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BOE!ANG B-29 SUPERFORTRESS PRODUCTION IN WICHITA ~—
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Figure 1. B-29 Production (KSHS archives)
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Figure 2. Kaydet and B-29 airplanes (KSHS archives)
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Figure 4. Dodge City AAF Hangar, 2008 (Susan Jezak Ford)
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Figure 5. 1944 photograph of B-26 airplanes in the snow at Dodge City AAF.
(Wikipedia photograph attributed to Thomas A. Manning, History of Air Education and Training Command, 1942-
2002. Office of History and Research, Headquarters, AETC, Randolph AFB, Texas.)

Figure 6. Great Bend AAF circa 1944 (Collection of Phillip T. Schulz)
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Figure 7. Hutchinson NAS Field circa 194
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Figure 8. Partial map of Hutchinson NAS (Hutchinson News-Herald)
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Figure 9. Marshall Airfield, 1943 (Marshall Field archives)
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Figure 1

1. Olathe NAS Administration Building,008 (Susan Jezak Ford)
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Figure 12. Olathe NAS hangar and control tower circa 1942 (Johnson County Museum of History archives)

0" ¥

o B

Figure 13. Olathe NAS Hangar and Control Tower, 2008 (Susan Jezak Ford)
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Figure 15. Pratt AAF Barracks circa WWII (KSHS Archives)
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v MERATT AMF. PRATT, KAN
Figure 16. Pratt AAF circa 1944 (Collection of Phillip T. Schulz)

Figure 17. Smoky Hill AAF, circa 1944 (Collection of Phillip T. Schulz)
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Figure 19. Smoky Hill during WWII (KSHS archives)
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Figure 20. Smoky Hill hangar, 1950 (KSHS archies)

Figure 21. Smoky Hill AAF Hangar, 2008 (Susan ezak Ford)
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Figure 23. Strother AAF WWII band (KSHS archives)
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Figure 24. Walker AAF circa 1944 (Collection of Phillip T. Schulz)
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Figure 25. Walker AAF during WWII
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Figures 27 (left) and 28 (right). Hutchinson NAS Runways, 2008 (Susan Jezak Ford)
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Figure 30. Garden City Auxiliary No. 1, 2008 (Susan Jezak Ford)
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Figure 32. Coffeyville AAF Hangar, 2008 (Susan Jezak Ford)
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Figure 34. Liberal AAF B-24 Hangar, 2008 (Susan Jezak Ford)
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Figure 35. Topéké Hangar, 2008 (Susin Jezak Ford)
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Figure 37. Pratt AAF B-29 Hangar trusses, 2008 (Susan Jezak Ford)
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Figures 38 (left) and 39 (right). Hutchinson NAS Control Tower circa 1950 and 2008

Figure 40. Liberal AAF md Tetrahedron, 2008 (Susan Jezak Ford)
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Figure 42. Liberal AAF paint storage building, 2008 (Susan Jezak Ford)
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Figure 44. Garden City Storage Building, 2008 (Susan Jezak Ford)
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Figure 46. Liberal AAF Warehouse, 2008 (Susan Jezak Ford)
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Figure 48. Dodge City AAF Storage Building, 2008 (Susan Jezak Ford)
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Figure 49. Dodge City AAF Storage Building, 2008 (Susan Jezak Ford)
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Figure 50. Pratt AAF Parachute Building, NRHP, 2008(Susan Jezak Ford)
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Figure 52. Herington Water Tower, 2008 (Susan Jezak Ford)
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Figure 54. Strother AAF Link Trainer Buildin, 2008 (Susan Jzak Ford)
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Figure 56. Walker AAF Hangar Ruin, 2008 (Susan Jezak Ford)
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Figure 57. Walker AAF field of ruins, 2008 (Susan Jezak Ford)
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General Amold visited the Wichita Boeing plant on August 29, 1945 and summarized the effect of the B-
29s on the outcome of the war. “Soon after the Superforts completed their first strikes from the Marianas,
the. . .official Domei broadcast conceded that the planes were an unsolvable problem to them. And from
that time on until Hiroshima and Nagasaki felt the final blows carried by B-29s, all America knew that the
army air forces and Boeing Superforts could do the job they were assigned.”(’8 Due to the foresight of
General Arnold, the development of the Kansas B-29 airfields and perseverance during the Battle of
Kansas, the B-29 program made a significant impact on the outcome of World War II. The Kansas
airfields were a major component in the Battle of Kansas and contributed toward the war’s rapid end.

Air Fields

General H.H. Amold described the needs of the Army air force: “An air force is a balanced compound of
three essential ingredients—airplanes, combat and maintenance crews, and air bases.”® This balance of
aircraft, personnel and base facilities provided the necessary foundation for the needed fighting power,
effective training and strategic mobility. An airfield required a minimum of operating runways, a control
tower, communication equipment, weather apparatus, night lighting, shops and warehouses. Each unit of
the Army air force also supervised sub-bases, auxiliary fields, and bombing and gunnery ranges.”°

Each base contained dozens, if not hundreds, of buildings to meet these needs. In addition to buildings for
the airfield, cantonment (administration, housing, warehouses, utilities and infrastructure) and training, a
well-functioning base also included buildings for recreation, welfare and health care. A 1959 article titled
“U.S. Army and Air Force Wings Over Kansas” in The Kansas Historical Quarterly lists the buildings
constructed at the Coffeyville AAF, a typical Kansas base.

Airfield: 4 runways, 5 taxiways, 3 hangars, parking apron and control tower.

Cantonment: 67 enlisted men’s barracks, 25 cadet barracks, 3 WAC’s barracks, 8 mess halls, 1
guard house, 1 commissary, 13 warehouses, 11 administration buildings, 12 supply rooms, 1 post
headquarters building, 6 operations buildings, 1 fire station, 1 telephone building, 1 signal office
building.

Training: 1 ground school building, 2 miscellaneous buildings, 6 link trainer buildings, 1 chemical
warfare building.

Recreation and Welfare: 17 general recreation buildings, 1 chapel, 1 theater, 1 post office, 1 post
exchange. <

Hospital: 1 administration building, 5 wards, 1 infirmary, 1 dental clinic, 1 nurses’ quarters, 1
nurses’ recreation building.”’

68 «“The Battle of Kansas” Kansas Historical Quarterly 13 (November 1945): 481-484.

% Office of Air Force History, Volume Six, 119.

7 Ibid.

" «U.S. Army and Air Force Wings Over Kansas,” Kansas Historical Quarterly 25 (Summer/Autumn 1959): 129-157; 334-
360.






































































































NPS Form 10-900-a (Rev. 8/2002) OMB No. 1024-0018 (Expires 5-31-2012)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number _F Page _51 World War II-Era Aviation-Related Facilities of Kansas

The Pratt Parachute Building was listed in the National Register of Historic Places on April 22, 2009 (Figure
50). It is potentially nationally significant as a primary resource located on one of the four bases associated
with the Battle of Kansas and the B-29. The Parachute Building is among the most intact of the base's World
War Il-era resources, and it was listed in the National Register under criteria A and C in the areas of military
and architecture.

The following registration requirements apply to the parachute buildings in addition to the general
significance and registration requirements noted above:

Parachute buildings are significant under Criterion A in the area of military for their direct association
with the federal government’s wartime aviation operations from 1939 through 1945. These primary
resources developed quickly as part of the massive wartime construction effort.

Parachute buildings also may be eligible under Criterion C in the area of architecture. This Criterion is likely
best justified by discussing the design and form of the building and how it conveys it historic function. Integrity
of materials is not as important as retaining massing and form. Additions should not overwhelm the original
structure or obscure key elements.

Cantonment Property Subtype: Fire Stations

Description

Each airbase had a fire station, but only one retains integrity. The best-preserved fire station noted in the 2008
survey is at the Olathe NAS (Figure 51). The rectangular brick one-and-a-half- story building has concrete
accents that lend it a subdued Art Deco appearance. It contains one wall of multi-paned windows and multi-
paned sliding doors. It has changed little in its original appearance and retains a high degree of integrity. A
building identified as a previous fire station at Herington AAF is a one-story rectangular building now clad in
vinyl siding retaining little architectural integrity. At the time of the survey, it was used as a machine shop for
the Herington airport. ‘

Significance & Registration Requirements

These buildings are secondary resources — those that supported the key operations of the base — and generally
should be given more consideration toward eligibility as contributors to a historic district where physical
context can help interpret their functions. They can be considered for individual eligibility when weighing such
factors as rarity, architecture and integrity, and what other World War II resources remain on the associated
airbase. For example, the survey of airbases revealed only two extant fire stations (Olathe NAS and Herington
AAF), but the Herington example is ineligible due to alterations. The Olathe NAS fire station, which is a brick
building that retains excellent integrity and is individually eligible for its architecture and association with the
wartime buildup of the base.
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Figure 3. Dodge City Hangar during WWII (KSHS archives)

1gure4. Dod City AAF Hanga 2 (usan zak Ford)
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Figure 16. Pratt AAF circa 1944 (Collectlon of Phillip T. Schulz)

Figure 17. Smoky Hill AAF, circa 1944 (Collection of Phillip T. Schulz)
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Figure 31. Strother Auxiliary Field No. 5, 2008 (Terraserver photograph)

Figure 32. Coffeyville AAF Hangar, 2008 (Susan Jezak Ford)









NPS Form 10-900-a (Rev. 8/2002) OMB No. 1024-0018 (Expires 5-31-2012)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number _Appendix  Page 87 World War Il-Era Aviation-Related Facilities of Kansas

)

Figures 38 (left) and 39 (right). Hutchinson NAS Control ToWer circa 1950 and 2008










































