


D E S C R I P T I O N 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED i_UNALTERED X.0RIGINAL SITE 

- X G O O D _ R U I N S ALTERED —MOVED DATE 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

' DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The John Wade House (c.1784-1794) is a central chimney, "Cape Cod" 
• "type house witil Ohe-and-one-half stories, situated at the foot of "Marm'*'* 

Simonds H i l l , To the west and north (rear) the house i s bordered by 
rock outcroppings which rise between ten and fifteen feet above the 
ground level, providing the structure with a sheltered and dramatic 
setting. 

The rectangular plan front portion of the house is set on a founda­
tion of rock-faced granite blocks and covered by a medium pitched roof of 
asphalt shingles. The chimney, s l i ^ t l y off-center on the roof, has been 
faced with sheet metal painted white i n the twentieth century. The five 
bay facade i s of the symmetrical, central entrance type. At the corners 
of the facade and flanking the doorway are pilasters with molded capitals. 
At the doorway these pilasters frame a recessed panel surmoTUited by four 
pane sidelights on either side of the plain door jambs. The door is made 
up of two vertically set recessed panels, the centers of which are 
slightly raised i n a manner characteristic of the Greek Revival. These 
decorative details of the facade seem to be the product of later renova­
tions and may have occurred under the ownership of the carpenter Charles 
Caldwell i n the 1830*s to 1840's. The gabled endwalls of the house have 
three windows each, one centered i n the gable, and one at each end of the 
f i r s t floor wall. The whole building i s covered by clapboards painted 
white. 

Centered on the rear wall of the house is an e l l approximately two 
f i f t h s the width of the facade of the house and two bays i n length. 
Fenestration of this wing i s irregular; however, changes i n window level 
show that the room closer to the main body of the house i s at the same 
floor level as the front house, while the second room is at ground level, 
apparently serving as a shed. This e l l i s set on a fomdation of brick 
and stone with no facings and i s covered by a pitched roof of asphalt 
shingles. A small chimney rises between the two rooms of the e l l , 
centered on the ridge of the roof. On the east side of the e l l , i n the 
corner created by i t s jtuiction with the front of the house, is a small-
paned glazed sunporch. This porch extends to the east end wall of the 
front of the house and one third of the length of the e l l northward. Ex­
tending across the rear of the roof of the front part of the house is a 
shed dormer which i s slightly concealed by i t s junction with the roof of 
the rear e l l . Entrances to the rear e l l occur on the east side of the e l l 
i n the f i r s t and second structural bay, and on the west end of the north 
wall of the front of the house. 

With the exception of the shed dormer on the back of the house, 
and the creation of a terrace on the west side of the e l l requiring the 
cutting of a door on the north wall of the front of the house, the 
building seems to be unaltered since i t s Greek Revivalization in the 
mid—nineteenth century. 
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