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SIGNIFICANCE 

The core of the s o - c a l l e d Humphreys, or B u r r i l l , House may be an e a r l y 18th 
century s i n g l e c e l l house, probably b u i l t w i t h a rear leanto, of unusually 
large scale and p r o p o r t i o n s . While most of the i n t e r i o r i s boxed and 
sheathed w i t h l a t e r 18th century f i n i s h work, the house contains a F i r s t 
Period frame of q u a l i t y craftsmanship which w i t h i t s notable e x t e r i o r 
j e t t i e s and unusually large p r o p o r t i o n s meets C r i t e r i o n C, and shows e v i ­
dence t h a t f u r t h e r study would y i e l d important i n f o r m a t i o n t o the study of 
Massachusetts F i r s t Period b u i l d i n g s , ( C r i t e r i o n D.) Although moved, i t 
r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of design, m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g and asso­
c i a t i o n . The use of a s i n g l e transverse summer beam at the f i r s t s t o r y , 
w i t h two transverse t i e s a t the second, i s unique. Those on the f i r s t 
f l o o r must r e l a t e to the framed overhang or j e t t y , extending to support i t 
as do the end and chimney g i r t s . Together w i t h the l i m i t e d evidence of the 
p a r t i a l l y unboxed rear corner post, these features are the only v i s i b l e 
evidence of F i r s t Period c o n s t r u c t i o n . The probable plan of the f i r s t 
phase of b u i l d i n g , a s i n g l e c e l l of large p r o p o r t i o n s w i t h added (?) leanto 
i s important plan i n f o r m a t i o n , although the idea t h a t the house contains 
two older frames must also be explored. Further examination i s l i k e l y to 
y i e l d greater i n f o r m a t i o n both about the plan and the c o n s t r u c t i o n of t h i s 
unusual d w e l l i n g . 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The B u r r i l l House i s a 5-bay, 2 1/2-story, central-chimney house w i t h added 
leanto, framed overhanging second s t o r y on the f r o n t facade, and possibly 
hewn j e t t i e s at the second and a t t i c s t o r y of one end w a l l . The r e b u i l t 
a t t i c supports two added dormer windows i n the f r o n t plane of the roof, and 
a s k y l i g h t i n the rear slope of the l a t e r i n t e g r a l leanto r o o f . A p a r t i a l ­
l y r e b u i l t b r i c k chimney protrudes from the roof i n f r o n t of the r i d g e . 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

The e a r l i e s t core of the house appears t o be t h a t t o the l e f t of the f r o n t 
e n t r y . The main room on the f i r s t f l o o r i s 19' x 19', t h a t on the second 
i s 19' X 20' due t o the framed overhang on the facade. The frame i s unu­
sual i n t h a t the f i r s t f l o o r summer i s transverse, supported i n the rear by 
a two-story post between the rear corner posts. On the second f l o o r , the 
a t t i c i s supported by two transverse summer t i e s , which form a chord w i t h , 
the p r i n c i p a l r a f t e r s of the r o o f , c o n s i s t e n t w i t h s i m i l a r Salem-area 

Staple to Inventory form at bottoi 
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The chimney bay and main entrance, which contains a closed s t r i n g t r i p l e -
run s t a i r c a s e w i t h turned b a l u s t e r s of the f i r s t quarter of the 18th cen­
t u r y , separates the major rooms. Those on the r i g h t side measure 15' wide 
by 16 1/2' on the f i r s t f l o o r , and n e a r l y 17 1/2' on the second. A two-
s t o r y p r i c k post supports the second f l o o r summer behind the rear p a r t i ­
t i o n . The c o n t i n u a t i o n of the framed j e t t y on the f r o n t , and documentary 
evidence showing p o s s i b l e hewn side j e t t i e s at each s t o r y , i n d i c a t e a l a t e 
F i r s t Period c o n s t r u c t i o n a l element. Cummings suggests t h a t the b u i l d i n g 
i s composed of two e a r l i e r house frames l a t e r j o i n e d together. 
The rear leanto may also have been constructed at two d i f f e r e n t dates. The 
exposed frame behind the e a r l i e r l a r g e room has a 1 1/2-" beveled chamfer 
w i t h A4-tYpe lamb's tongue stop. Framing members behind the chimney bay 
: n r a d d i t l ? n have e l t h e ? A3-type gtops ?r pimple r u n o u t ^ s t o g j ^ t g t^e^ngrpw 
beveled chamfer, (both e x i s t . ) ADOVC , LUC -, p v t e r i o r 

w i t h the l a t e r room. 

The roof fraae, a p r l n c l p a l - r a f t e r JVste. w i t h 4 and 5 P-Uns per^bay and 

a diamond-shaped r i d g e pole, <=°"*=P°"^%^° ' ^ J ^ f ^ f at l°ast t o the period 

2 1 . - 1 ? ; - | r : L r : e i r : ^ ^ M ^ n i r ^ ^ ^ : ^ ^ ' ^ • ^ ^ ^ was removed When 

the house was moved. 

SIGNIFICANT LATER FEATURES 

The most significant later remains are P^J^^^? -J^^/^^i^^jfL^^tW^g 
earlier seoond floor roo., ̂ Big bold S-_ourve^freehand^p^^^^ ^^^^^ 

covers the f i r e p l a c e "^J-/' """^ ^^j , ^ aate. The handsome s t a i r c a s e 

an^ rirepla^e^;a^el^nr'of^?hi"S«erJ:oL\s also of a l a t e r iSth-century 

p e r i o d , as are the present window sash. 

HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

The B u r r i U House was moved t o i t s P - s e n t s i t e J ^ i ^ ^ f ^ ^ . ^ - ^ . ^ r a w ^ S I m r t e f 

!fndsfapr5L?gri"n°con1uL?ron ^ ^ t r ^ h e ^ S e ^ ^ L ^ of Monument Avenue, 

™«mor;^ted DeDutv Govemor John Humphreys, who 
While the s i t e has ,'^^^'^^'"^J^^^J^l^^he p h y s i c a l evidence i n d i c a t e s a 
died owning the o r i g i n a l s i t e ^ ^ ^ J ^ l Jhe phys documentary 
much l a t e r c o n s t r u c t i o n date Presumably, g ^ ^ ^ i n Sr., who owned i t 
evidence, i t was a c t u a l l y ̂ ^^^^.^^ e i t h e r Jonn ^ i e d the house from 
from 1700 to 1703, or h i s son Ebenezer B u r r i l l , 
1703 t o 1761. 

2 ^ 

Staple to Inventory form at bottoi 
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