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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Newell Farm i s located on Main Street i n West Newbury, set back 200' from the street 
at the end of a carriage drive c i r c l e edged by spruce trees. The nominated area 
around the house comprises 3 l i g h t l y wooded acres, while the rest of the 60 acre 
property i s mostly farmland which stretches eastward to the rear of the house. 

The present farmhouse was b u i l t by Colonel Moses Newell i n 1846. The main body 
of the house i s a f i v e bay, brick, 2h story house with a center entrance. The ridge 
roof has gable ends to the sides, four i n t e r i o r end chimneys, and a Greek Revival 
entablature composed of a s l i g h t l y projecting four course architrave, above which 
i s a four course f r i e z e and a two course cornice of alternating projecting b r i c k 
d e n t i l - l i k e headers. The doorway has rectangular footings and l i n t e l while the 
windows are treated with inverted triangular l i n t e l s and rectangular s i l l s of 
sandstone. The front entrance has a six l i g h t transom and four pane si d e l i g h t s . 
The o r i g i n a l wooden front steps, weakened by termites, have been replaced by I h ton 
granite steps which were once footings from the ce l l a r of an old house across the 
street from Newell Farm which was demolished i n 1941. -

The north elevation i s three bays deep with two shuttered windows i n the gable. The 
south elevation of the main block i s f i v e bays wide on the f i r s t story, four bays on 
the second story, and has two shuttered windows i n the gable. The narrow center 
entry i s decorated with a transom and narrow l i n t e l . 

To the rear of the main block i s a narrower, two story extension two bays deep with 
a doorway i n the westernmost bay. Projecting south from the extension stands a two 
story kitchen e l l . I n the northeast angle where the main block and rear extension 
meet, a one story brick rectangular block has been added. 

The fenestration of the building i s a regular 6/6 sash except for the f i r s t two 
windows on the north elevation which flank a fireplace and extend nearly to the f l o o r 
l e v e l i n what was o r i g i n a l l y the ballroom. These two are 6/9 sash. Except for the 
center second story bay, a l l of the windows i n the north, south and west elevations 
have outside shutters. The o r i g i n a l 6/6 sash window i n the west wa l l of the kitchen 
e l l has been replaced i n t h i s century by an Anderson bay picture window. 

The i n t e r i o r contains 25 rooms plus main halls running east-west and side h a l l s north-
south on both f l o o r s . A l l the windows i n the main block have wooden i n t e r i o r shutters 
with six or eight panels and with various types of hinges made by J. CLark & Son, an 
English f i r m which began business i n about 1795 and i s s t i l l i n existence. Of the 
nine fireplaces, three are similar i n style and of marble, f i v e are of wood and soap-
stone or brick, and one i s brick with a wood mantel. 

A large clapboarded barn of the 19th century and a 50 year-old shingled, three door 
garage stand about 100' south of the house across the cir c u l a r drive. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Newell Farm i s s i g n i f i c a n t a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y as a fin e Greek Revival/Federal style house 
b u i l t from salvaged materials. H i s t o r i c a l l y , the property i s s i g n i f i c a n t f o r the roles 
i t s owners have played i n l o c a l and state p o l i t i c s and business, and because the pro­
perty has remained under continuous family ownership since 1761. 

Newell Farm i s outstanding a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y for the area because of i t s unusual size 
and materials. Most of the other s i g n i f i c a n t houses i n the region are of clapboard 
and f a r smaller i n size than t h i s stately brick house. Moreover, Col. Moses Newell, 
the o r i g i n a l owner, i s reported to have b u i l t this house with salvage materials from 
buildings demolished i n 1845 to make room fo r the addition to the State House i n 
Boston. Moses Newell sent his loads of butchered meat from the farm to Charlestown 
Navy Yard on a regular basis. Returning by way of Beacon H i l l , he would bring back 
loads of building materials. These materials were then used to b u i l d the present 
house at Newell Farm. Evidence to support t h i s concept includes an a r t i c l e i n the 
Haverhill Gazette of May 18, 1933, i n which L.W. Smith wrote about the farm: " I heard 
my uncle (Cyrus K. Ordway, partner of Moses Newell) say to some friends that Col. 
Newell bought the marble caps over the windows i n his house also the ones under the 
window s i l l s , the blinds, windows, and folding shutters, marble mantels and much of 
the f i n e woodwork of the house from one of the fin e old houses of Boston that was being 
torn down to make room for a new building..."^ There are three extra sandstone l i n t e l s 
that match those of the house, one of which was found buried to the rear of the building. 
Also, two of the windows on the south elevation are s l i g h t l y smaller than the res t , 
possibly to f i t i n t e r i o r wooden shutters which were smaller than those i n other rooms. 

* 
The Newell family has been important i n West Newbury history since the 18th century 
when Samuel Newell moved there from Roxbury and settled on the land which i s now Newell 
Farm. His grandson, Joseph Newell, who l a t e r owned the farm, was a Sergeant of the 
Minutemen during the Revolutionary War and fought on A p r i l 19, 1775. He also served on 
a committee to b u i l d the Rocks Village Bridge across the Merrimack to East Haverhill 
i n 1795 (NR 12/8/76, Rocks Village Historic D i s t r i c t , H a v e r h i l l ) . He was also a pro­
minent businessman i n the county and served i n the Great and General Court and as a 
Selectman i n Newbury. 

Joseph Newell's son. Col. Moses Newell, who b u i l t the present house, was active as a 
selectman and moderator f o r the town of West Newbury between 1822 and 1857. He served 
terms as a Representative to the General Court i n 1826 and 1841 i n addition to running 
the large farm. 

1 Haverhill Gazette, "My Recollections", L.W. Smith, 1933 



IMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Currier; History of Newbury. 
Coffin; History of Newbury. 
Colby; History of Essex County. 
Town Records, Newbury and West Newbury. 
Davis, William T; History of Essex County. ' 

[GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY S a c r e S 

UTM REFERENCES 

Am p p ^. ^. ̂  ^?)?^Y^,^p\ 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING  

cUJ I I . I • . I I • I . I • . I 

B L J I I • I • . I I • I • I . • I 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING  

oLxJ I I I I , , I I • I • I . . i VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

EQFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

Joseph R. O r f a n t s Margo Webber, & Newell Po t t e r P r ice 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 22 February 1978 
STREETS NUMBER TELEPHONE 

294 Washington S t r e e t 617-727-8470 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Boston Massachusetts 

J S T A T E HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERtY WITHIN THE STATB-IS/ 

NATIONAL STATE LOCAL/C 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665) , I 

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

Deputy 
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGN, 

j ^ j ^ ^ Execut ive D i r e c t o r , Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commissi'onQ^jg 
A c t i n g 

TOR NPS USE ONLY 
i HEREBY CERTIFY THATTHIS PROPERTY tS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

OATE 

WiBEfirr< 
ATTEST: DATE 

"is. 

m L f l W l!JI'TIII! l l)Hfl0iMALftfee«8T6ft 

GPO 8 9 2 - 4 5 3 



Form No 10-300a ,t, 
(Hev 10-74) 

UNITED STATES DEP.ARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

FOP NPSUSE ONLY 

B78 
DATE ENTERED J'-'L ? K 

CONTINUATION SHEET Newel l Farm ITEM NUMBER PAGE 

Over the years, Newell Farm has continued to be used for a g r i c u l t u r a l purposes. 
At one point the farm spread over 350 acres although now the property covers 
only 60 acres, most of which i s leased as a nursery. 

The Newell family has retained ownership of the property for six consecutive 
generations to the present day. Newell Farm continues to stand as a reminder 
of the Newell family's prominent role i n loc a l p o l i t i c s and business through 
the years and i s an interesting example of a fine Greek Revival house b u i l t from 
the salvage materials of h i s t o r i c buildings of an ea r l i e r period. 

lb? 



Form No 10-300a 
(Hev 10-741 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY NOMINATION FORM 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

RECEIVED l\PR ^gjg 

DATE ENTERED ^ . 

CONTI NUATION S H E E T ITEM NUMBER PAGE 

Property Sketch Map 
Taken from the West Newbury Town Assesors Map 
1977 
Newell Farm 
West Newbury, MA. 
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