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1. Name of Property

Historic name  Masonic Temple and World Theater Building
Other names/site number ~ BF05-471

2. Location

Street & number 2318 Central Avenue Not for publication []
City ortown  Keamey Vicinity ]
State Nebraska Code NE County  Buffalo Code 019 Zipcode 68847

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this [xx] nomination [] request
j for detennination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets
j the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property [xq meets Q does not meet the National
Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant [| nationally Q statewide [xq locally. Q@ See continuation sheet for
additional comments.)

0~ f. Xo'M

Signature of certify" Date

Director, Nebraska State Historical Society
State or Federal agency and bureau

in my opinion, the property [] meets Q does not meet the National Register criteria. (] See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying ofFicial/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Paric Service Certification

héelgy, certify that this propenty is;
iVentered in the National Register.
[ ] se« co,ifinuation sheet.
[ ] determined eligible for the National Register.
[ ] see continuation sheet.
[ ] determined not eligible for the National Register
[ ] removed from the National Register.

[ ] other, (explain);
/"N n«”e ofKeeper Date of Action



Masonic Temple & Theatre Building
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5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)

X Private X Building(s)
Public-local District
Public-state Site

Structure

Public-federal
Object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" If property Is not part of a multiple property listing.)

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

Recreation and Culture - Theater
Social - Meeting Hall

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)

Late 19** and 20" Century Revivals -
Classical Revival (Neoclassical Revival)

Narrative Description

Buffalo, Nebraska
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 0 Buildings
0 0 Sites
0 0 Structures
0 0 Objects
1 0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

0

Current Functions
(Enter categories from Instructions.)

Recreation and Culture - Theater
Social - Meeting Hall

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions.)

Foundation Concrete
Walls Brick Veneer

Roof  Asphalt
Other

(Describe the historic and current condition ofthe property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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Narrative Description

The Masonic Temple and World Theater Building islocated in the Centrd Business Didlrict (CBD) in the city
of Keamey, Buffalo Coimty, Nelraska The populaion of Keamey was esimated to be 30,417 in 2008 The
CBD isdigned north-south on Centrd Avenue betwean 24* Avenue and the railroad. Numerous higtoric and
non-higoric commerdid and civic buildings contribute to the CBD. The brick paved Centrd Avenueis
syaraedfromthe conarete sdewaks by amdl planting gtrips.

The Masonic Temple and World Theater building islocaied on the northem edge of the CBD, on the southwwest
come of the intersection of Centrd Avenue and 24* Avenue Thefront(eest) fafade of the building faces
Cenfrd Avenue, while the north fagede faces 24* Avenue A smdl dley dong the west fagede pardlds Cenfrd
Avenue and provides acoess to the rear of the building. The Masonic Temple and World Theeter aouts atwo
dory commerad building to the south.

The dripped neodassicd  dyle, four gory building is dmcturdly constmcted of concrete, brick, and sed with a
light buff brick venear and marble trim. The eestam ad northem fagedes are veneared with the light buff brick
in acommon bond, while the westem and southem fagedes are venered with ared brick.

The main fagede faces eedt with four sgparate enfrances. The theater enfrance is recessad with asaries of non-
higtoric glass and duminum doors. The wdls of the recessed area ae tiled with smdl squere light blue tiles ad
a goece isdevated on eech Sdefor pogting movie advatisaments Two smdl commerdd dorefronts flank the
theater entrance. Both commerdd  goanes possess large glass windows and sngle doors: The southem modt
anfrance isanon-higoric double door for anocess to uppafloorsby adarwel ad devaor. Thisetffrance is
decorated with neodassca dements and the words "MASONIC TEMPLE" carved ebove the door in marble,
The entirefirstfloorlevd fagede hes renesssd and raised brick banding. The thester entrance hes a historic
avning-gyle marques with "WORLD" acoented in neon, extending over the ddewak. A decordive band of
marble sgparaes thefi rstfl oorlevd fromthe ugperfloors. The main shaft of thefrontfacade is defined by five
window bays with eech window bay consgting of pared 1-over-l double-hung windows All upper dory
windows ae origind. Rilagters extendf romthe bottom of the sscondfl oorto the top of the fourth floor.
Separding the second and thirdfl oorwindows are decoraive marble pands with Masonic eanblens Thethird
and fourthfl oorsare separated by pands condmded of dark red bricks. From the thirdfl oorcenfra bay

window hangs asmdl Masonic Sgn, sgnifying the purpose of the upper two dories.

Thefirstdory of the northem fagede is mdicated with a marble band demarcating the dhange infl oorlevels
Windows on the far eestem 3de to the fagede provide light into thefirstfloorlevel commerdd bay ad the
ssoondfl oorlevd office goace The ather openings on these two levds are for thester emargancy doors and
window gpenings that are currently boarded up. The mgority of the fagede is solid brickwork which corrdates

" Rypuaion Divison, U.S. Gas.s Bureay, Siooounty Edinetes FHle, Rdessad Uy 11,2000,
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with the goece on the interior where the auditorium islocated. The upper two tories possess the same pettem of
decordive pands as ssen on thefrontfagede. The rear westem fagede is condmaed of red brick with no
decorative pettems gpplied to the brickwork other than the common bond. A large door provides acoess to the
dorage rooms and utility rooms a the reer of the theater. The southem fagede isaso congmaed of red brick
with two doors providing aooess to besamat levd dorege and utility rooms A non-higtoricfi reescape extends
from the fourthfloorlevel. Windows are do to be foimd on the third and fourthfl oorsof the southern fagede

Interior

The thedter foyer retans its origind layout but nat its origind fabric. The interior was remodded in the 1980's
with theti cketbooth being moved to the Sde. The origind entrance to the auditorium wasfilled in with a
concesson dand. The new concesson area westi | edduring the remodding. Drop callings and carpeting are
found throughout the foyer and halways Men's and women's bethvoomsf | ankthe foyer asthey did historicaly
however they have bean modernized. The foyer enpties out in two semi-crcular hdlways wrgpping around the
auditorium. At the end of the southem hdlway is the thester manager’s office that hes drop callingsand wall-
panding. Two new enfrances weare aregted for the twinned auditorium goace. Oppogite the doors to the
auditorium are darwelsto the bacony level. The auditorium was twinned in the 1980's in an atempt to
Increese revanue and compdae Mdh larger multiple screen thegters: The twinning was achieved by removing the
s==ts dong the middle of the auditorium and congmcting awall. Theremaining seats in both thester goeoes
vay in ege with seatsfromthe 1960's intergparsad with ssetsfromthe 1980's. Thefl oorsof the auditorium are
conarete while the baconyfl oorsare condmcated with wood and conarete. The proscenium and Sege were
covered in order to aregte asrean for the new theater goace Having bean covered by the soreans tiie
proscenium and dage weae presarved. The proscenium arch is decorated with af | oral and rosatte plasterwork. A
rosdte meddlion pettem s repeated aoross the bacony wall. The bacony area hes severd rows of additiond
sedting with the projector room located againg the reer wall. Indde the prgjector room isan area for atoilet,
intended for the use of employess working the projector. The origina walls of the theater ae condmcted of
plaster however pands of sound absorbing materid are atached to the drywal and sud congmaed wall which
divides the higtoric auditorium goace The celling iscongmaed of plager with largefiirredplagter beams that
currently have noise asorbing pends attached, miming north - south. These beams tarminete dong the north
and south walswheare decorative bracketsjoin the beam with engegad columins rateraing the Neoclasscal
dyle of the building. Behind the dege to the west isalarge room for curtain confrols and utilities. Also found in
the backdage areaisasmdl sarwdl leading up to severd dressng rooms Benedth the dage in the besamat
are sevard rooms for gorage, and historic heating and cooling equipmant.

The ssoondfl ooroffices and third and fourthfl oorMasonic Lodge are accessed by the southem-most enfrance
on the groundfloor.A non-higoric door on the exterior leeds through a vestibule to a historic wooden door with
Masonic eamblams on the hande  Thelobby areafl ooris tarazzo, while the walls are mede of plager. Both the
devaor ad garwdl ae accessblefromthis smdl lobby. The devator dhaft is part of the originad congmction
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for the building however, due to a shartage offimds,severd years pessad before an devator was inddled in the
ghaft.

The offices located on the sscondfl oorare accessed by the sairwel or devator. Offices ae digned dong the
Quites eestlam dde of the building pardld to the adoetos tiled hdlway. A totd offivesmal office suites
compose the entirety of the office goece avallable. Each office quiteis capeted with chair rails atached on the
plagter wdls. All doors ae origina but mogt of thefransomsno longerfimction.A smdl tarazzo floored
unisex bathroom is located on the west Sde of the halway.

The third and fourthfl oorsare desgneted for the purposes of the Masonic Lodge. On the thirdfl oora carpeted
halway with drop celling leads around to the west Sde of the building. Off of this hdlway is aladies smoking
lounge with an attached bathroom and a men's bathroom. Farther west down the hdlway are a series of rooms
used for dorage and medtings. Another amdl hdlway extends of f and provides aocess to many of these
auxiliary rooms. Higtoricaly, many of these rooms were used to dore costumes for Masonic rituals. Leading
from the smdl hdlway to the eedt are two enfrances to the lodge hall. The lodge room is accessad by entering a
smdler room beforefinal lyentering the huge lodge spece. Typicd for Masonic Lodge rooms it isdesgned ad
arangaed as alarge rectangle with platforms cenfrdly pogtioned on eech wall. Sedting isprovided dong the
walswith the center of the room resarved for the dtar. The room is desgned with Neodasscd demants auch
& pilagers. A projector, located in the bacony, is obscured from view by a decorative wooden pand. Ore of
the modt interesting features of thislodgeisthe desgn of the room itself The windows and walls form ashdl
whichismodt dearly ssen when opening awindow to view the actud building envdope. Approximatey four
feat of goace exids bawean the interior walls of the lodge room and the exterior wals of the building, which
hes bean utilized for mechanicd sysgems The architecturd reasons behind this room within aroom desgn are
unknown, however it isimportant to point out the lodge room isthe only one in the building, desgned insuch a
way.

The fourthfioorhes an oekfiooredhdlway which leeds north dong storage roomg/offices before tuming west
a the coat check room. The hdlway terminates a the lbenguet room located on the west Sde of the building.
Ladies and men's bathrooms ae located on the south Sde of the hdlway. A large linoleumflooredkitchen,
remodded in the 1950’ islocated to the south Sdeof the hdlway and is commedted by ancther door to the
banguet room. The banguet room isdivided only byflooringmeaterid with mgdeflooringto south and capet to
the north. A non-higtoric door provides aocess to thefi reescgpe
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
K "X"In one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
r National Regjister listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history.

B  Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

C Property embodies the distinctive
characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction or represents the work of a master,
or possesses high artistic values, or represents
a significant and distinguishable entity whose
components lack individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mar "X" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:
A Owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.
Removed from its original location.
A birthplace or a grave.
A cemetery.
A reconstructed building, object, or structure.
A commemorative property.

Less than 50 years of age or achieved
significance within the past 50 years.

O Mmoo @

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explair)l the significance of the property on one or more continuation
sheets.

9. Major Bibiiographicai References

Bibliography

Buffalo, Nebraska
County and State

Areas of Significance

(Enter categories from instructions.)
Entertainment

Social History

Period of Significance
1927-1959

Significant Dates
1927

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above.)
NA

Cultural Affiliation
NA

Architect/Builder
James T. Allen

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this fonn on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

Preliminary detennination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has

been requested

Previously listed in the National Register

Previously determined eligible by the National Register
Designated a National Historic Landmark

Recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey _#
Recorded by Historic American Engineering

Record # ,

Primary location for additional data:

State Historic Presen/ation Office
Other State agency

Federal agency

Local Government

University

other

Name of repository:
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History

The comer lot where the Masonic Temple & World Theater islocated has served as an important center for
entertainment and socia eventsfor nearly a century. The lots where the Masonic Temple & World Theater Sits
were sold to the Masonic Temple Association by Enoch Eck. After purchasing the lotsin 1926, the Masonic
Temple Association decided to congmct anew building.®

Architect, JamesT. Allen (1889-1957), of Omaha, was chosen to design the Masonic Temple & World Theater
building. Allen first established himself as an independent professional architect in 1914, with an office in the
Brandeis Theater building in Omaha. Working inavariety of styles, Allen desgned numerous types of
buildings, such asthe ¢.1916 Ford Hospital, Omaha (NRHP-1986), ¢.1928 Ambassador A partments, Omaha
(NRHP-2005), and the nonextant ¢.1928 Daily Record Building, Omaha. Prior to constmcting the Masonic
Temple & World Theeter in Keamey, Allen gained experience in thester design with the ¢.1923 Roseland
Theater, Omaha (NRHP-1989).

Constmction on the Masonic Temple & World Theater Buildingfinishedin the fall of 1927, with the official
grand opening of the theater taking place on November 14,1927. Upon opening, the theater could seet 980
persons distributed throughout the auditorium and ba cony

The World Theater installed many of the new technologies in order to gain more cusomers. Nationwide, air
conditioning was aluxury to most people a the time, and became an important part of the atfraction of going to
the theater. Inthe early yearsof operation, the World Theeter capitalized on being air-conditioned, in an atempt
to gain more theaeter cusomers. Throughout the 1930's, in Keamey Daily Hub newspaper  advertisements
"Always Cool" was added to the "World" graphic, which was covered inicicles. Other local theaters such as the
Fort Theater (NRHP-2006) later mimicked the advertising of the World Theseter, in an effort to compete for
cugtomers wishing to keep cool.

Thethirty-two foot wide gage of the World, alowed for both movies and dage performances. The design of the
theater reflects a period when vaudeville sage performances and talking movies graced a sdage desgned to
accommodate both. The World used Vitaphone, the latest technology for theaters that provided audiofracksto
movies by playing phonograph discs. In terms of sage performances, the theater hosted vaudeville and amateur
talent shows such asthe August 15,1934 Amateur Nite, which featured songs, dances, and accompaniment
from the Guy Kite's Stage Band.* Another example of entertainment can be seen just two weeks later as
Hollywood and radio stars. The Purple Sege Riders, The Lonesome Cowboy, and The Arizona Wranglers

A Howdl, Alice "Mare an Brickyards' Buffdo Tdes 166 (1993); Nidsen, Magare. "Roats of Buffdo Caunty-The Scandanavians
RII" Buffdo Tdes 72 (1984) <htip/bdsusBTdes> anoessad 30 Uy 2000.

" Keamey Dally Hub 24 Oddba 1938,

* Kearngy Dally Hub 15 Augd 1934 g 6.
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gopeared on dage to paform cowboy songs a the World Theater. The Snging cowboys were accompanied by a
trick roper The ArizonaKid, and Texas Tommy and his wonder harse Baby Doll.* Throughout the 1930s into
the 1940s these kinds of paformances ware commonly a part of the entertainment program a the World
Theater. The theater d 0 goonsored philanthropic activities, such asthe July 11,1934 iiiit jar drive. People
were asked to donete a leadt twofinitjarsin exchange for thef reeshowing of Sunsat Pass, Unde Jake, ad
Popeye the Sallor. Thefi”Mitjars were nesded by the local Federd Emeargancy Relief Adminisfration office thet
oversav agarden ad required jarsfor the canning of food for the winter, “eedy familiesin the community

were the benefidaries of the canned produce.

Although the World Theater goonsored shows thet were popular with young crowds, they dso put on dows of a
more mature neture. Popular during thefirst haf of the 20* century, bathing revues weare aregular evat inthe
ammatime Without albeach or large pool areaavaladle to them, the people of Keamey, Nelraska would
occasondly hold bathing revues on dege a the World Theater, such as the one hdd on June 15,1934.

On the streen, the theater expaimented with midnight showings limited only to adults The movie The Burning
Question, better known as Resfer Madness, was shown for thefirsttimein Nebraska & the World, according to
aJanuary 23,1941 thedter advatisamat” This movie exemplifies the late night how and the theeter's atermpt
to kegp such confroversa andrisqueproductionsout of dght of the youth.

The ather mgor componat of the building is the Masonic Temple and office soaces. The sscondfl ooroffice
goece hes been leesed to numarous businesses over the years. In 1938 for indance office goeoe wes leased by
the Public Works Adminisfration while anew city hall building was being constmcted.

The Masonic Temple Association hes maneged the Masonic Temple Soece located on the third gory, snce the
building's completion. The temple oparaes in the same fashion as it wes origindly desgned, as ameding
goece for the various Masonic groups in Keamey. The lodge goece ad assoaaed dressng rooms wae
desgned for paformances of ritual swhich the memberdhip could view in the canter of the room. Besdes bang
thelocation of Masonic rituds, the lodge sarves ather purposes. Mot notably as ameating placefor community
socid evats hdd in the fourthfl oorbenoguet room.

' Keamey Daily Hub 22 Auguet 1934 pg 4.
* Keaney Daily Hub 11 July 1934 pg 6.

N Kearney Daily Hub 15 dune 1934 pg 9.

' Kearney Daily Hub 23 Janualy 1941 pg 5.
' Kearney Daily Hub 5 Deoamber 1938,
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Satement of Sgnificance

The Masonic Temple and World Theater building isdigiblefor listing in the Nationd Register of Historic

Flaces unde criterion A for itsassodaion with the sodid higtory and entatairmient hisory of Keamey. The
building hes saved as a thester and Masonic Temple Snceits congmction in 1927. Through the years the
building hes sarved to entartain people of al ages in the thester while the Masonic Temple hes saved & the
center of afratemal organization. Despite the nationwide downtum of recmitment infratemal orgenizations
during the lagt hdlf of the 20* century, this Masonic Lodge hes maintained its numba's as the various brandhes
have come together in their lodge goece Smilarly the thester maneged to survive until the 1990's saving as a
local movie theater with few mgor subfrective dteraions to the building. Overdl, the building hes mantained a
high degree of integrity, and hes remainad in the same use as it wis origindly desgned.
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property
UTM References (place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet).

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

1. 14 493593 4504662 3.
2. 4,

[1 See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

([Describe the boundaries ofthe property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification

(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

namefttle  Patrick Haynes / Historic Buildings Survey Coordinator

organization  Nebraska State Historical Society date
Street & number 1420 P Street/P.O. Box 82554 telephone  402/471-4770
city ortown  Lincoln state NE zipcode 68501-2554

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form;

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items

(Check with the SHPO or FPO fbr any additional items.)
Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

namefttle  Masonic Temple Association
Street & number 2318  Central Avenue telephone  308-233-7325
city ortown  Kearney state NE zipcode 68847

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate properties for listing or
determined eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request Is required to obtain a benefit In accordance with the National
Historic Preservation Act, as amended, (15 USC 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this fonrt Is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response induding the time for reviewing Instructions, gathering
and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the chief. Administrative Services
Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget, Paperworlt Reductions Project (1024-0018),
Washington, DC 20503.
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Lot 72 and the north hdf of Lot 73, Block 26 in the Origind Town of Keamey Junction, now the City of

Keamey, Buffalo County, Nebraska

Boundary Judtification

The nominated property indudes the entire parcd historically assodated with the Masonic Temple & Thedtre

Building, Keamey, Buffalo County, Nebraska
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Section Photos

Photographs

Photo 1 of 16
Photo 2 of 16
Photo 3 of 16
Photo 4 of 16
Photo 5 of 16
Photo 6 of 16
Photo 7 of 16

Photo 8 of 16

ic Data

Page 9

. East Fagade, Aspect: W

. North Fagade, Aspect: SW
. West Fagade, Aspect: NE
. South Fagade, Aspect: NE

. Interior, World Theater foyer, Aspect: W
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. Interior, World Theater foyer and stairs, Aspect: N

. Interior, World Theater screen 1, Aspect: W

. Interior, World Theater seating and balcony. Aspect; E

Photo 9 of 16. Interior, World Theater backstage room. Aspect: S

Photo 10 of 16. Interior, World Theater backstage rigging. Aspect: N

Photo 11 of 1

6. Interior, Historic door in vestibule to stairwell and elevator, Aspect: W

Photo 12 of 16.

Photo 13 of 16.

Photo 14 of 16.

Photo 15 of 16.

Photo 16 of 16.

Interior, Second floor office hallway, Aspect: N

Interior, Third floor Masonic Lodge room. Aspect: E

Interior, Third floor Masonic Lodge room, Aspect: W

Interior, Fourth floor kitchen. Aspect: NW

Interior, Fourth floor banquet room, Aspect: SE

OMB No. 1024-0018
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STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

October 1, 2009 T 2 219

J. Paul Loether

National Register-—National Historic Landmarl<s Programs
National Park Service

1201 "I" Street NW, 8th Floor

Washington, DC 20005

RE: Masonic Temple and World Theater Building (BF05-471)
Kearney, Buffalo County, Nebraska

Dear Mr. Loether:

Please find enclosed the National Register of Historic Places nomination form for the

above resource. This form has met all notification and other requirements as
established in 36 CFR 60.

If you have any questions concerning this nomination, please let me know.

Snagdy,

Deputy State Historic PreKefrvation Officer

Enclosure

1500 R Street

PO 60X82554

Lincoln, NE 68501-2554
p: (800) 8336747
(402)471-3270

f.(402) 471-3100
www.nebraskahistory.org



