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Newel | Farmi slocated on Main Street in Wst Newbury, set back 200" from t he street
at theend of a carriage drive circle edged by spruce trees. The nom nated area
around t hehouse conprises 3 lightly wooded acres, while therest of the60 acre
property i smostly farmand which stretches eastward totherear of thehouse.

The present farmhouse was built by Colonel Mses Newell i n1846. The nain body

of thehouse i sa five bay, brick, 2h story house with a center entrance. The ridge
roof has gable ends tothesides, four interior end chimeys, and a G eek Revival
entabl ature conposed of a slightly projecting four course architrave, above which
is a four course frieze and a two course cornice of alternating projecting brick
dentil-like headers. The doorway has rectangular footings and lintel whilethe

wi ndows aretreatedwith invertedtriangular lintels and rectangular sills of
sandstone. The front entrance has a six light transom and four pane sidelights.

The original wooden front steps, weakened by termites, have been replaced by Ihton
granite steps which were once footings from thecellar of an ol d house across t he
street from Newell Farmwhich was denolished i n1941. -

The north elevationi sthree bays deep with two shuttered windows i nthegable. The
south elevationof the main block i sfive bays wide on thefirst story, four bays on
the second story, and has two shuttered windows i nt hegable. The narrow center
entry i sdecorated with a transom and narrow lintel.

To therear of the main block is anarrower, two story extension two bays deep with
a doorway i nthe westernnost bay. Projectingsouth from theextension stands atwo
story kitchenell. I nthenortheast angle where the main block and rear extension
nmeet, a one story brick rectangular block has been added.

The fenestration of the building i sa regular 6/6 sash except for thefirst two

wi ndows on t henorth elevationwhich flank a fireplace and extend nearly tothefloor
level inwhat was originally the ballroom These two are 6/9 sash. Except forthe
center second story bay, al | of the windows i nthenorth, south and west el evations
have outside shutters. The original 6/6 sash window i nthe west wall of the kitchen
el | has been replaced i nthis century by an Anderson bay picture w ndow.

The interior contains 25 roons plus main halls running east-west and side halls north-
south on both floors. All the windows i nthe nmain block have wooden interior shutters
with six or eight panels and with various types of hinges made by J. CLark & Son, an
English firm which began business i nabout 1795 and i sstill i nexistence. O the
nine fireplaces, three aresimlar i nstyle and of marble, five are of wood and soap-
stone or brick, and one i shrick with a wood mantel.

A large clapboarded barn of the 19thcentury and a 50 year-old shingled, three door
garage stand about 100" south of the house across thecircular drive.
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Newel | Farm i ssignificant architecturally as a fine Greek Revival/Federal style house
built fromsalvaged materials. Historically, theproperty i ssignificant for theroles
its owners have played i nlocal and state politics and business, and because the pro-
perty has remined under continuous famly ownership sincel761.

Newel | Farmi soutstandingarchitecturally for thearea because of it sunusual size

and materials. Mst of theother significant houses i ntheregion areof clapboard

and far smaller i nsize than this stately brick house. Moreover, Col. Mdses Newel |,

the original owner, i sreported tohave built this house with salvage materials from
buildings demolished i n1845t o make roomfor theaddition totheState House i n
Boston. Mbses Newell sent his |oads of butchered meat fromthefarmt o Charlestown
Navy Yard on a regular basis. Returning by way of Beacon Hill, he would bring back

| oads of building materials. These materials were then used tobuild the present
house at Newell Farm Evidence t osupport this concept includes an article i n the
Haverhill Gazette of May 18, 1933, i nwhich LW Smith wrote about thefarm "I heard
ny uncle (Cyrus K O dway, partner of Moses Newell) say t o some friends that Col .
Newel | bought the marble caps over the windows i nhis house also t heones under the

wi ndow sills, the blinds, windows, and folding shutters, marble mantel s and nmuch of

the fine woodwork of t hehouse fromone of thefine ol d houses of Boston that was being
torn down t o nake room for a new building..."* There arethree extra sandstone lintels
that match those of the house, one of which was found buried totherear of thebuilding.
Al so, two of the windows on t hesouth elevation areslightly smaller than therest,
possibly tofit interior wooden shutters which were smaller than those i nother roons.
The Newell family has been important i n West Newbury history since the 18th century
when Sanuel Newell noved there from Roxbury and settled on t heland which i snow Newel |
Farm Hi s grandson, Joseph Newell, who |ater owned thefarm was a Sergeant of the

M nutemen during theRevolutionaryVWar and fought on April 19, 1775. He also served on
a conmittee tobuild theRocks Village Bridge across the Merrimack t o East Haverhill
in 1795 (NR 12/8/76, Rocks Village Historic District, Haverhill). He was also a pro-
m nent businessman i nt hecounty and served i nt heGeat and General Court and as a
Selectman i n Newbury.

Joseph Newell's son. Col. Mbses Newell, who built thepresent house, was active as a
sel ectman and noderator for thetown of Wst Newbury between 1822 and 1857. He served
terns as a RepresentativetotheGeneral Court i n1826 and 1841 i naddition t orunning
the large farm

1 Haverhill Gazette, "My Recollections", LW Smith, 1933
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Over theyears, Newell Farmhas continued tobe used foragricultural purposes.

At one point thefarmspread over 350 acres although now t heproperty covers
only 60 acres, nost of which i sleased as anursery.

The Newel|l family has retained ownership of theproperty forsix consecutive
generations tothepresent day. Newell Farm continues tostand as a rem nder
of theNewell famly's promnent role i nlocal politics and business through

the years and i san interesting exanple of a fine Greek Revival house built from
the salvage materials of historic buildings of an earlier period.
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Property Sketch Map

Taken fromt heWst Newbury Town Assesors Map
1977

Newel | Farm

West Newbury, MA
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