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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL, (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

DeBary Hall, located on the north shore of 
Lake Monroe in Volusia County, was built in 1871 
by the Baron Frederick DeBary, a prominent wine . 
importer. Built as a plantation house, it reflects 
some of the characteristics of the plantation houses 
of the lower Louisiana parishes, although its date 
is much later. /At the time of its construction, 
DeBary Hall was probably typical of southern colonial 
architecture of the period. Rectangular in plan, the 
rooms are large and have high ceilings. On both 
stories circular verandas grace three sides of the 
house, with tall, slender wooden columns supporting 
the roof line and first floor ceiling. The columns 
are one atop the other with arches stretching from 
the capital of one column to the capital of the 
next. The cornice of the upper entablature is some­ 
what more elaborate than those below and would 
appear to be hand-carved. / The windows all around 
are sash, with those on the side projecting into 
the veranda as bays. All windows both upper and 
lower are shuttered and painted a dark green in 
sharp contrast to the white of the walls. The main 
doorway has a four pane transom above it which 
help to light the hallway. ; The rppf is original,., 
arid 'of copper and has been repaired a number of 
times to strengthen the seams.. The back section of 
"thl e house is much''simpler in appearance probably 
duev to the absence of the double veranda and bay 
windows. In their absence, large brackets in pairs 
and at close intervals jut out under the roofline 
thereby making them of a decorative nature. Window 
treatment is the same, with the rear windows having 
a small lintel above. The house rests on brick 
piers with a lattice covering between the piers.

The overall effect of the house is one of great 
openness and airiness and it seems to fit very well 
into its setting making a marked contrast with t^e/pr;-, 
natural surroundings. 3 ^' r
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

x /DeBary Hall was built in 1871 as the plan^Ction 
house of Baron Frederick DeBary, a prominent wine 
importer. He wintered in the house until his death in 
1898. During this "period/ the house was the scene of 
many elaborate parties and the Baron became very well 
known in the area, perhaps through his close friendship 
with Jacob Brock, owner of the famous Brock House. 
Brock is probably the man who advised DeBary in the 
construction of his home since he had been in the area 
for ten years and had successfully built his own home./

DeBary Hall remained within the DeBary family 
until 1942, the year of Leonie DeBary Lyon Brewster's 
death. Her will stipulated that all the property 
including DeBary Hall be divided between her American 
uncle and her German relatives. This was not" carried 
out, however, and in 1942 sale of the. .land was made 
to the Paco Land Company. The land changed hands 
several times within th^e next .few years, until /in. 1959 
it was leased to the Florida Federation of Art for a 
period of 15 years. f> If at the end of that time "all 
stipulations were met and kept, the land would for­ 
ever belong to the Federation. Due to financial 
problems of upkeep, however, the Federation sold the 
property in 1967 to the Trustees of Internal Im­ 
provements. The Department of Recreation and Parks 
maintains a ranger on the premises and is responsible 
for all upkeep of the exterior of the building and 

.the grounds.
' ; /The Headquarters of the Florida Federation of 
:^Airt\and the Galleries are still located here and it 
'/•;$& open to the public during the week for a minimal fee./
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