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Early Cotton Press
AND/OR HISTORIC:

LOCATION

STATE:

South Carolina
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STREET AND NUMBER: l"-- : -^ C^ "- ' 
\, '-, - 1 /> X v . . '"' '

h mile west of intersection of Routes 917 and 38 \-_ ^ ,\V-Y>^
CITY OR TOWN:

near Latta
STATE CODE COL

South Carolina 45
fr: CLASSIFICATION

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
(Check One)

Q District Q Building l~~l Public Public Acqui sition: 

n Site g Structure C3 Privote G ln Process 

D Object D Both D Bein 9 Cons

PPESEN T USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

I | Agricultural Q Government | | Park 

PI Commercial CU Industrial Q Private Residence 

Q Educational CD Mi itary |~] Religious 

[ | Entertainment 1 1 Museum |~~] Scientific
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Dillon 033

STATUS ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC

G Occupied Yes:

D ,, . , [ | Restricted Unoccupied — '
idered i — i o .- i SI Unrestricted luereu || Preservation work

in progress ' — 1 ^°

|~1 Transportation CD Comments 

n Other rSoecf/v)

OWNER'S N AME:

Eloise H. Smith
STREET AND NUMBER:

1459 W. Palmetto Street
Cl TY OR TOWN:

Florence
LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

STATE: CODE

South Carolina 45

COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Dillon County Court House
STREET AND NUMBER:

Cl TY OR TOWN:

Dillon
& fcEf RESENT AtJQN IN EXISTING SURVEYS

STATE CODE

,

South Carolina 45

TITLE OF SURVEY:

South Carolina Survey of Historic Places (Preliminary)
DATE OF SURVEY: 1969 CD Federal

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

South Carolina Department of Archives

Xl Stote Q County Q Local

and History
STREET AND NUMBER:

1430 Senate Street, P.O. Box 11,188 Capitol Station
CITY OR TOWN:

Columbia

STATE: CODE

South Cprnlina 4S
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CONDITION
I | Excellent Good Fair

(Check One) 

Deterioroted Ruins I I Unexposed

(Check One) 

Altered £] Unaltered

fC/iecfc One; 

Moved | | Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Original location at "Berrys' Crossroads", former site of 
sawmill and other plantation works, three miles west of 
Latta. Present location in open field li mile west of inter­ 
section of Routes 917 and 38.

^ J^ 
Built 1798 for baling ginned cotton, press constructed of c
pegged and doweled oak.^Shingled roof^ attached to and covers*4 
chiseled oak screw.16 inches in diameter.^crew still in 
working condition. Two shingled booms hinged at roof. Four 
large doweled beams support and balance structure. Press 
box housed at center of beams.

According to Walter F. Petty, F.A.I.A., press has "excellent 
joinery, especially fine chisel work on wood screw."

Original materials in entire structure except for minor 
repairs at base of legs and on shingled roof.
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Q Pre-Columbian | O 16th Century 

Q >5th Century Q 17th Century

18th Century 

19th Century

20th Century

SPECIFIC DATElS) (Jf >lpplicabfe and Known) 1798
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginol

(~~| Prehistoric

(31 Historic 

C~| Agriculture 

[~~| Architecture 

D Art 

[ ) Commerce 

1 ) Communications 

| | Conservation

Q Education

Q Engineering

0 Industry Rural

O Invention

D Landscope

Architecture 

D Literotu.e 

D Military 

I | Music

Q Political

Q Religion/Phi-

losophy 

Q Science 

Q Sculpture

Q Social/Human- 

itarian

Q Theater

Q Transportation

Q Urban Planning 

n Other (Specify)

Manual Craftsman­ 
ship (by slave 
artisans')______

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

U

co
"Z.

LJ 

LJ 

co

Significant in the field of Rural Industry as the only remaining 
cotton press of this era in South Carolina which used mule power. 
Although not now in use, it remains in excellent condition and 
illustrates the primary machine which baled ginned cotton.

Built and located at "Berry T s Crossroads" by Stephen Berry in 1798. 
Purchased and moved to its present location (% mile west of inter­ 
section of Routes 917 and 38, not far from original site) in 1850 
by an uncle of Mrs. John Calhoun Hayes to preserve as a structure 
identified with local industry and as a curiosity to passersby.

Recorded October, 1961, for HABS Survey by Walter F. Petty, A.I.A., 
Committee on Preservation; William Keenan III, Preservation 
Officer, South Carolina Chapter. Mrs. John Calhoun Hayes owned 
the early cotton press at the time of the HABS Survey. 
According to Walter Petty, F.A.I.A., it is an excellent example 
of manual craftsmanship and "should be preserved as historic 
example of slave artisans work on plantation." All parts are 
hand carved and, except for several repairs, original material.



ml ;|i$$P? ^pyOGRAPHfCAi «€FEfl£NCES

Julien, Carl and Dabbs, James McBi 
South Carolina: University of

•ide. Pee Dee Panorama. Columbia,
South Carolina Press, 1951.

||& Of OGRAPHICAL DATA
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
NW ° o . -

NE ° °
cp Ot m O t M

SW ° o , .

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
5 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
ROF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

- ——————————— 
LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
0 o • -

34 20 11.2 79 31 11.2

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: l_GSS til 3H ^ 3CVP

LIST ALL STATES AND Cp-dNftyjE^ fbR "P^ROP ER T 1 ES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE: ''.^\\'^' ^ ''• ' V*N CODE

/.'^' <Jy Af \ A

STATE: A"" ^/"^X^ ^ N'""' \ CODE

"~J S&f $ -Z" ' '\~\
STATE: __. ^ ,_ .^.J1 ,.' J • »__Tj CODE

\^A / ^C^ /-ISV

STATE: \^^' ^ ^^ /^X CODE

\^/> .. ^<<^/

COUNTY CODE

COUN T Y: CODE

COUN TY : CODE

COUN T Y : CODE

K. FORM PREPARED BY^Vf ^V>;^
NAME AND Tl TL E:

Dollie McGrath, Historic Resources AssiRt-ant- (NRR - Hisr-nrir PrPSPT-irflt-T np m'v'!
ORGANIZATION ' DATE

South Carolina Department of Archives and Hisf-orv 8/47 71
STREET AND NUMBER:

1430 Senate Street. P.O. Box 11488 Ca
CITY OR TOWN:

Columbia
12. STATE UAISON OFFICER ceRTIFfCAHQN

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National nfi J State Qg) Loo*! D

/$ r ^ /2
N.n* ( J^Ojfez 2 .^y-Q/y

Charles E. Lee / 

Title Director, South Cairolina
Department Archives & History 

Date /TKA/v » C^ „ / / / ^— '«-« f^ / t

pitol Station
STATE CODE

jSnufh C^rnliT)fi 45
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register, 
f /

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

Date / / '* —

ATTEST:

J ^

Keeper of T/fe National Register 

Date {/I f ¥' ") L-
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