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V
'"his stick style house is a magnificent exe.o-oAe of ? ts style, complete 
-71 th all the necessary elements. The organic framim?, so apparent on 
the tovrer vrhere it is flush vrith the exterior Trails, and elsevrhere in 
the :"rn.ininr of the norch and rrhere brackets Ahnish the overh.anrann; 
eaves, is 'tAe epitome of the stick stylo expression. At second r~ 
level, o- t>-e d.orr:,er nnd ti/o balcony, there is scroll v:ork. here 
too are tAree rove; o-f shi^-linr:, regularly indented, .^Ithoi-.'-'-: eise- 
vr'iere t'-e "idin." : : s 'ola-j.-i, either cla.pboa.;Thin. r ', cor, on one smiall 
section of toe rear, fli.:sh.boardinn. i The extension to t v >e rrost side 
is a recent one, bi-t ? s hannonions. ' local stor;?- that there is 
brick in the space between the- inner and o-iter ^-"ll" rr-s verified 
by a tour o'° th.e lionise, for in th.e attic the; brick can he seen rising 
between b'-e

The norch is 'iere].y an extension of t1 e frsv.in?? of the horse* T ts 
roiv^c arches liavc trefoils at t/-e spandrels, ."t t] le center arch. s. 
turned bar snans the onenin^ ?t the snrin^ of th.e arch. Abovx^ the 
Arches are franin-: Tneir.berSj ^ivinr the pore"-; its angular appearance. 
The railing is mould^.d, ond beneath are :-rov;-o of turned balusters 
alternating v.-it:- rro^ps of scroll SST; vror-- of arches ivh: ch cooy the 
larger ones vrith trefoil design; in the center there is a. siivlc 
turned baluster.

The v.n ndoiv openir^s on the front porch at both levels are IO^P;, 
reachirr- nearly to t;-e floor. On the second floor they provide a 
beautiful viev: of Lono Islard Sound. Tn the toiler and dormers the 
ivindoT.T- a.re smaller and arched. All have H orvred shutters cord'orminr 
to the shaoe of the vviro

Early photographs and stereoptican vievjs shov; cresting along the 
roof ridges . "he tria ims tainted a contrasting color; it is now 
the sane shade as the siding and the cresting is ?one. At t?ie peaks 
of the porch,, dorroers, and boiver are tall, - raccful finials. ; t the 
second floor of the porch are urns conpletinr; the corners of the 
railing, "^oth tl;e urns and particularly the finials are fine finishing 
details to a yronderf  ,-.].]. y detailed and "."el" executed ho*, so.

rrhe interior has kent its integrity as coLioletely as has the exterior. 
The ceilinn-s are psrtic-.O.arly ornate, vrith rosettes and panels of 
blaster     fork snrro-ndin^ tlie cl'iandei.iers. Tn the livinr room is s 
larp-e nanel of plaster vrori: vr'.tVi snail -odcllions in the cornersfv-.-Vich 
contain children in different activities \fiich represent the f our 
seasons a th.e year   spring, surjiierj autumn and winter. There is rr.uch 
stencilin^j all oni--ino.l,, in most of the upstairs roans and. in the 
stairway. One of tlic upstairs rooms has a parciuot floor; the rest 
arc less fancy.

The house has survived shore storms and hn -rlcanes and floods and 
retains its niece of prominence at 5-- tony Creek*
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Standing on the edme of a cliff in the Stony Creek district of Pranford, 
this larpe house coirrmauds a spectacular view of Lonr Island Sound and 
the Thimble Islands. Stony r'roek is a separate area of the town, with 
its own services and ^overninm body. One of the oldest fishing villages 
in the vicinity, it w~s once a summer resort, with the Stony Greek 
'Playhouse, a summer theatre with professional actors. Just off shore 
are the Thimble Islands: the larger ones were once accessible by 
-oas sourer launches and are still occunied by summer houses. On 
honey Island^ Cantain Kidd is said to have buried treasure.

Thus house is a reflection of the uoriod of the late 19th century of 
the leisure and onulence of the area. The matchin^ carriage house 
to the rear indicates that the estate was of some size and importance. 
The road ends ;just before the house and a circular driveway loops

The Dronertv was the sunnier home of Silliam Judson Clark of South- 
in^to" (b. 1025'). C] ar> vras an interesting nan of varied interests 
and talents. /.s a voun:"" man. the son of a. fanner., he iTorkcd. hard 
at hone, poin'" to school only Y.h.en h.e could be spared from the farm.

one was in emarre 01 a scmool am, 
he formed a Dsrtnersh«.rp with his brot% o-~-in-law, Fer'.ekiah C. Cuomin^s: 
together they hep-an Cumninp-s and Clark and leased a store at, ^itch- 
cocks las in on the Farrninp-ton Canal in. the southern mart o p the town 
of Southinmton. "heir three-year lease w-m 1 not renewed, and Clark 
we^t or. to the west, to California clrrin^ the Gold Rush. Sy iB^li. 
he had returned and established ./illiam J. Clark and Company with 
his two : 'oun^er brothers, Charles and lienry, in the h-illdalo section 
O'p Southinmton. Tliey made and oatented inventions in the line of 
bolt machinery and made nuts, bolts, mashers, and screws. ith the 
eominr* of t e Civil V :ar, the Clark Conroany was busy makincr machinery/* 
to manufacture mun screvrs. William se:rved in the ?0tm Connecticut 
"R.erlment for three years   nd. was discharged a r - a lieutenant. 'n 
1882 iie was nominated by the Pmm)ublican ; ; arty for the State Senate 
seat from Southinrton and won. TTrson his retirement, he lived at 
the Stony Hreek house wi.th his vvife, Sarah Jane Bradley and only
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The house is a very important structure, the most impressive in the 
area. Professor Vincent J. Scully of " '"ale finds it one of the 
best examples of the stick style of "che late 19th century. Of 
a similar hui^dinp" in Neiv Jcrsev by Carl Pfeiffer. lb?6, Scully 
says "it displays the anop'ee o:r skeletal expression all stick 
and no "rail, "with boldly expressed energies in its tensile 
relationship,"-'- Me p;oes on to say, in a particularly apt 
passage, that Irr lH'76, the st~<ck style had developed into "ani • " - - • • j O '
interrravcn basketry o:^ sticks",- The front porch, projecting 
ior;vard, the t^ll, steep—sided toner, and tlie ::'lainer rear, 
but still Y'ith fraininp- elements exposed, or laid on, and the 
brackets nrd overhan^inp eaves, all contribute to t^e anp*ular, 
graceful "bastetry" o:p "'r. r cully's description.
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