
FORM 3 - BUILDING 

NL-̂ SSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
294 Washington Street, Boston, MA 02108 

PHOTO (3x3" or 3x5", black S white) 
Staple to l e f t side of form 
Photo number 

SKETCH MAP 
Draw map showing property's 
location in relation to nearest 
cross streets and other buildings 
or geographical features. 
Indicate north. 

Recorded by M^rgn w^hh^v 

O r g a n i z a t i o n A n d e r s o n Not:1-er F i n e g n l H Tnr-, 

Date June. 1981 

Area Form no. 

3000 121 

-Town S p r i n q f i e l d 

'Address 195 state Street-

H i s t o r i c Name Spr ing f i e ld Fire s Marine 
Insurance Co. DSf^n/ 

Use: O r i g i n a l Off ices 

Present_fyff^r.e.s;srhnni r i r lminis t ra t ion- '^ 

Ownership:! I Pr ivate i n d i v i d u a l 
Pr ivate organizat ion 

Pub 1ic City of Spr inq f i e ld 

O r i g i n a l owner S p r i n g f i e l d Fire s 
Marine Insurance Co. 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date 1905 

Source The Spur, Septerober. 19 32 

Style Classical Revival 

A r c h i t e c t unknown 

E x t e r i o r w a l l f a b r i c Limestone 

Outbuildings none 

Major a l t e r a t i o n s (wi th dates) none 

Moved no Date 

Approx. acreage Less than 1 acre 

Se t t ing Urban context; opposite h i s t o r i c 

miiseum Quadrangle; as l as t coininercial 

b u i l d i n g going north on State Street , i t 
forms an edge to the 'downtown area. 

Assessor's Map #407 '• 
UTM Ref: 18/699590/4663660 
Spr ing f i e ld South Quadrangle ^^^^P^^ a d d i t i o n a l sheets here) 



CRITERIA STATEMENT 

The S p r i n g f i e l d F i r e and Marine Insurance Company B u i l d i n g possesses i n t e g r i t y 
of l o c a t i o n , d e s i g n , s e t t i n g , m a t e r i a l s and workmanship. B u i l t t o house the 
o f f i i ces of an expanding insurance company, i t represents the growth and p r o s p e r i t y 
of the c i t y i n the ea r l y t w e n t i e t h cen tu ry . A d d i t i o n a l l y , i t i s a major l oca l 
example of the c l a s s i c a l r e v i v a l . Thus the b u i l d i n g meets c r i t e r i a A & C of the 
Na t iona l Regis ter of H i s t o r i c P laces. 

ARCHITECTUR.'M SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community) 

This b u i l d i n g i s a prominent c o m e r s t r u c t u r e w i t h c h a r a c t e r i s t i c p r o p o r t i o n s 
and d e t a i l i n g o f the C l a s s i c a l R e v i v a l s t y l e . The e x t e r i o r i s o f l imes tone , 
w i t h the f i r s t s t o r y se t i n wide courses t o create the appearance o f a 

i r u s t i c a t e d base. The facade i s 9 bays wide and 3 s t o r i e s h i g h , w i t h a 
recessed cen te r en t rance . The windows o f t h e upper two s t o r i e s are se t w i t h i n 
recessed bays which are d e f i n e d by t w o - s t o r y col\amns between each bay. The 
b u i l d i n g has a m o d i l l i o n e d c o m i c e and above i t a C l a s s i c a l l y - d e t a i l e d parapet . 

I t i s an ci i t s tand i ng l o c a l example of e a r l y twent i ' ^ th century c l a s s i c a l r ev i va l i sm 
other r e l a t e d examples inc lude severa l banking antJ u t i l i t y company o f f i c e s as we l l 

HISTORICAL 'S^cMVilzAN^C^"''•'̂ (eĵ l̂ain the role owners played in local or state history 
and how- the building relates to the development of the community) 

The S p r i n g f i e l d F i r e and Marine Insurance Company was one o f the l e a d i n g 
coitpanies i n t h e c i t y . I t was f o m d e d i n 1849 and was f i r s t l o c a t e d i n 

, o f f i c e s i n the C i t y H o t e l . I n 1857, the company purchased l a n d a t F o r t and 
* Main S t ree t s and e rec ted the F o r t Block as i t s home o f f i c e b u i l d i n g . The 

company moved t o 195 State S t r e e t i n 1905, remain ing there u n t i l 1966. 

The company was founded by Marvin Chapin, a S p r i n g f i e l d r e s i d e n t who had a lso 
been a p r o p r i e t e r o f t h e Massasoit House. I t was founded on the bas i s t h a t 

J,. the insurance business should be kep t l o c a l . Soon, a branch agency i n New 
York opened t o s e r v i c e expanding western areas o f the coun t ry . By 1860, the 
marine insurance aspect o f t h e business was d i s c o n t i n u e d , except f o r i n l a n d 
r i s k s . The e n t i r e c a p i t a l i z a t i o n was l o s t i n the Chicago F i r e o f 1871 , and 
i t took a 65% assessment o f s tock t o r e s t o r e c a p i t a l . The Great Boston F i r e 

r o f 1872 produced $250,000 i n losses , r e q u i r i n g another 30% assessment t o 
r e s t o r e the s t o c k . A f t e r s u r v i v i n g these two d i s a s t e r s , t h e f i r m experienced 
r a p i d growth i n t o the 20th c e n t u r y . I n 1958, i t merged w i t h t h e Insurance 
Company o f Nor th America. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

B u i l d i n g Permits 

The Spur, S p r i n g f i e l d I n s t i t u t i o n f o r Savings , V o l . X I , No. 1 , September, 1932 
• Moses K i n g , K i n g ' s Handbook o f S p r i n g f i e l d , Massachusetts, 1884, pp . 310-11. 

Progress ive S p r i n g f i e l d , March, 1891, pp . 14 3-47. 
S p r i n g f i e l d Scrapbook, V o l . 28, pp . 40 , 45, 50, 144 
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NATIONAL R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S 

tatH«4 state* 
iattenal Parti tmrrtea 

EVALUATION / RETURN S H E E T 

Springfield Fire & Marine Insurance Co. (Downtown^ 
Springfield MRA) 
Hampden County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

r«submi«sion 
nomination by parson or local governmant 
ownar objaction 
appaal 

Substantiva Raviaw: sample raquest 

Working Wb. /AAAyA^^'^Jtr 
Fad. Reg. D a t a : ^ 
Data Dua- x - V f / j - ^ ' - y.2-/2.j-y^-^ 
Action: > C C E P T 7-

RETU R HZ2^EAA^ 
R E J E C T 

Federal Agency: 

appeal NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom. /Cri ter ia 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Data 

aee continuation sheet 

•Nomination returned for: 
technical corrections cited below 
substantive reasons discussad balow 

1. N a m e 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3 . C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4. O w n e r of Property 

5. L o c a t i o n of L e g a l Descr ip t ion 

6. R e p r e s e n t a t i o n in Ex is t ing S u r v e y s 

7. Descr ip t ion 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations/integrity 
dates 
boundary selection 



8. S i g n i f i c a n c e 

I l l f W l 

aummary paragraph 
compieteness 
Clarity 
•applicable c r i te r ia 
jus t i f i ca t ion of areas 

checlted 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relat ionship of in tegr i ty 

to significance 
jus t i f i ca t ion of exception 
other 

9 . M a j o r B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

^ 0 . O e o g r a p h i c a l Data 
mmml*tm\r ii 

11 . F o r m P r e p a r e d By 

12 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

\l M«w »oca' 

I Ortioer Mgnetur* 

13. Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to  

Signed 0 < ^ 0 y w ^ natP ^^A^ >- Phone: 202 272 - 3504 

Comments for any i tem may be con t inued on an at tached sheet 



NPS Fofm 10-MO-a 
(7-81) 

United States Department of the interior ^^^^ 
National Park Service For NPS UM only 

National Register off Histor ic Places 
Inventory—Nomination Form dateemered 

Continuation sheet Item number Page "^H^tA 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Downtown Spr ing f i e ld M u l t i p l e Resource Area 
State MA 

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature 

.31. Hibernian Block <^^er ^yZU^^^^ySy^^y M / / 

Attest ' 

EntereJ Tn tSe ; 
^2. Mcintosh Building National Eeglater ^Keeper /p(UAr^^-^-yA><y^ V 

Attest 
Entered I n tSa 

Entere'T Tn f i e 

^Keeper y? (AA'^ ' ^ - ' y / ^y^> i^ 

Attest 

-34. Haynes^Hotel Waters ilational Eegiatar. jit^epeT ZyZAAy^^-^^T^^^c-t^ 

Attest 

^5. Springfield District SuliatilkU^m, R Keeper %Uyc. y j n ^ A ^ J AT^/TI 

Count J ^ 
Attest 

, Entered In tSe ^y. 
Walker Bui ld ing National Register jflteeper /^O^cZr-t^-^.-^^^-, 

Attest 

Entered Tri ^8 i /> yj 
l i t e d E lec t r i c Company National Register Y^teeper ,o(A^.£^^-^-^-...yfZ^^^ 
Bui lding 

Attest 

^8. Radding Building Nation!l^EeSter ^ ^ P e r ^ ^ A ^ ^ ^ / ^ ^ ? ^ National Register 

Attest 

,59. Springfield Fire & Marine .^^!!^*2^1WIS / l ^ e r .^.UX-^^-^^^^.^ l/l 
Insurance Company ^ - " 

^ Attest 

40. Guenther & Handel's ^^"^^^^^g^^^i^fa iievia* Keeper 'ZZl^'-yl'-xJ^yi ^/t^^/p 

Attest 



A T I O N A L R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S EYALtJATlON / RETURN S H t 

vH*4 StatM 
tional Put aurrtct 

Springfield Fire & Marine Insurance Co. 
(Downtown Springfield MRA) 

Hampden County 

MASSACHUSETTS 

raaubmission 
nomination by person or local governmant 
ownar objection 
appaal 

Substantiva Raviaw: _ sample request 

Working No 

A// /n J 
^ A C C E P T y - ^ W 

Fed. Reg. Date: 
D a t a Due: 
Action: 

Snfered In t5e RETURN 
Hational Register REJECT. 

Federal Agency: 

appeal NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom. /Cr i ter ia 
Reviewer 
Diacipline 
Date 

aee continuation sheet 

• Nomination returned for: . technical corrections cited beiow 
.substantive reasons discus&ad below 

1. N a m e 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3. C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4 . O w n e r of Proper ty 

5 . L o c a t i o n of L e g a l D e s c r i p t i o n 

6. R e p r e s e n t a t i o n in E x i s t i n g S u r v e y s 

7. D e s c r i p t i o n 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations integrity 



8. S i g n i f i c a n c e 

summary paragraph 
compie teness 

— clarity 
app l i cab le c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of araas 

checked 
_ relat ing signif icance to 

the resource 
. context 

re lat ionship of i r i tegr i ty 
to s igni f icance 

j u s t i f i c a t i o n of except ion 
other 

9. Major B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . O e o g r a p h i c a l D a t a 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d By 

1 2 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

1 3 . O t h e r 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Quest ions concerning th is nominat ion may be directed to 

S igned. _ — Date, Phone: 202 272 - 35 : 
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