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[TJ Original Site

DESCRIBE THE^/*ESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known.) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Tne °^i3iB3.L.fearracks building of the/South Florida 
Military Institute was constructed in 1890. It was_a_two- 
^9JOL-^OQdejQ_M^trujciture with a flat roof and foundatiorfIxf: 
brick piers. At each end of the building was a projecting 
two-story; octagonal tower. The towers extended about two 
feet above the roof of the building. In_the^center of the 
barracks building was a similar^three--Stoxy ,"tower with an 
opened recessed archway at its base. Each of the three 
towers Had """a" sirigle blind arch below the roof line. To the 
rear of each end tower wings extended approximately thirty- 
five feet beyond the central structure giving the building 
a u-shaped appearance from the back. There was a walkway 
along the second floor rear of the barrarcks so that the 
cadets could file out of their rooms and exit to the front 
parade grounds through the central archway. The overall 
impression presented by the building when viewed from the 
front was that of a military fort.

To_Jth.e_ north of the barracks was a_smaller two-story 
fjLCulty buij^fing of similar architecture with"a/~two-stofy 
octagonal tower at its north end. There was a covered 
front porch to the south of the tower. This building is 
still standing.

The fenestration of both buildings was uniform with 
rows of elongated double hung sash windows on each floor. 
The buildings had decorative brackets supporting a thin 
cornice.

The school ceasedto .function in _1M5 and the property 
passed intorthe Hands of Milton D. Wilspn who™remQ5z:ed™-the 
central tower of the barracks" "and remodeled the interior 
of the remaining norjtfr and south portions. What had been 
the north.section"of the barracks, Mr. Wilson converted 
into"~hTs, home, and it is now sometimes referre3T~to™~as'" 
"The Wilson House".

V7hajt h,ad been the south ..section of the barracks, Mr. 
^Wilson converted into two apartments, one on each floor. 

This building burned in 19,44. The building which originally 
served as the faculty living quarters was also used by the 
Wilson family as a private residence.

The main structural change to the Wilson home, or 
the convervtns^"nSthJwJLng of the barracks, was the addition 
of_a front porch which extended around the north side of 
the building forming a porte cochere. A balustrade was 
placed on the roof of this structure.
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7.
The Wilson House and nearby faculty residence 

are in excellent condition structurally. The 
interiors are also in very good condition. The 
exteriors are somewhat in need of painting but 
otherwise show no serious defects.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The South Florida Military Institute of Bartow, 
Florida was founded in_.ia2J_by Major General Evander 
McInve^XLaw, an experienced "teacher and Confederate 

^•veteran who, after General Hood was wounded, commanded 
Hood's Division at Gettysburg and Chickamauga.

General Law moved to Bartow in 1893. The following 
year he organized the South Florida Military Institute 
patterning„ the program after The Citadel, Virginia 
MiTit^ry Academy, and the United .States Military Academy. 
Early in 1895 a delegation of citizens headed by 
General Law appealed to the State of Florida for support. 
They secured_an_initial appropriation from the Legis­ 
lature for $6,4"00~ and the "schdoT was'placed under the 
control of the State Board of Education. The appoint­ 
ment of a local Board of Trustees was also prescribed 
by law. In the same year, 1895, the main three tower 
barracks building was built, the north section of which 
still stands. In 1903 the State Legislature changed 
the name of the scHool to South Florida Military College 
arid granted it the authority to confer college degrees.

Also in the year 1903 an unusual event in the 
history of the school occurred. General Law resigned 
after a clash with the Board of Trustees and upon the 
suggestion of a future Secretary of State of Florida, 
Robert A. Gray of the Class of 1903, all but three 
members of the senior class resigned in protest. 
Finally, in 1927, the Florida Legislature authorized 
the University of Florida to issue diplomas to the 
members of this class who had resigned.

Under the Buckman Act of 1905 the South Florida 
Military College was merged into the University of 
Florida and ceased to function as a separate entity. 
In 1909 the graduates of the Bartow college were 
authorized by the State Legislature to receive diplomas 
from the University of Florida.
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The college properties were put up for bid 
and secured by W. B. Swearingen in 1906. He 
subsequently turned them over to his law partner, 
Milton D. Wilson of the Class of 1904. Mr. Wilson 
rgniovegrUie cehtral tower of the barracks building 
and remadeled the remaining north and south wings. 
The south section was turned into two apartments 
which subsequently burned and the Wilson family took 
up residence in the now separate north section. 
Mrs. Wilson, who is eighty-five, still lives in 
the original house. The faculty building which 
is just north of the Wilson home is also still 
standing. It now belongs to the family of 
Mrs. Isabelle Wilson Boswell, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Milton Wilson. The Boswell family lived 
in this house until 1971 when it was rented to 
another family.

The institution has a significant place in 
the development of higher education in Florida 
and warrants nomination on that basis.
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