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7. Description

CONDITION

fCnee* On*)

|X) Excellent D Good Q Foir Q Deteriorated

(Check One) 

£3 Altered Q Unaltered |

D Rvins O Un«xpo»«d

CCnec*OneJ 

D M»v^ g Original Sit*

f A 1-g story Dutch £olojiial farmhouse, gable roof iiith curved swept over- 
hangs, constrrict^d~oF"liativ3 fields ton accented with red sandstone sills 
and doorstrips; mortar of clay, straw, wool and horsehair; original beams; 
random ,d.dth flooring; 12 on 12 pegged windows with much original glass; 
fireplaces with enclosed chimneys ii each lo./er room and one in cellar for 
heat, cooking and baking. /•

Front hatchway led to dirt cellar floor; fireplace (l?85) intact; 
firebed is 6 1 >cLde, 2' deep and lintel of 8 1 ha .fed. tree trunk. This ' and 
inside stairway construction is interesting. The main part of the house 
has a center hall with ihitch doors o.i each end3to.'the exterior. There is 
a parlor with a fireplace and a. smaller rear room on each siae of the 
hall. Off one parlor is the three room attached resident guide's quarters 
wing. Off the other is the t/ro room kitchen extension.

During the middle 1800's dormers were installed for-bedrooms. There 
are two fireplaces on the second floor. The present inside bathroom belong 
to 20th century conve.iiences as does the central heating.

The living room of the resident-guide's 3-room attached quarters is 
believed, to oe the oldest part of the house.

The attractive grounds surrounding the building contain an herb 
garden with bee skep, orchard of old fashioned variety fruit trees, ex 
tensive lawn for gatherings such as annual Christmas .-tree lighting a.ii 
carol sing, pit saw demonstration and a flag pole. Y

' A first floor exhibit room has been completed for perm.ane.it displays 
and for individual collections.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

/In 1720 the Albert Berdan family established farming operations 
on the Preakness (the 1720 name for the tfayne, New Jersey are?). The 
/an Ripers settled in 1762, adding grist, sa.T and cider mills, blacksmith 
shop, tannery, smokehouse and slave quaters.

_In_1786, A/hen Uriah 31. 7an Paper married his next door neighbor, 
Maria Berdan, the t,/o families constructed the /sn Riper-Hopper house.

Nearly a century lator, in 1872, the srdat great grand-daughter of 
Uriah and Karia /ai Riper married Andre/; Hopper and jaye the house 
its present name.

The Van Ripers, the Berdans and the Hoppers all actively participated 
in local affairs ana in 181;7 aided in the formation of layne Township. /

All boloii^ja to the Preaknass Reformed Church and most are buried 
in its cemetery.

y/hen thj ho..stj was threatened in I960 by a proposed resevoir, the 
tounspeopie persuaded the .Vater Gornmission to reconsider and the 
//ayne Historical Conraission transforraed the Van Riper-Hopper House 
into a museum and birj. sanctuary. /

*This Jutch colo-iial stone farm house is typical of 1780's architecture 
and although altered somewhat much remains of the original structure.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National n State Q Local g]

Title CoitTiiiiic?sio ri(3r -OG^artmsnt of :
Environmental Protection 

Date May 1, 1972

STATE CODE
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.
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Chief, Office of Archeology and Histo&c Preservation
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