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'‘Address 195 state Street-

Historic Name Springfield Fire s Marine
Insurance Co. DS/
Use: Original Offices

Present_fyffAr.e.s;srhnni rirlministration-'»

| Private individual
Private organization

Ownership:!

Pub lic City of Springfield

Original owner Springfield Fire s
Marine Insurance Co.

DESCRIPTION:

Date 1905

Source The Spur, Septerober. 19 32
Style Classical Revival
Architect  unknown
Exterior wall fabric Limestone

Outbuildings none

Major alterations (with dates) none

Moved o Date
Approx. acreage Less than 1 acre
Setting Urban context; opposite historic

miissum Quadrangle; as last coininercial

building going north on State Street, it
forms an edge to the'downtown area.

Springfield South Quadrangle ™MPM additional sheets here)



CRITERIA STATEMENT

The Springfield Fire and Marine Insurance Company Building possesses integrity

of location, design, setting , materials and workmanship. Built to house the
offiices of an expanding insurance company, it represents the growth and prosperity
of the city in the early twentieth century. Additionally, it is a major local
example of the classical revival. Thus the building meets criteria A & C of the
National Register of Historic Places.

ARCHTECTURM SGNIHCANCE (describe important architectural features ad
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community)

This building is a prominent comer structure with characteristic proportions
and detailing of the Classical Revival style. The exterior is of limestone,
with the first story set in wide courses to create the appearance of a
rusticated base. The facade is 9 bays wide and 3 stories high, with a
recessed center entrance. The windows of the upper two stories are set within
recessed bays which are defined by two-story col\amns between each bay. The
building has a modillioned comice and above it a Classically-detailed parapet.

It is anciitstanding local example of early twenti'*th century classical revivalism
other related examples include several banking antJ utility company offices as well

HISTORICAL 'SYcMVIilZANCY"eNg™Man the role owners played in local or state history
and how the building relates to the development of the community)

The Springfield Fire and Marine Insurance Company was one of the leading

coitpanies in the city. It was fomded in 1849 and was first located in
, offices in the City Hotel. In 1857, the company purchased land at Fort and
* Main Streets and erected the Fort Block as its home office building. The

company moved to 195 State Street in 1905, remaining there until 1966.

The company was founded by Marvin Chapin, a Springfield resident who had also
been a proprieter of the Massasoit House. |t was founded on the basis that
J the insurance business should be kept local. Soon, a branch agency in New
York opened to service expanding western areas of the country. By 1860, the
marine insurance aspect of the business was discontinued, except for inland
risks. The entire capitalization was lost in the Chicago Fire of 1871, and

it took a 65% assessment of stock to restore capital. The Great Boston Fire
r of 1872 produced $250,000 in losses, requiring another 3% assessment to

restore the stock. After surviving these two disasters, the firm experienced

rapid growth into the 20th century. In 1958, it merged with the Insurance

Company of North America.
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. Moses King, King's Handbook of Springfield, Massachusetts, 1884, pp. 310-11.

Progressive Springfield, March, 1891, pp. 14 3-47.

Springfield Scrapbook, Vol. 28, pp. 40, 45, 50, 144
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