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pC] Original Site

The site of Grow Wing is located eight miles south of %ainerd, Minnesota 
on the east bank of the Mississippi River opposite the mouth of the Crow 
Wing River. The town was spread out on about U30 acres of land, most of 
which is now in Crow Wing State Park. Crow Wing is situated on a bluff 
among rolling hills and is surrounded by -six marshes.

The _area was originally occupied by the Dakota_Jndians, but during the 
eighteenth century they were pushed out by the Chippewa. The firing pits 
which the Chippewa dug''before the battle! can 'stTirTfePseen, located on the 
east bank of the Mississippi River about 300 yards south of the mouth of 
the Crow Wing River. (See Significance)

The first white jbrappers entered the jCrow Wing^area i£__1767, and _ _ 
reached" its p6p)iila^i^pji^jpea¥ (6DtJ)""TiT^e""T86^d*sTT5ilj9l~th6 village from 
the logo's through the r66's was ̂ built directly opposite the Crow Wing moutq
on the east side of the Mississippi. The identification of the following 
sites is presumed on the basis of the limited documentation available. The

Fairbank Store, the Beaulieu trading post, Brown's Hotel, an old mansion, anc^ 
a Catholic Church and cemetery were located opposite the north mouth of the 
Crow Wing River between the branch' of the Red River Trail which ran along 
within 100 yards of the Mississippi and the branch of the trail which ran 
southeast to Sandy Lake. About I|00 yards north of this area on the Red

River Trail were the town well, government warehouses, and a ferry landing. 
About 350 yards to the northwest of the fork there was a trading post, and 
300 yards to the northeast of the Red River Trail fork the William Aitkin 
trading post, the school, the schoolmaster's home, and an Episcopal Cemetery 
were located. Chief Hole-in-the-Day's campground was about 600 yards north­ 
west of the fork, but there is no visible evidence of it now. There was a 
house along the Trail about 300 yards south of the fork, and about 300 yard£ 
south of this was the Allan Morrison home.

?ong_-6lLjWtifi_stjuictures at Crow Wing are still standing. AH that remains 
are 15 to 20 cellar depressions. One of these has been excavated to deter­ 
mine if it was the Beaulieu trading post, which it was not, but the rest of 
the ruins are undisturbed. If Crow Wing could be excavated further, it 
would add to our knowledge of Minnesota history, particularly the life of 
the prehistoric and historic Dakota and Chippewa Indians, the fur traders, 
loggers and the territorial settlers.

The boundary of the historic district is the same as that of the Crow Wing 
State Park as shown by the enclosed map.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Old Crow Wing is located on the eastern side of the Mississippi River oppo­ 
site the mouth of the Crow Wing River at the junction of prehistoric and 
pre-railroad land and water transportation routes.

This site proved to be an excellent one because the fur traders could send 
their furs down the Mississippi to St. L0uis. Old Crow Wing is a unique site 
in Minnesota history; it spans a period which includes prehistoric, fur 
trade, and lumber eras in Minnesota.

This area was inhabited by the Dakota Indians before the arrival of Eurqpear.s 
In the 3J:toj^nj:^ migrated west and south from the 
Great Lakes and c^^e the "Dakota from'the lakes of northern Minnesota to the 
plains and valleysTof southern Minnesota, One of the decisive Jbattles for 
the area of^rentral Minnesota was fought at.-the mouth of the Crow~Wing in 
the 1750 1 s. The Chippewa dug pits for concealment and protection on the 
east side of the Mississippi, where the current of the Crow Wing River 
carried the main current beneath a high bluff. When the Dakota came down 
the river, the Chippewa, armed with muskets, decisi^vel.y defeated them, kill­ 
ing many in the water and on,the cliff sides.

Where the Chippewa settled, the French fur traders-._soon.followed, and the 
first trader, Berti, established Tiimself at the^ mouth ""of "the Crow Wing in 
1767. The trade increased and was transferred from French _ to ...English to 
American management. ~^^^ing the^ext 60 years Crow Wing grejw with the fur 
trade, and in 1823 Allan Morrison built the ^row^Wing American Fur Post, 
which included a post, house, a barn, and an office. When Morrison retired, 
Clement Beaulieu replaced him. The first true settlement was established in 
Crow Wing in 18^7^ and it soon became^a center of trade in the upper Miss­ 
issippi region.

Because of its central location on the transportation routes, Crow Wing was 
a favored location for new industrial developments. The logging industry 
arrived in "ifildl and soon replaced the fur trade as the primary economy. 
Throughout most of the 18^0 ! s Crow Wing was a prosperous village. The town 
grewTff size and became the county seat in 1857. In the following year, 
however, a decline began with the Panic of 1858. A number of railroads 
planning to build through Crow Wj.ng changed their plans and bypas'sed'TKe 
village. In i860, the county government fa iled and was disbanded.

(more)
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8. Significance (continued)

The town still had a population of about 600 in 1866 although only seven 
families were permanent" residents. Shortly after this time, most people 
began to move away because of the violence among the large ^ndlan popula- 
tipn. near^ihe village. The Reverend 3. 0. Gilfillan writes in His History 
of Indian Missions in Minnesota, that for a period of ?5> days, there was an 
average of one murder a day in Crow Wing. When the Northern Pacific found 
that there were only a few families left, it moved its right-of-way to near­ 
by Brainerd. When this railroad was built in 18?U> most of the remaining 
people moved with the line, thus leaving the village almost deserted by i860

Old Crow Wing is a unique district in Minnesota because it is one of the 
surviving areas where successive themes can be researched through a century 
of recorded history and time-out-of-mind before that. This archaeological 
potential is unusually well preserved, both because it was deserted in the 
1880 f s and because it is now state owned. Here, in one area, a crossroads 
for centuries, the interpretation can include the story of prehistoric In­ 
dian culture which failed to survive the coming of the white man, and the 
story of a 19th century white settlement which failed to survive the coming 
of the railroad.
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