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Jenson Tunnel is approximately 1,180 feet long; Construction, much of it through
solid rock, probably began in late 1885 or early 1886. It was completed in 1887,

The tunnel has an average width of 14 feet, but reaches 20 feet in some places.
Its average height is 20 feet above the top of the rail, although it reaches 24,7
feet at one point, More than half the tunnel's interior 629 feet is unprotected
rock, requiring no arching, Nearly 384 feet of stone walls with brick arch was called
for at either end of this natural arching, A final 62 feet of stone walls with timber
arch and 118 feet of timber plumb posts and timber arch was required for the remaining

end sectlons,

The quality of masonry construction alone, especially in this day of steel and
pre-cast concrete, is noteworthy and therefore deserves preservation., Also worth
noting: Jenson continues to serve a state that was not born until nearly a quarter-
century after it was first constructed.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The United States today has many railroad tunnels,
only one was built in a "foreign nation,"
Choctaw Nation, the southeastern corner of present Oklahoma.
and only, railroad tunnel,

* % ¥

So far as is known, however,
It was bored in 1885-1886 ... in the
It is the state's first,

Present-day Oklahoma lagged well behind the rest of the nation in the development

of railroads.

Indian Territory embraced roughly the eastern half of the state-to-be

and the so-called Five Civilized Tribes recognized, correctly, that steel rails and

white encroachment were synonymous.

Permission had only reluctantly been granted

for construction of the Missouri, Kansas and Texas (Katy) and the Atlantic and Pacific

(present Frisco) Railroads,

They began operation in 1871,
however, there was no railroad building in Indian Territory,

For the next fifteen years,
And then, as lines

spread out in ad jacent states, the transportation gap represented by the various

nominally independent Indian Nations became increasingly important,.

to breech that gap increased accordingly.

And the pressure

Finally in 1885 the 49th Congress was bombarded with no leés than ten bills calling

for comstruction of railroads across Indian Territory.

The dam was broken., In

February 1886 the Fort Smith and Southern Railway (to be acquired by the Frisco Railway
the following year) was incorporated in Arkansas and it promptly laid plans to lay

rails across the Choctaw Nation from Fort Smith to Paris, Texas.

The date 1886 is

on the keystone of what was then called the "Backbone Tunnel” (for nearby Backbone

Mountain),

-

* ¥ *

The completed line was put into service in 1887.

In this day of frequent and extensive abandonments, the Jenson Tunnel branch of

the Frisco is still used.

(Its 90-year-old configuration, however, is not always able

to accommodate all of the larger modern freight cars,) And it continues to serve a
+ rugged, isolated, hill-country corner of the state that, in many ways, is little
changed from Indian Territory days,



EJMA]JOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Gibbs, Lawrence, "Only State RR Tunnel Bullt by FS& In '86," Stillwater
(Okla,) News-Press, Nov, 22, 1973, p. 3

HAER Inventory (Historical American Engineering Record - Oklahoma) - Duane
S. Ellifritt, Principal Investigator, 1974

HJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _c, 5,5 acres (1,200 feet long, 20 feet wide)
utm Rererences (figured from center of the tunnel)

alris] 1316,31215:0) 13819,2]1,6,0) sl JLl ol Lol o]

ZONE EASTING NQRTH NG ZONE EASTING NORTHING
Cl|| l_J . D[lJlllllllIl‘llél;llI

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

¢

LIST ALL ST/’;TES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE__ o v .;_COPE IV .QOUNTY o €0DE
STATE ' . "I:obe B COUNTY —— oot
.FORM PREPARED BY e -
NAME /TITEE ‘ - '
nutv B
ORGANIZATION : ‘ e : © ' DATE ’
torical Societx S September 1975
STREET & NUMBER . - - - ' TELEPHONE - :
: 405/884- 5456
CITYORTOWN s : Fal . - STATE
——L(klahoma City Oklahoma

.STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OF FICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL ___ . STATE_._. . 7 LOCAL %

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the Natibnal Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Publlc Law 89-665), |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the

Amf tN

Lo
el al. AL L g A L i




Form No. 10-301a
‘(Rev. 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH F ORM

A
SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS‘
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH

NAME

HISTORIC
1

AND/OR COMMON
" ]-"

EJ LocATION

CITY, TOWN _X VICINITY OF STATE COUNTY
Cameron Oklahoma LeFlore

] PHOTO REFERENCE

PHOTO CREDIT DATE OF PHOTO

Fort Smith and Southern Railway
NEGATIVE FILED AT

IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC. IF DISTRICT. GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET PHOTO NO.

Zerox of official tunnel sections schematic,
GPO 892-4



. 3

/ _ .
| ;\\\‘3 > .
:’J/\‘\\\\W\\‘ ; Y
.\\‘\‘f N — — — - ~Areroge - 10,‘” I \\
S T )'c \
N\\\ | ( ; [
7wy / N
< ec IO }rou So[d Jcﬁ ‘
W\?ereAr 17?% 5 ?of requ e 7 \‘,;(»/f

N Ares ¢/ Tnne/j’ec/‘oyj/a’(vf’/ )
or //7:—:‘; CUA/( }/g/'o/ oo f’:(’ﬁ//-—',

o"

ec i h/pere—frybeus requueJ !
Arec of Junpe! Sechon = 3545 5p /7
Lor /% ’4} Cubrry )i/z/r per 7 //oov

/O asay

SBC ion WBEroAycy DQ 18 fequrrﬁd s :
Ares of Jorne”, e uy 35;,)7,/ R
or /f. 2% rz, ,r /0,/, rer //a LA

':\

=7

,em//t» S

: lorya/o///)a/ -Sec/‘07

. N \\\"/ - a”e/ ' %
\\\\"\J\\Q\V\“y\“'x M‘”f : '/‘ ) s z ,‘f\ \ ’\/, Iy
-—\ﬂ'/’ “ \ . ) . ) B ) ) ;
s : - w»l-oe(", ey ofn—
- BaCH bone Iurmel
| 1h & Seutbery P
’ Tv P S(o/(’ /44"’7fj = //oa/‘.
i S rma= S "



