. 2%~story wings with shed roofs on 
rear sides; r i g h t wing extended vrith 20th c 

2-story addition; small l^-story; new 
additiOTT to rear. 

Condition 

Moved No 

Good 

Date N/A 

Acreage 4-5 acres 

Setting Rural, surrounded by state 

conservation land^.. sugrounded by woods, f i e  

and scattered houses and farmbuildings. Si  

granite fence posts remain i n front - house 
situated with side to street.  

Recorded by Nora Pat Small 

Organization Boston University 

Date jQiv 19B5 
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Indicate each item on inventory form vhidi is being continued below. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

The Zebulon Spaulding House r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, 
m a t e r i a l s , and workmanship i n i t s s u r v i v i n g l a t e F i r s t Period frame and 
roof, making i t e l i g i b l e under C r i t e r i o n C. The second f l o o r l o n g i t u d i n a l 
summer beams are examples of an i n f r e q u e n t l y used framing technique 
deserving f u r t h e r study. 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The Zebulon Spaulding House i s a very l a r g e , 2 1/2 s t o r y c e n t r a l chimney 
house 2 rooms deep w i t h a f i v e bay facade ornamented w i t h a Greek Revival 
entry porch. Two f u l l - h e i g h t 18th or 19th century wings w i t h 
unevenly-gabled r o o f s extend outward from the rear sides of the house. 
The r i g h t wing i s f u r t h e r extended w i t h a modern 2 s t o r y a d d i t i o n . A 
small 1 1/2 s t o r y a d d i t i o n p r o j e c t s from the center rear. 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

The house e x h i b i t s t r a n s i t i o n a l F i r s t Period workmanship i n the exposed 
quirk-beaded framing members found on both f l o o r s , e s p e c i a l l y i n the 

• right-hand rooms, and i n the remains of e a r l y roof c o n s t r u c t i o n i n the 
a t t i c . The second f l o o r l o n g i t u d i n a l summer beams are an unusual 
f e a t u r e . The f i r s t f l o o r r i g h t hand room has exposed and quirk-beaded 
hard pine p l a t e s , g i r t s , and l o n g i t u d i n a l summer beam. The cornerposts, 
hov;ever, are covered w i t h quirk-beaded boxes, and the f i r e p l a c e w a l l 
e x h i b i t s r a i s e d - f i e l d paneling. The f i r e p l a c e opening i s large (47"x35"), 
but i s surrounded by a Federal mantel. No F i r s t Period f e a t u r e s are 
v i s i b l e i n the l e f t f r o n t f i r s t f l o o r room, nor i n the rear f i r s t f l o o r 
rooms. The j o i s t s i n the rear r i g h t room have s l i g h t l y beveled edges. 

The second f l o o r r i g h t hand f r o n t room has an exposed and quirk-beaded 
hard pine frame, i n c l u d i n g l o n g i t u d i n a l summer beam s i m i l a r to the room 
beneath i t . Again, the f l a r e d posts are boxed. The l e f t chamber has an 
exposed l o n g i t u d i n a l summer beam w i t h very rough q u i r k beading; a l l other 
framing members are boxed. The a t t i c reveals p r i n c i p a l and common r a f t e r 
c o n s t r u c t i o n w i t h the top p u i ^ l i n forming the ri d g e pole. There are c o l l a r 
beams at each set of p r i n c i p a l r a f t e r s . The lower p o r t i o n of the f r o n t 
r a f t e r s and butt - c o g p u r l i n s have been chopped away and been replaced w i t h 
u n f i n i s h e d t r e e limbs. 

LATER SIGNIFICANT FEATURES 

Most of the rooms c o n t a i n some v e r t i c a l board fea t h e r edged sheathing, and 
the f i r e p l a c e w a l l s i n the f i r s t and second f l o o r f r o n t r i g h t hand rooms 
are covered w i t h f i e l d paneling. The f i r s t f l o o r r i g h t room f i r e p l a c e i s 
surrounded' by a Federal or Greek Revival mantel. The chimney stack 
extends i n t o the rear f i r s t f l o o r room, w i t h a l a r g e f i r e p l a c e w i t h side 
oven on both sides of the stack. 

S t a p l e t o I n v e n t o r y form at bottom 
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SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD 

NRIS Reference Number: 90000169 Date Listed: 03/09/90 

Spaulding. Zeb House Essex MA 
Property Neune County State 

F i r s t Period Buildings of Eastern Massachusetts TR 
Multiple Neune 

This property i s listed in the National Register of Historic Places 
in accordance with the attached nomination documentation subject 
to the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments, 
notwithstanding the National Park Service certification included 
in the nomination documentation. 

n / j ^ . ' r , , _ ^ — 03/09/90 
r f ^ Signatu^^of the Keeper Date of Action 

Amended Items in Nomination: 

Geographical Data: VBD 

The handwritten scale on the sketch map supersedes the typed or 
print e d one: the handwritten scale i s the appropriate scale for 
the reduced map. 

This information has been confirmed with Ann T a i t , MASHPO, by 
telephone. 

DISTRIBUTION: 
National Register property f i l e 
Nominating Authority (without attachment) 
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F i r s t Period Buildings of Eastern Massachusetts TR 
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NOMINATOR: STATE 
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Please refer to the map in the 
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for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000281 


