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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The original structure of the Isaac A. Billy homesite was constructed
about 1875. Facing east-southeast, it was a single story dwelling and was
constructed of locally milled timber (oak). "Clapboard" in appearance, siding
was vertical rather than horizontal. Porches ran the Tength of the structure's
east and west sides and provided access to each of the three rooms; there were
no interior doors. A chimney--constructed of mud and straw bricks--was located
at the south end of the building.

In 1890 a fireplace and chimney of native sandstone were erected at the
north end of the dwelling. At the same time a two room addition was added to
the northwest corner of the homestead and was joined to the original building at
the roof line. The effect was to give the dwelling an "L" shaped appearance
and to provide a "dog trot" between the wings.

In 1894 additional changes were made in the homestead. At the south end
of the original structure the chimney of mud and straw bricks was torn down and
the opening enclosed with clap boards. The 1890 addition was then altered by
constructing a native stone fireplace and chimney at its west end. Since 1894 3,4
the exterior of the dwelling has not been altered, although the interior has
been changed to the extent that doors have been provided that permit passage
from room to room without exiting to the porch.

The Isaac Billy family cemetery is located just northeast of the house.
Comprising approximately three-fourths of an acre, it is encompassed by a
chain link fence and is the site of about 25 graves. Although the original
stones are still present, the graves of Isaac Billy and his wife, Emily,
are now marked by a new marble headstone.

The area being nominated includes the original structure and a small
surrounding plot, encompassing the Billy Family Cemetery.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Isaac Billy House and Cemetery property is significant because the
house is one of the oldest, if not the oldest, surviving structure in
Atoka County. Moreover, the house is of the rural-southern architectural
style, demonstrating the pervasiveness of southern-white culture in the
Choctaw Indian Nation. The property is also significant because it was
owned by Isaac A. Billy. A full-blood Choctaw Indian, Billy was the most
significant personality in Jack's Fork County, which was one of seventeen
counties in the Choctaw Nation prior to its being incorporated in the State
of Oklahoma. For the Choctaws, their county governments were as important
as similar units were for whitemen in the United States. Each county had
a judge, a court clerk, and a sheriff. At one time or another, Isaac Billy
held all of these offices in Jack's Fork County and made his home his
administrative headquarters. He was noted for his harsh judicial decisions
and vigorous tax collection policy. The Billy property, therefore, symbolizes
Choctaw Indian county government in general and Jack's Fork government in
particular. Indeed, Isaac Billy and Jack's Fork County were synonomous.
This property is a monument, albeit a fading one, to a Tittle known aspect
of American Indian history--sophisticated civil government.
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Beginning at a point 1528' south of the northwest corner of Section 23,
TIN, RI5E, on a dirt road that forms the west boundary of the section, proceed
east 416' passing along the north adge of the Billy Cemetery. Turn south at
the northeast corner of the cemetery and proceed 312', then turn west and
proceed 416" back to the dirt road, then north 312' to the point of beginning.




