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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Digneo-Valdes House, a 1 1/2 story brick structure, was erected in 
Santa Fe, New Mexico in 1889 by Carlo Digneo, a prominent turn-of-the- 
century building contractor. Located at 1231 Paseo de Peralta, a heavily 
traveled thoroughfare, the house is just south of the New Mexico State 
Capitol in a pleasant neighborhood in which many of the former residences 
have been taken over by offices of various state agencies and legislative 
pressure groups. In excellent condition and showing superior craftsmanship 
throughout, it was certainly a stylish addition to the suburban neighborhood 
along Manhattan Avenue, as that part of th,e Paseo was known until its 
widening in the 1960s. An Italian immigrant, Digneo was a leader among 
his fellow countrymen in Santa Fe, a colony which prospered here and had 
significant influence in the town's growth despite its small numbers. Now 
occupied by the offices of attorney Walter R. Kegel, the house recalls an 
important era in Santa Fe's growth and two families who contributed much to 
its history.
Flanked by concrete urns used as planters, the walk from the street to 

the entrance is shaded by a large poplar. The building's facade is 
festooned with a heavy mat of Virginia creeper which contrasts with the 
dark red of the walls. Resting on a sandstone foundation, the four-room 
nucleus of the house is made of locally manufactured, hand moulded brick. 
Its cross-gabled roof is covered with red composition material topped by 
corbeled brick chimneys. With its large bay window and Eastlake porch, 
Digneo's residence was the height of fashion during the "Gay-Nineties." 
Other exterior details include semi-circular louvered windows under the 
eaves and colored glass panes at the corners of the front windows which 
are framed by sandstone lintels.

Originally divided into parlor, din-ing -room, master bedroom and sitting 
room, the interior is decorated with carved wooden mantels over two small 
coal burning fireplaces, elaborate embossed hardware on the doors and 
detailed woodwork characteristic of 19th century construction. The kitchen 
and extra bedrooms were in the basement until the first addition was 
constructed at the building's south end soon after 1900. At that time, «. 
bathroom was installed. About twenty years later, the second owner, Felipe 
Valdes, put on new bedrooms, also to the south. Final alterations were 
made three years ago by Kegel, the present owner, who refurbished the 
Digneo-Valdes House in a style which preserves its 19th century atmosphere. 
At the same time he enlarged the basement, making a room used as a law 
library which is surmounted by a large office for his own use.
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Born near Naples April 4", 1854 to Guiseppe Digneo and Teresa Corlochi, 
Carlo Digneo came to Santa Fe in 1880 with his brother Michelangelo. Here 
they Joined a third brother Genaro, "and brother-in-law Gaetano Palladino, 
skilled masons and stone cutters who had been recruited in the East to 
hasten the construction of St. Francis Cathedral, a monumental project 
conceived by French-born Bishop Jean Baptiste Lamy, perhaps New Mexico's 
most famous cleric. Although the cornerstone of this great edifice had been 
laid in 1869, it had been plagued with chronic financial problems and was 
still far from completion when the Digneos came. Soon augmented by the 
arrival Michele Berardinelli, also a builder and contractor who was to 
become Palladino's son-in-law, the local Italians seem to have adapted 
rapidly to Santa Fe's diverse culture. The Digneos and their relatives 
formed various partnerships which were responsible for erecting many 
residences and public buildings throughout New Mexico and at a few locations 
in Colorado and west Texas.

In addition to the cathedral, Carlo Digneo also participated in the 
construction of the masonry dam which impounded the town's first municipal 
water supply. Built in Santa Fe Canyon in 1891 r the project was viewed 
with dismay by those citizens who feared the loss of traditional water 
rights, a controversy which has continued intermittently to the present day. 
Five years later Digneo assisted Palladino and Berardinelli in constructiag 
the Bernalillo County Court House sixty miles south of Santa.Fe at 
Albuquerque which became New Mexico's largest community. In "1892 following 
the passage of necessary authorization by the Territorial Legislature, Carlo 
Digneo and Gaetano Palladino were awarded the primary contract for Hodgin 
Hall (National Register 1/78), the first building on the University of New 
Mexico campus, also in Albuquerque. At the same time, Michele Berardinelli 
was engaged in erecting its counterpart at the New Mexico School of Mines 
in Socorro. Digneo also built Santa Fe's First Ward School, an attractive 
brick structure at Canyon Road and Garcia Street until recently occupied 
by a well known art gallery.

In 1889 Digneo erected his first residence at 132 East Manhattan Avenue, 
now 1231 Paseo de Peralta. He had purchased the lot two years earlier from 
Berardinelli who, in turn, had bought it from Dorotea Archibeque for $166.70, 
Here, Digneo and his wife Angela Damiani, who had accompanied him from 
Italy, established their home and raised their family of six children until 
Angela's death in 1896. As the younger Digneos established families of 
their own they built houses for themselves near their father's. Among those 
still standing are two brick cottages one half block east at the corner of

(See Continuation Sheet Page 1)
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the Paseo and Weber Street and at 512 Weber.
Nine years after the death of his first wife, Digneo married Magdalena 

Delgado, a daughter of Felipe B. Delgado, one of Santa Fe's most prominent 
merchants and businessmen. Three children were born to this union. 
Delgado's residence, situated one block west of the city's historic plaza, 
is one of the finest examples of Territorial architecture remaining in 
Santa Fe. According to recent documentation its foundation was laid by 
masons who had helped to build the cathedral, an interesting connection. 
In 1911 Carlo moved his wife and children into a new 2 1/2 story brick 
house just west of his older home which he conveyed to his niece Melinda 
Digneo de Valdes and her husband Felipe Valdes. A son of Manuel Valdes/ 
Santa Fe's second mayor, Valdes was a rancher with extensive holdings in 
the Corona area of central New Mexico and, later, on Cow Creek in the 
upper Pecos Valley. The Valdes family kept the house until 1960 when it 
was transferred to their daughter Lydia Valdes Stump who sold it in 1971 
to Santa Fe attorney Walter R. Kegel, the building's present owner. 
Although Mr. Kegel has converted the house into offices and extended the 
building's south end, his rehabilitation has maintained its architectural 
integrity. In excellent condition, the Digneo-Valdes House remains in 
use and continues to be an important neighborhood landmark.
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