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Property Name Humphrey House

tBurrill)
Indicate each item on inventory fom which is being continued beow.
SI GNI FI CANCE
The core of the so-called Hunphreys, or Burrill, House may be an early 18th

century single cell house, probably built with a rear |eanto, of unusually
| arge scale andproportions. Wile nmost of t heinterior is boxedand
sheathed with later 18th century finish work, the house contains a First
Period frame of quality craftsmanship which with it snotable exterior
jetties andunusually large proportions nmeets Criterion G and shows evi-
dence that further study would yield important informationt othe study of
Massachusetts First Period buildings, (Criterion D) Although noved, it
retains integrity of design, materials, workmanship, feeling and asso-
ciation. The useof a single transverse sunmer beam at t hefirst story,
with twotransverse ties at the second, i s unique. Those on the first
floor must relate t othe framed overhang or jetty, extending t osupport it
as do the end and chimey girts. Together with the limted evidence of the
partially unboxed rear corner post, these features arethe only visible
evidence of First Period construction. The probable plan of the first
phase of building, a singlecell of large proportions with added (?) |eanto
Is important plan information, although the idea that the house contains
two older frames nust also be explored. Further examnation i slikelyto
yield greater information both about the plan andthe construction of this
unusual dwelling.

EXTER OR DESCRI PTI ON

The Burrill House is a 5-bay, 2 1/2-story, central-chimney house with added
| eanto, framed overhanging second story on the front facade, andpossibly
hewn jetties at the second andattic story of oneendwall. The rebuilt

attic supports twoadded dormer windows i nthe front plane of the roof, and
a skylight inthe rear slope of t helater integral leanto roof. A partial-
ly rebuilt brick chimey protrudes from the roof i nfront of the ridge.

MAJCR FI RST PER GO FEATURES

The earliest core of the house appears t obe that t othe left of the front
entry. The main roomon the first floor 1 s19" x 19, that on the second
is 19" X 20" duet othe framed overhang on the facade. The frame i s unu-
sual inthat thefirst floor summrer i stransverse, supported i nthe rear by
a two-story post between the rear corner posts. On the second floor, t he
attic is supported by twotransverse sunmmer ties, which form a chord with ,
the principal rafters of the roof, consistent with simlar Salemarea

Staple to Inventory form at bottoi
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The chimey bay and main entrance, which contains a closed string triple-
run staircase with turned balusters of thefirst quarter of t hel8thcen-
tury, separates themajor roons. Those on theright side neasure 15" wide
by 16 1/2' on thefirst floor, andnearly 17 1/2' on t hesecond. A two-
story prick post supports thesecond floor sumrer behind t herear parti-

tion. The continuation of theframed jetty on thefront, and documentary
evidence showing possible hewn side jetties at each story, indicate a late

First Period constructional element. Cumm ngs suggests that the building
is conposed of twoearlier house frames l|ater joined together.

The rear leanto nmay also have been constructed at twodifferent dates. The
exposed frame behind t heearlier large roomhas a 1 1/2-" beveled chanfer
with A4-tYpe lamb's tongue stop. Fram ng nenbers behind t hechimey bay

cnradditl?n have elthe? A3-type gtops ?r pimple runout”stogj”tg t*e”*ngrpw
bevel ed chanfer, (both exist.) ADOvC, LUC -, pvterior

with thelater room

The roof fraae, a princlpal-rafter JVste. with 4 and5 P- Uns per”bay and

a di amond-shaped ridge pole, <=°"*=p°"Ar0g° "AJrfAf at |°ast t ot he period

21.-1 ?;-|r:Lrreir:AMMADIrAAR A AT A e A A A was removed Wien

the house was noved.
SI GNI FI CANT LATER FEATURES

1 N JNANND NN NNy AN NN
-(Ia-grl Fg?t s%'og%lf 'f?%rc])tr lr%to?r, 5‘% 218 & PoI]Jr ve’\freehané?" ARRA T TLAM VG n
covers t hefireplace "AJ-/" """A ANp, N aate. The handsonme staircase

an® rireplaren;a”el ~nr' of ~?hi "S«erJ: oL\s also of a later iSth-century
period, as arethepresent w ndow sash.

H STORI CAL | NFORIVATI ON

The Burri U House was noved t oit sP-sent site JAIAMEAAN AN ArgwrSIimrtef

'f ndsfapr5L?gri"n°conluL?ron ""tr~he”Se”"L" of Monunent Avenue,

™cnor ; "t ed DeDutv Govemor John Hunphreys, who

While thesite has ,DAANEANTENGANAGA| ANhe  physical evidence indicates a
di ed owning theor|g|nal site MMM Jhe phys . documentary
much later construction date Presumabl y, gr*™in Sr., who owned i t

evidence, i twas actually AAAA AN gefther Jonn 7

from 1700t o 1703, or hi sson Ebenezer Burrill,
1703 t o 1761.

i edt he house from

Staple to Inventory form at bottoi
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