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8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria
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for National Register listing.)

53 A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history.

D B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past.
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of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.

D D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)
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D G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years.
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Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional Hems)
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(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

Please See Continuation Sheet 
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Summary Description

Three and two-tenths miles of the Logan/Esterly Middle Ditch (5.9 miles long in its 
main channel) included in this nomination. The ditch is associated with placer mining in 
the Waldo vicinity from 1853 (the date of ditch construction) to 1942 and the end of the 
historic period. In its individual configuration and relationship to adjacent mining 
resources, the Logan/Esterly Middle Ditch enables us to clearly understand the 
technology employed in varying periods to extract gold from the hillsides. The 
Logan/Esterly Middle Ditch retains integrity of location, design, setting, workmanship 
and feeling, and accurately conveys the historic associations for which it is significant.

Location and Setting

The portions of the Logan/Esterly Middle Ditch on Bureau of Land Management 
property are located in the northwest and southwest quarters of Section 22, the southeast 
quarter of Section 27, and the northeast, northwest, southeast and southwest quarters of 
Section 34, Township 40 South Range 8 West WM. (The remaining portions of the ditch 
are located on private lands). Access to the ditch is gained from Bureau of Land 
Management Road 40-8-28, approximately one mile from that road's intersection with 
the Waldo Road. Situated on a ridge at an elevation ranging between 1,600 and 1,740 
feet above sea level, the ditch is characterized by gravelly, sandy, soils, clay loam and 
serpentine (Shenon 1933: Plate 11, cited in Budy 1999:35HS11-505).

The Logan/Esterly Middle Ditch, originating in Section 10, Township 41 south, Range 
8 West, has an on-site plant community that is highly variable, but includes mixtures of 
Douglas fir, ponderosa pine, cedar, black and white oak, madrone, tanoak, manzanita, 
buckbrush, poison oak, and riparian vegetation. The lands crossed by the ditch are 
generally heavily forested. Water in the ditch was taken from the East Fork Illinois River 
and the ditch intake was located about two miles south of the mouth of Alien Gulch 
(Budy 1999:35HS11-505).

Between its point of origin and its termination at the north edge of French Flat, the 
Logan/Esterly Middle Ditch courses along the lower edges of Alien Gulch, crosses the 
gulch and courses northward along the steep slopes above the East Fork Illinois River
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before crossing Sailor Gulch. Next, the ditch tunnels through the ridge dividing Sailor 
Gulch and French Flat, crosses a saddle in Section 22, Township 40 South, Range 8 
West, W.M.), and traverses along the ridge slope west of French Flat to private lands on 
the north. Historic maps suggest the ditch provided water to Carroll Slough diggings, 
most of which is located on private land, as well as to the placer mines in Section 10, 
Township 40 South, Range 8 West (W.M.).

Site Description

The Logan/Esterly Middle Ditch received a variety of additions through its many years 
of service. In the early 1880s, when the ditch was extended to the north edge of Sailor 
Gulch, a tunnel was excavated through the ridge that divides Sailor Gulch from French 
Flat. Workers constructed a flume that supported an inverted siphon pipeline across the 
saddle in Section 22, T.40S., R.8W., (W.M.). Intensive hydraulic operations, most likely 
those at the High Gravel Mine between 1912 and 1918 washed out the original ditch in 
Alien and Sailor's gulches and the ditch was replaced with wooden flumes. The flume 
across Sailor Gulch was elevated about fifteen feet maximum height and some trestle 
supports remain standing (Budy 1999:35HS11-505).

Section 34, T.4Q S. R. 8 W.(W.M.) The Logan Esterly Middle Ditch enters Bureau of 
Land Management lands in the southeast quarter of Section 34. It courses along the lower 
edge of the ridge slope on the lower west side of Alien Gulch to a point directly below 
the Alien Gulch Mill site. At the mill site, the ditch crosses to the east across the center of 
Alien Gulch using a wooden flume, portions of which remain (Budy 1999: 35HS11-505). 
The ditch continues along the lower east edge of Alien Gulch directly behind the site of 
Alien Gulch Townsite and crosses a large gully with another low trestle/flume, most of 
which has washed out. The ditch continues along the lower edge of Alien Gulch and then 
turns north and contours along a steep slope northward to Sailor Gulch (Budy 1999: 
35HS11-505).

Section 27, T. 40 S. R. 8 W.(W.M) The Logan/Esterly Middle Ditch crosses a small 
portion of private lands before it enters Sailor Gulch. The ditch channel on the south side 
of Sailor Gulch exceeds twenty feet in width. The ditch was washed out where it once 
crossed the center of Sailor Gulch and was replaced with a flume/trestle (F) which,



NFS Form 10-900-A OMB Approval No. 1024-0018 (8-86)

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet

Mining Resources of the Upper Illinois Valley 
Logan Esterly Middle Ditch

Section Number: 7 Page: 3

although deteriorated, preserves important construction features. Water was channeled in 
metal-lined trough supported on the fifteen-foot high trestle (Budy 1999: 35HS11-505).

After crossing the gulch, the ditch traverses along the lower edge of Sailor Gulch for a 
short distance and then enters a tunnel to cross below the saddle on the ridge between 
Sailor Gulch and French Flat. The tunnel has collapsed, but piled earth below the tunnel 
mouth, indicates it required considerable excavation of materials. The north end of the 
tunnel is on private lands and the ditch traverses west and then north along the slope and 
contours across private lands to the section line between Sections 27 and 22 (Budy 1999: 
35HS11-505).

Section 22, T. 40 S. R. 8 W. fW.M.) The ditch enters Bureau of Land Management 
property in Section 22 from private lands south of the section line, courses along the 
upper edge of a low ridge at about 1600 feet elevation and crosses the saddle using an 
inverted siphon. The siphon consists of a twenty-four inch diameter metal pipe supported 
by a low wooden flume. Sections of the hydraulic pipe and wooden flume are well 
preserved on the slope above and southeast of the tunnel, but only faint traces of the 
wooden supports are visible northwest of the Wimer tunnel. Approximately fifty feet 
west of the ditch lie the deteriorated remains of a cabin with archaeological evidence that 
suggests miners occupied it between 1915 and 1930 (Budy 1999: 35HS11-505).

The ditch then travels northward along the upper edge of another low ridge along the 
west side of French Flat. Near the north end of Section 27, the ditch branches. One arm 
crosses the saddle via a low tunnel-like cut. The other arm courses along the slope above 
the Esterly Chromite Mine and eventually moves onto private lands in Section 15.

Integrity

The portions of the Logan/Esterly Middle Ditch on Bureau of Land Management 
property are well preserved although some re-vegetation of the berm and channel has 
occurred. Although the flumes, piping, and tunnel are deteriorated, the ditch channel 
itself retains integrity of location, setting, design, and feeling and conveys associations 
with placer mining activities in the Waldo vicinity.
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Significance

The Logan/Esterly Middle Ditch, like other mining ditches, had many names 
throughout its long history. For purposes of this nomination, the Logan and Esterly 
names, prominently associated with the ditch during the period of significance have been 
selected to identify the waterway.

The Logan/Esterly Middle Ditch, one of six properties in this nomination associated 
with the Logan/Esterly mining operations, was constructed in 1853 and used 
continuously until 1942. The ditch is locally significant for its association with mining 
the Upper Illinois Valley. Submitted as part of a multiple property submission, "Mining 
Resources of the Upper Illinois Valley, Oregon," the Logan/Esterly Middle Ditch 
represents its associated historic context, "Gold Placer Mining and Development of the 
Waldo Vicinity, 1851-1942." The Logan/Esterly Middle Ditch meets the registration 
requirements outlined in the registration document. Built and first used in 1853, the 
Logan/Esterly Middle Ditch was developed and used throughout the historic period. It 
retains integrity of location, setting, design and feeling and evokes direct historic 
associations with mining in the Upper Illinois Valley. The Logan/Esterly Middle Ditch is 
eligible to the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion A as an important, 
tangible representative of historic mining activities in the Upper Illinois Valley.

The Logan/Esterly Middle Ditch [Middle Ditch] was built in 1852-1853 by the 
Sailors' Diggings Water Mining and Milling Company to bring water from the East Fork 
of the Illinois River to the mines (Street and Street 1973: 3). The company consisted of 
B.J. Bell, R.H. Deaderrich, Henry Kenady, George Sam Rice, Sherman Stevens, James B. 
Taylor and John Waters. These men used the water to operate their own mines and a 
sawmill and they also sold water to the other mine owners. The ditch, originally three 
miles long, provided water to the lower part of Alien and Sailors' gulches and supplied 
miners working these areas between the 1850's and early 1870s.

About 1883, George Simmons acquired extensive mining property located on the 
former Samuel Scott Donation Land Claim. He soon sold a half-interest in the property to 
Frank Ennis and Theodoric Cameron. Mining records show that Frank Ennis et. al.
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established the groups first placer location on February 26, 1883 (Josephine County 
Mining Records 4:368). In 1887 Theodoric Cameron located additional mining ground 
(Josephine County Mining Records 5:135). Holding 900 acres, the firm was known as 
Ennis, Simmons and Co. (Josephine County Deeds 3:300; Rogue River Courier July 30, 
1886; Chapman Publishing Company 1904:229.)

Simmons, Cameron and Ennis obtained water rights to the Upper and Middle Ditches 
and put in a long placer mining tail race more than three miles long and in some places 
over seventy feet deep. In 1886 the local newspaper noted, " The company has an 
immense ditch which they take from the river on the line of the old ditch but which has 
been enlarged....( Rogue River Courier July 30, 1886 in Street: 1973: 30).

Ennis eventually sold out his interest in the company and when James T. Logan joined 
Simmons and Cameron in the endeavor, the mine became known as the Simmons, 
Cameron and Logan Mine. In September 1900, Logan married Ella Simmons, daughter 
of George and Jane Simmons. Following his father-in-law's death on October 6, 1901, 
Logan assumed management of operations (Josephine County Marriage Records; 
Chapman Publishing Company 1904: 986; Grants Pass Daily Courier December 31, 
1927, 1:6; Grants Pass Bulletin January 29, 1937,1:6; Josephine County Mining Records, 
4:457).

In March 1902 James Logan acquired the Cameron share of the mining property known 
as the 'Simmons and Cameron claims.' The transfer included improvements described as 
the Upper Ditch, the Upper race, the Lower Main Pipe Ditch and the main sluice ditch 
(Josephine County Mining Records 4:476). At this time, the Middle Ditch was extended 
to the north to access several placer mines near Carroll Slough. From 1907 on, Logan 
focused much of his mining efforts on four pits in the French Flat area. While ample 
water was available during the mining season, Logan operated hydraulic giants in the 
pits, as well as two hydraulic elevators and one giant for stacking tailings (Shenon 
1933:187). The Logan/Esterly Upper and Middle Upper Ditches provided water for these 
operations.
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In 1916 geologists noted that the Logan Simmons and Cameron mine, "commonly 
known as the Logan Placer," was under option to George Esterly of Seattle, Washington. 
Geologists described the property at that time:

Several long ditches carry water from the higher portions of the 
east and west forks of the Illinois River to the placer ground. 
.. .There are three ditches, the water from one being used in the 
elevator under a head of 325 feet, that from another being 
employed in 2 giants, and that from the third being used to clear 
away the tailings from the end of the sluice at the head of the 
elevator (Parks and Swartley 1916:143)

On June 26, 1917 George and Marilla Esterly and James Logan located a placer claim, 
and on August 16, 1917 Logan sold his part in the mining operation to the Waldo 
Corporation of Seattle, Washington. George M. Esterly was the company's general 
manager (Josephine County Deed Records 28:276). After 1917, the Middle Ditch came to 
be known as Esterly's Middle Ditch. (Budy 199:35HS11-505).

George Esterly was born June 15, 1868 in Wisconsin. Described in the Portland 
Oregonian as "one of the best-known mining men in the west," Esterly was a mechanical 
and mining engineer who had developed extensive Alaskan mining interests. He and his 
wife, Marilla Esterly invested in a sizeable tract and gave the name Llano de Oro or Plain 
of Gold to their mine. With their purchase the mines and the ditch increasingly became 
known under the Esterly name. The Esterlys extensively modified the Logan home near 
the Waldo road and installed up-to-date mining equipment on the property. Esterly 
would live out his life at Waldo where he died on December 2, 1931 (Portland 
Oregonian December 4, 1931, 19:5-6).

In December 1920, the Waldo Corporation sold mining property not owned personally 
by the Esterly family, to Seattle buyers (Josephine County Deeds 52:360). In June 1923, 
these buyers sold to G.W. Hales of Cook County Illinois (Josephine County Deed 
Records 62:512). In the 1930s, G.W. Hales leased out the mining property to others who 
worked the property until July 1942 (Hill 1979: 78). The Logan/Esterly Ditch Middle 
Ditch remained in use by these lessees and others until 1942.
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A map showing locations of the twenty resources included in this Multiple Property 
Submission is contained with the cover document. Photocopied sections of the USGS 
map indicating the location of Logan/Esterly Middle Ditch accompanies the nomination 
document.

Boundary Description

The 3.2 mile nominated area of the Logan/Esterly Middle Ditch is located on public 
lands in the northwest and southwest quarters of Section 22, the southeast quarter of 
Section 27, and the northeast, northwest, southeast and southwest quarters of Section 34, 
Township 40 South Range 8 West, (W.M.), Josephine County Oregon. This property is 
identified on USGS map O'Brien quadrangle (7.5 minute series). The site is further 
described as follows:

Nominated portions of the Logan/Esterly Middle Ditch, a linear feature, begin at the 
intersection of the ditch and the southern boundary of Tax Lot 700 in the NW % of the 
SE 1A of Section 34, T. 40 S. R. 8W., (W.M.), (as shown on Josephine County Assessor's 
Map 40-8-34). The ditch then extends north into Section 34 T. 40 S. R. 8 W, (W.M.) and 
continues further north into Section 27, T. 40 S., R. 8 W., (W.M.) The first segment of 
the nominated portion ends at the eastern boundary of Tax Lot 700 in the NE 1/4 of 
Section 34, T. 40S, R. 8W. (W.M.) The portion of the ditch that continues northward 
from this point is on private land, and is not proposed for nomination at this time.

The second nominated segment of the Logan/Esterly Middle Ditch begins on French 
Flat at the point where the ditch crosses the southern boundary of Tax Lot 200 in the S W 
!/4 of Section 22, T. 40 S., R. 8 W., (W.M.). This segment extends north to its intersection 
with the northern property boundary of Tax Lot 200 in the NW V* of Section 22, T. 40 S., 
R. 8 W., (W.M.), which is also the Section 22/15 section line.

The portions of the Logan/Esterly Middle Ditch thus described, constitute the centerline 
of the linear site. The side boundaries are lines of convenience parallel to the ditch 50 feet 
on each side of the ditch. The resulting site is 100 feet wide, following the contours of the 
ditch. The nominated area of the Logan/Esterly Middle Ditch contains 38.757 acres.
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Boundary Justification

The boundaries of the nominated area of the Logan/Esterly Middle Ditch encompasses 
approximately three miles of the original eight mile long historic ditch channel on lands 
administered by the Bureau of Land Management.
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UTM References 

Zone Location

10 1 n. end

2 n. end spur

3 n. section 
s.end

4 s. section 
n. end

5 s. section 
s. end

Easting

447911.77306

447303.95328

447346.96907

448184.11636

447902.59764

Northing

4658842.59737

4658837.30096

4657223.27472

4655147.64782

4654378.16330



NPS Form 10-900-A OMB Approval No. 1024-0018 (8-86)

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet

Mining Resources of the Upper Illinois Valley 
Logan Esterly Middle Ditch

Section

Photographs

Photograph No. 1

1) Logan/Esterly Middle Ditch
2) NW and SW % Section 22; SE 1A Section 27; NE, NW, SE and SW 1/4 S. 34, T. 40 S. 

R. 8 W., (W.M). in Josephine County, Oregon.
3) Photographer: Elizabeth Budy
4) Date of Photograph: September 1999
5) Negative holder: Bureau of Land Management, Medford District 

3040 Biddle Road Medford, Oregon 97504
6) View: Ditch, trestle supports feature E, looking north
7) Photograph number: 1 of 3

Photograph No. 2

1) Logan/Esterly Middle Ditch
2) NW and SW 1A Section 22; SE '/4 Section 27; NE, NW, SE and SW 1/4 S. 34, T. 40 S. 

R. 8 W., (W.M). in Josephine County, Oregon.
3) Photographer: Elizabeth Budy
4) Date of Photograph: September 1999
5) Negative holder: Bureau of Land Management, Medford District 

3040 Biddle Road Medford, Oregon 97504
6) View: Ditch berm near flume, looking southeast
7) Photograph number: 2 of 3

Photograph No. 3

1 ) Logan/Esterly Middle Ditch
2) NW and SW !/4 Section 22; SE !/4 Section 27; NE, NW, SE and SW 1/4 S. 34, T. 40 S. 

R. 8 W., (W.M). in Josephine County, Oregon.
3) Photographer: Elizabeth Budy
4) Date of Photograph: September 1999
5) Negative holder: Bureau of Land Management, Medford District 

3040 Biddle Road Medford, Oregon 97504
6) View: Ditch in Sailor Gulch, looking south
7) Photograph number: 3 of 3
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